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ABLE and LAWO
Together, we do the community justice.

Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO) and Advocates 
for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE) are non-profit regional 
law firms that provide high quality legal assistance in civil 
matters to help eligible low-income individuals and groups 
in western Ohio achieve self reliance, and equal justice and 
economic opportunity.

Combined, ABLE and LAWO are the largest providers of 
free, civil legal services in Ohio. Our promise: to continue to 
respond effectively to the growing demand for legal services 
from low-income people regardless of location, language, 
or disability.

The serious decline in our area’s economy has resulted in a 
significant increase in the number of families and individuals 
who are poor and need the assistance of legal aid. Attorneys 
and other advocates at Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. 
(LAWO) and Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE) 
are helping people who never before thought they would 
need legal assistance.

Countless applicants for legal aid assistance are newly 
unemployed and are seeking assistance with foreclosure and 
debt collection, health care, and government benefits such 
as Medicaid, Medicare, cash assistance and food stamps.  
Many of these services are needed for the first time ever 
by families who recently were considered middle-income.  
Add all of these people and their families to the more than 
350,000 people from our 32-county service area who are 
already living at or below the poverty level, and you begin 
to see the magnitude of the crisis we are facing in northwest 
and west central Ohio – and throughout the country.

Now more than ever, legal assistance is a critical resource for 
people in crisis. Many of the state and federal programs that 
support the health and welfare of people and communities 
have been reduced, or in some cases eliminated. In January 
2010, The New York Times reported that food stamps are the 
only source of income for six million Americans. According 
to the report, these same people describe themselves as 
unemployed and receiving no cash aid – no welfare, no 
unemployment insurance, and no pensions, child support, 
or disability pay.

Our law firms are uniquely situated to help alleviate some 
of the harshest effects of the economic decline. Together, 
ABLE and LAWO are working to ensure that thousands of 
those in crisis will return to safe, productive lives as quickly 
as possible.

In spite of the strains on our own budgets, LAWO and ABLE’s 
boards of trustees, attorneys, other advocates, and staff 
continue to work diligently to alleviate poverty and to ensure 
that poor people have a voice on issues and decisions that 
affect their lives. Our commitment to offering a full range of 
civil legal services to our clients strengthens our resolve to 
secure justice for all. In the face of the economic misfortune 
facing so many of our neighbors, ABLE and LAWO have 
marshaled our strengths and broadened our focus, bringing 
stability, safety, health, and dignity to the communities we 
serve and the individuals and families who live in them.

2009 Combined Record of Service

    29,805 Requests for help
    24,595 Cases worked on
    20,247 Open cases
    20,962 Closed cases
    62,961 Persons helped

      $12,047,109.62 total monetary awards for clients*

*Awards and benefits obtained in the areas of child support, spousal support, 
unemployment compensation, supplemental security income, debt write-off, disability 
assistance, food stamps, and damages.



LAWO: 2009 Significant 
Accomplishments 
and Advocacy 
 
LAWO Celebrates 10 Years 
of Providing Services

For the past 10 years, Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. 
(LAWO) has been a survival lifeline to thousands of 
financially struggling individuals and families, including 
women seeking protection from abuse, mothers trying to 
obtain child support, families facing unlawful evictions or 
foreclosures that could leave them homeless, and individuals 
who have lost their jobs and need assistance in applying for 
unemployment compensation and other benefits.

LAWO, funded by the Legal Services Corporation, knows first 
hand that many of the people are those most in need. While 
working to preserve homes and family stability through 
foreclosure and unlawful eviction work, LAWO receives more 
than 600 phone calls and online applications each day from 
throughout its 32-county service area related to a lack of 
financial resources, employment, healthcare, child custody, 
and public benefits. These are issues faced by everyone’s 
neighbors, friends, and often their relatives.

Medical-Legal Partnership for Children: 
Raising the Bar on Children’s Health

The Medical Legal Partnership for Children Toledo (MLPC) 
celebrated two years of bringing law and medicine together 
for the benefit of patients and families in northwest Ohio. 
MLPC is a unique program in which doctors and lawyers 
work together to provide legal services to pediatric patients 
and their families on a broad range of issues that affect a 
child’s health and wellbeing. Patients served by the MLPC 
are the most vulnerable in our community – children living 
in poverty. With more than 800 referrals since its inception 
in 2007, the MLPC has allowed medical personnel to 
experience firsthand the benefits that onsite legal assistance 
can provide to patients. By providing access to legal services 
through a trusted environment, such as a medical clinic, 
the MLPC reaches families who often do not realize they 
have legal rights or know how to access an attorney. The 
MLPC is a collaborative partnership among LAWO, ABLE, 
Mercy Children’s Hospital and Mercy Family Care center, 
and University Pediatrics at the University of Toledo Medical 
Center.

Private Attorney Involvement

LAWO’s Private Attorney Involvement Project began 
operating monthly community legal clinics in Findlay and 
Hancock County. Working with LAWO attorneys, the clinics 
are coordinated and staffed by volunteer attorneys and 
paralegals from the Marathon Petroleum Corporation legal 
department as part of the Joe Simmons Pro Bono Project. 
The project has developed a model to prepare and support 
corporate pro bono attorneys for expanded availability in 
underserved rural counties. The project targets three areas 
of need: private landlord/tenant cases, probate matters, and 
advance directives.

Prisoner Reentry Project

The Prisoner Reentry Project provides civil legal assistance 
for individuals who are incarcerated or living with the effects 
of incarceration after release. LAWO has continued to be a 
lead agency in Lucas County for this multi-agency coalition, 
targeting housing issues and barriers to employment. In 
2009, the project expanded to include the Dayton area where 
a series of first-time reentry clinics were conducted. The 
clinics matched recently released prisoners with volunteer 
attorneys trained to help resolve problems with housing, 
child support, driver’s license reinstatements, and other civil 
legal problems that may increase their risk of returning to 
prison.

LAWO Advocacy

   •   LAWO attorneys, at the invitation of state, county and 
federal officials, advocated in collaboration with a wide 
variety of community organizations supporting the 
concept of a temporary foreclosure moratorium to stem 
the tide of home losses. Even though a moratorium has 
yet to be implemented, these efforts garnered wide 
media attention and helped raise public awareness of 
the issues behind Ohio’s foreclosure crisis.

   •   LAWO advocates participated in public rulemaking 
activities to encourage Social Security to take immediate 
steps to reduce the time it takes to obtain a disability 
hearing before an administrative law judge. Many 
disabled clients routinely wait two or more years for 
a hearing. LAWO advocates submitted suggestions 
for several changes in how hearings are scheduled 
and tracked to make administrative law judges more 
accountable for inexplicably long delays.



   •   LAWO attorneys testified in favor of enhanced 
protections for domestic violence victims, working 
closely with community partners from the Family Justice 
Center project to coordinate testimony. House Bill 167 
provides stronger protections for domestic violence 
victims who face discrimination from landlords or 
employers following episodes of abuse

   •   LAWO advocates submitted public comments to the 
State Department of Job and Family Services, urging 
stronger requirements for the state to assist low-income 
Medicaid applicants who have difficulty obtaining birth 
certificates or other proof of citizenship. 

ABLE: 2009 Significant 
Accomplishments 
and Advocacy

40 Years of Providing Access to Justice

ABLE celebrated 40 years of providing high quality legal 
services to the poor in 2009. Established in 1969 by a group 
of local attorneys who were looking to develop a program 
that would provide affirmative advocacy on behalf of the 
poor through civil rights and law reform work, ABLE is 
now a national model for legal services programs across 
the country. The vision of ABLE’s founders was to create a 
delivery system that would address the unmet legal needs of 
the poor – a vision that has continued to grow throughout 
our existence. ABLE has grown considerably over the past 40 
years, including the addition of its partner law firm, LAWO, 
as well as the consolidation of five other legal services 
programs in 2004 and 2005. Combined, the organizations 
have secured millions of dollars in federal, state, and private 
funding to further their work with clients in the areas of 
housing discrimination, homelessness prevention, domestic 
violence, government benefits, education reform, family 
law, and migrant farmworker rights.

Mobile Benefit Bank

Navigating the public benefits system can be complicated 
and challenging. In March 2009, ABLE initiated a Mobile 
Benefit Bank to help people have better access to these 
benefits at this difficult time. Mobile Benefit Bank staff are 
able to provide easy access to public benefits for low- and 
moderate-income people. Mobile Benefit Bank staff travel 
with laptops, printers, cell phones, and mobile Internet 
access to events and activities throughout Lucas County. 

Applicants are screened immediately to determine their 
eligibility for benefits, including food stamps, cash assistance, 
home energy assistance, prescription and other medical 
assistance, the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and more. 
In addition, a unique feature of the Mobile Benefit Bank is 
the ability to complete a legal assessment of each applicant 
in order to determine if there is a need for ongoing legal 
assistance. By the end of 2009, 471 clients were enrolled in 
assistance programs, benefiting 985 household members. 
Along with assisting these clients with utility, prescription, 
and healthcare benefits, 415 individuals were found eligible 
for a total of $613,560 in supplemental nutrition benefits. 
The Mobile Benefit Bank is supported in part by ABLE, LAWO, 
the United Way of Greater Toledo, the Toledo Community 
Foundation, and the Lucas County Department of Job and 
Family Services.

ABLE Advocacy

   •   In 2009, ABLE joined as co-counsel with the Ohio Legal 
Rights Service in a federal court class action complaint 
against the State of Ohio seeking to force compliance 
with the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and 
Treatment (EPSDT) provisions of the Medicaid Program.  
ABLE represents several named plaintiffs who are 
Medicaid eligible children under the age of 21 who 
have been denied access to services they need, and are 
entitled to, under the federal Medicaid program known 
as EPSDT. The EPSDT program is designed to discover 
problems early through a screening component and 
to provide medically necessary treatment to correct 
or improve conditions, such as autism, cerebral palsy, 
myopia, diabetes, and other physical and mental health 
conditions, discovered through the screens. Specifically, 
Ohio is required to: 1) provide or arrange for the 
provision of screening services; 2) arrange for corrective 
treatment within a reasonable time; and 3) actively seek 
out and inform eligible individuals of the screening and 
treatments available under EPSDT and the means for 
obtaining these services. The complaint alleges that 
Ohio has failed to implement these federal Medicaid 
requirements and seeks to require the State to meet the 
medical needs of these children.

continued ...

LAWO Advocacy continued ...



James lived in an apartment complex with approximately 65 other seniors and 
individuals with disabilities. He belonged to the residents’ association who discovered 
that he and his fellow residents have, for a number of years, been exposed to severe 
mold growth in numerous areas of the complex, including in individual units. In 
addition, a report was issued by a certified mold inspector stating that the conditions 
pose a serious health risk to the elderly and disabled residents. The residents’ association 
retained Legal Aid to pursue remedies to the mold situation with the building 
management. After initial attempts at seeking information regarding clean up were 
unsuccessful, the Legal Aid attorneys initiated a demand that efforts to clear out the 
mold begin immediately. Due to a lack of response from the owner, and in light of the 
substantial risk the mold presented to the health of James and the other residents, 
Legal Aid filed a complaint for abatement of public nuisance. The owner then entered 
into mediation with Legal Aid and agreed to a settlement that required the apartment 
management to make structural repairs to the building that will address the moisture 
and mold problems. With the support of the residents’ association, the owner applied 
for and received additional federal funding to make energy efficient improvement 
to the building, including structural repair, energy savings improvements, and an 
integrated pest management plan for the building. As work begins, James looks forward 
to living in his apartment without fear of illness or contamination.



Joanie is a seventy-seven-year-old who suffers from several disabilities. She had  

co-signed for her son’s car loan and was now being sued for a $5,900 deficiency after 

the car was repossessed and sold. Joanie, who is almost completely blind, had been 

misled by the car dealer regarding the terms of the loan when she agreed to be a  

co-signer. When she came to Legal Aid, her attorney filed a motion with the court 

that stated the car dealer’s complaint had not provided sufficient documentation of 

the debt. The court ruled against Joanie and entered a judgment against her on the 

same day. Joanie’s attorney filed an appeal and a motion stating that what the court 

did was not allowed under Ohio law. During the appeal, the parties settled the case, 

the judgement was vacated, and the case was dismissed. Thanks to her Legal Aid  

attorney, Joanie will never have to worry about being held responsible for her 

son’s debt.



   •   During the 2009 growing season, ABLE advocates began 
hearing from Hispanic farmworkers that they were 
being detained without cause and questioned about 
their immigration status by U.S. Border Patrol agents 
and local law enforcement. ABLE investigated the claims 
and learned of an increase in profiling of Hispanics that 
correlated with the opening of a U.S. Border Patrol 
office in the area. This profiling is being done even 
though Ohio local law enforcement authorities have 
no jurisdiction regarding the enforcement of the civil 
provisions of federal immigration law. These seizures 
and interrogations have taken place in gas stations, retail 
establishments, at soccer games, and in other public 
settings and have caused fear and concern in Hispanic 
communities. With numerous individual clients, ABLE 
filed a class action lawsuit alleging that these profiling 
activities violate the Fourth Amendment and the due 
process and equal protection rights of these individuals. 
Also joined as organizational plaintiffs on behalf of their 
members are the Ohio Immigrant Worker Project and 
the Farm Labor Organizing Committee. ABLE is co-
counseling the case with the Sandusky-based law firm 
of Murray & Murray.

   •   ABLE continues to represent a community group that 
has organized to address a serious environmental 
contamination in the McCook Field neighborhood 
in Dayton. ABLE advocates work with the community 
group, Behr VOC Area Leaders, or BVOCAL, in efforts 
to have a groundwater plume of TCE, a volatile organic 
compound, tested and cleaned up and to protect 
the health of the neighborhood residents. The TCE is 
migrating into homes and businesses through a process 
called vapor intrusion. ABLE has been successful in 
obtaining more extensive testing and ventilation for 
homes in the affected area and also have been addressing 
the lack of accurate appraisals in this neighborhood 
by the County. The site has been listed on the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency Superfund list and the 
U.S. EPA continues involvement in the testing of indoor 
air TCE levels. ABLE will continue to assist BVOCAL in 
the superfund process.

ABLE and LAWO
Community & Client Advocacy Day

In October 2009, LAWO and ABLE held their first Community 
& Client Advocacy Day at the new Center for Equal Justice in 
downtown Toledo, bringing clients together with important 
community resources. Attorneys, lay advocates, and other 
service agencies covering a wide range of social services 
participated in the day. Throughout the day clinics and 
educational events were held in order to work with low-
income individuals who have recurring legal and economic 
problems, and to highlight available resources and solutions 
to address those problems. Participating human services and 
government agencies provided assistance with completing 
paperwork, provided information, and held seminars on 
managing debt and preventing foreclosures.

Legal Aid Line: Client Access Made Easy

Legal Aid Line, ABLE and LAWO’s intake, advice, and referral 
services program handled more than 36,000 requests for 
help in 2009. This number includes 10,248 web applications 
– 4,146 or 40 percent of which originated in our urban 
counties and 6,102 or 60 percent of which originated in 
our rural counties. Providing access to our services through 
a web-based application process helps break down the 
geographic barriers to accessing legal services for individuals 
who do not live close to a legal aid office. It also allows a 
point of access for people who may not be able to apply for 
assistance by telephone during traditional business hours.

In addition, LAWO and ABLE launched a new online 
application through Legal Aid Line that utilizes an easy, 
web-based interview process to facilitate access to legal 
services.  The applicant, guided by an avatar, completes the 
application process through a series of user friendly interview 
steps. At the conclusion of the interview, the applicant 
receives county-specific resource information to provide 
assistance while the applicant is waiting to hear from Legal 
Aid Line. The new application process is designed to be 
navigable by low literacy users and is available 24 hours per 
day, seven days a week at www.legalaidline.org. The new 
application process is supported by a TIG grant awarded to 
LAWO from the Legal Services Corporation.

ABLE Advocacy continued ...

continued ...



ABLE and LAWO continued ... 

Save a Home, Save a Family: 
Foreclosure Defense Work

ABLE and LAWO have taken a leadership role among a 
number of housing programs and private bar associations 
to identify areas for collaboration and cooperation. In 2009, 
Legal Aid Line received 1,671 foreclosure-related calls for 
assistance, a 63.6 percent increase compared to 2008. As 
part of our Save a Home, Save a Family project, we are now 
averaging more than 100 foreclosure applications each 
month. Our advocates have joined with other statewide 
efforts to address the foreclosure crisis affecting thousands 
of Ohioans. In order to help people remain in their homes, 
we increased our capacity to process foreclosure intake 
applications; provide counsel, advice, and brief service; 
provide full representation in court; and make referrals to 
a growing number of pro bono attorneys. We have worked 
with the Toledo Bar Association Pro Bono Legal Services 
Program and the Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyers Project 
to train and support nearly 300 pro bono attorneys who have 
expressed a willingness to handle foreclosure defense cases. 
In addition, several attorneys participated in a statewide 
foreclosure defense committee that completed a model 
equity defense brief in the spring of 2009. Sections from 
the brief have been used by legal aid staff and pro bono 
attorneys to argue against summary judgment motions filed 
by lenders in cases across the state.

Working Together on Behalf of Children

ABLE and LAWO filed a class administrative complaint with 
the Ohio Department of Education alleging that a local 
school system was in willful non-compliance with the Child 
Find provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act (IDEIA). The complaint described the 
stories of seven students within the school system who had 
been diagnosed with disabilities but whom the school system 
had failed to identify as students with disabilities and, even 
when requests were made by parents and counselors, failed 
to evaluate these students and provide services required 
under IDEIA. The complaint requested that the Department 
of Education conduct a review of school records and order 
compliance with IDEIA. The Department of Education 
(DEA), in July 2009, found that the school system was in fact 
failing to comply with its responsibilities under federal law 
to identify and serve these children in need. The DEA issued 
an extensive order setting forth the steps to be taken by the 
school district to come into compliance.

Stimulus Funding: 
Furthering Capacity during a Tough Economy

Exploring every funding opportunity possible to meet the 
growing demand for services, both LAWO and ABLE applied 
for a number of stimulus grants and contracts on the federal, 
state, and local levels. Five stimulus contracts for domestic 
violence work were secured, enabling the firms to provide 
direct services to clients, support collaborative efforts with 
domestic violence service providers (i.e., shelters, courts), 
and provide training for domestic violence advocates and 
service providers. Five stimulus fund contracts for HPRP – 
Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-housing Program – 
allowed for the provision of direct services to clients with 
“rental” housing issues, such as evictions and landlord tenant 
disputes. In addition, the AmeriCorps Recovery Fellows, 
Equal Justice Works/Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation 
(OLAF) provided funding for five experienced attorneys 
placed in legal aid programs throughout Ohio (one at ABLE) 
who focused their work on foreclosure prevention. Funding 
was also secured for the Legal Aid Capacity Program, placing 
15 non-attorney AmeriCorps members at legal aid programs 
throughout Ohio. ABLE is the administrator of this non-
renewable grant.

This new funding came at a crucial time, helping our law 
firms assist people in great need.



At 27 years old, Crystal wanted a better future for her three young boys and knew 

she needed to get a job. She was discouraged because she had recently been turned 

down for a job due to a prior criminal record, despite the fact that she had never 

been convicted. Knowing her record would stop her from getting work, she followed 

a friend’s advice and called Legal Aid. Her attorney filed a motion to expunge her  

record with the court. The motion was granted and Crystal will no longer have to 

worry about her criminal record appearing when a potential employer or landlord 

conducts criminal background checks.



“I am grateful that organizations like Legal Aid are available to help someone like 
me turn being a victim into being a survivor. I hope my story will inspire others to 
recognize sooner what is happening so they can change their circumstances before it 
is too late. Without Legal Aid, it may have been too late for me.”

For Barb and her family, legal aid was a lifeline. Looking back, Barb realized that 
she was in a situation that she never thought could happen to her – she was being 
physically and mentally abused by her husband and their life together was rapidly 
dissolving. Not knowing what to do or where to turn, Barb took a friend’s advice and 
called Legal Aid. Barb’s legal aid attorney filed for a Civil Protection Order and began 
assisting her with divorce proceedings. That still did not stop her husband from 
holding Barb hostage at gunpoint, while the media made public their situation. Barb’s 
attorney was very supportive, encouraging her to stay strong every step of the way 
as she navigated the legal proceedings necessary in order to move on with her life.  
Barb is now divorced and her ex-husband is in jail facing a criminal trial that will keep 
him there for some time. 



Making a Difference

Individual volunteers made a big difference in the lives of 
those needing civil legal assistance – and they expand our 
capacity to help more people. The following individuals 
generously contributed their time and talent to assist us 
in providing equal access to justice. They volunteered 
as legal interns, externs, paralegals, attorneys, and in other 
professional settings.

Kathleen Batliner, University of Toledo College of Law
Steve Beiding, University of Toledo College of Law
Samuel Benham, Drake University Law School
Sara Best, Best People Solutions
Jared Brown, University of Toledo College of Law
Russell Courtney, Case Western Reserve University School of Law
Shalonda Cross, *volunteered post-graduation
Sarah Driftmyer, University of Toledo College of Law
Janet Fleck, University of Cincinnati
Lisa Gardner, *volunteered post-graduation
David Gasser, Boston College Law School
Chad Gilson, University of Dayton School of Law
Connie Graham, Sinclair Community College
Kristopher K. Gray, University of Toledo College of Law
Zachary Hillyer, University of Toledo College of Law
Eli Jacobs, Harvard University
Eric Johnson, University of Toledo College of Law
Casey Krill, University of Dayton School of Law
CeCe Lamoreau, University of Toledo College of Law
Robert Lemons, University of Dayton School of Law
Rebecca Martin, Stautzenberger College
Nikki Mason, University of Dayton School of Law
Priya McDonald, University of Toledo College of Law
Angelita Menchaca, Stautzenberger College
ReeJade Mitchell, Thomas M. Cooley Law School
Maggie Mulcrone, University of Michigan School of Law
Theodore Nichol, St. Lawrence University
Matthew Parker, University of Toledo College of Law
John Powers, University of Toledo College of Law
Shannon Richards, Stautzenberger College 
Madyson Roe, Central State University
Maria Saliba, University of Dayton School of Law
Sarah Sanderson, University of Cincinnati School of Law
Robyn Schiff, University of Dayton School of Law
Leslie Schoup, University of Toledo College of Law
Nicholas Seger, University of Toledo College of Law
Philip Snyder, University of Dayton School of Law 
Norah Softic, University of Cincinnati
Allma-Tadema Spencer, Ave Maria School of Law
Kelly Sredeja, University of Toledo - 
  College of Health Science and Human Service
Brian Sullivan, University of Dayton School of Law
Robert Switzer, University of Toledo College of Law
Brian Vennekotter, University of Toledo College of Law
Thomas Visone, University of Dayton School of Law
Rayna Zacharias, University of Toledo College of Law

Long-Term Care Ombudsman/ 
Nursing Home Advocacy Volunteers

Dave Allman
Mary Antoine
Stephanie Antoun
Linda Apling
Barbara Applebaum
Anna Auler
Grace Bell
Cheryl Baker
Dorothea Barker
Barbara Barkley
Catherine Barnes
Sheila Beck
Stephanie Beckman
John Bombrys
Henry Bond
Susan Bones
Susan Borkovich
Jim Brace
Marty Brace 
Kathie Braddock
John Brewer
Jean Brown
Ruth Celek
Annette Churchill
Andrew Connors
Irene Csanyi
Donald Cummings
Glenda Cummings
Pauline Dinkins
Pat Elliott
Carol Ely
Doris Fauble
Evelyn Feiger
Jacquie Fields
Mary Franks
Linda Gamber
Jake Gecowetts
Howard Goldman
Yvette Green

Marcy Gregory
Harry Griffin
Anne Guiberson
Carl Hamilton
Judy Hanus
Fred Hardy
Rebecca Henderly
Lynda Humbert
John Jacobs
Angela James
Merle Kearns
Sue Lange
Rita Lessestin
Sheri Luedtke
Helen Martaus
Jerry Matheny
John Miller
Marilyn Miller
Nancy Mooney
Phyllis Morton
Sharon Musch
Nancy Myerholtz
Katie O’Neil
Patricia Paul
Janice Richardson
Tanya Ruble
Marilyn Shaffer
Kelly Sradeja
Dollie Smith
Sandi Sparks
John Stevenson
Nancy Stevenson
Brittany Tackett
Janet Tadsen
Cathy Taylor
Jennifer Wagner
Vicki Whitted
Patricia Williams

Nursing Home Advocacy: 
Volunteers Expand Service Capacity

Volunteer Ombudsmen expand ABLE’s capacity to address the 
needs of long term care residents, especially those in nursing 
homes. Working under the supervision of ombudsman staff, 
77 volunteer ombudsmen advocated for residents of long-
term care facilities (nursing homes, residential care homes 
and assisted living residences). They made frequent and 
unannounced visits to long-term care facilities, responded 
to resident complaints, reported serious problems, and 
provided residents and their families with information. Most 
important, they are committed to promoting and protecting 
the right of each resident to a safe and secure environment. 
Volunteer ombudsman contributed 2,905 hours handling 
complaints, providing advocacy, and visiting clients.



Partners in Equal Access to Justice

ABLE and LAWO have maintained long standing partnerships with 
pro bono legal services programs, including the Dayton/Miami Valley 
Volunteer Lawyers Project (VLP) and the Toledo Bar Association Pro 
Bono Legal Services Program. Both programs provide opportunities for 
attorneys to volunteer their services to low-income people by providing 
free legal assistance.

In addition, volunteer lawyers also participate in outreach programs, 
make community education presentations, and co-counsel cases with 
other volunteers and legal aid staff attorneys. LAWO is the major funder 
of pro bono programs in western Ohio. LAWO and ABLE also collaborated 
with these two programs on fundraising programs, community legal 
education programs, and volunteer lawyer recruitment.

An important benefit of pro bono work is the direct contribution an 
attorney can make to the principle of equal justice for all. In 2009, the 
following legal professionals in northwest and west central Ohio willingly 
and generously gave their time and expertise to those who could not 
otherwise afford an attorney. ABLE and LAWO applaud these women and 
men who agreed to give back to their community.

Attorneys who provided Pro Bono Services

Karen R. Adams
Jaime L. Agnew
William R. Ahern
Joseph F. Albrechta
William Sherman Alge
Charles F. Allbery
Stephanie Allen
Jeanine Allender
Jeffrey L. Amick
Kathy Amon
Marc Amos
Candace Anderson
Barbara J. Ansted
Stephen R. Archer
Adam C. Armstrong
James S. Armstrong
W. David Arnold
Matthew R. Arntz
Scott A. Ashelman
Kevin W. Attkisson
James E. August
Charlita Awosika
Stephen J. Axtell
Thomas Baggott
Dennis L. Bailey
Rebecca Bailey
John Baird
Joseph E. Balmer
Mark J. Bamberger
Shannon Bartels

Robert B. Bartlett
Ralph A. Bauer
Rick Baum
Patti Baumgartner-
  Novak
Jane E. Beach
Phillip L. Beard
Jesse B. Beasley
Ann Beck
Jonathon L. Beck
Suzanne Beck
Jennifer Behrendt
Sharon Beightol
David Beitzel
Paul Belazis
Barbara Belcher
Frank L. Benham
Donald S. Bennett
John F. Bennett
Kelly Bennington
Veronica N. Bennu
Daniel A. Bensman
Elaine S. Bernstein
Thomas Berry
Stephen Betts
Martin A. Beyer
Alan A. Biegel
Irvin G. Bieser
Rebecca Bingham
R Scott Blackburn

Robert Blackwell
April R. Blair
C. William Blair
Kara M. Blake
Rodney R. Blake
Jessica Blakewood
Robert M. Blue
James L. Blunt, II
L Michael Bly
Nicole M. Boals
Sharon Bockelman
John D. Bodin
Jerome B. Bohman
Michael F. Boller
Jacqueline M. Boney
Michael R. Booher
James E. Borland
Michael R. Botros
Richard A. Boucher
Carolyn Bowe
Kevin Braig
Douglas Brannon
Dwight D. Brannon
Scott Braum
Randall Breaden
Donald Brezine
James Bruce Brimley
C. Wesley Bristley
Jennifer L. Brogan
Adrienne D. Brooks

Phillip Browarsky
Charles Brown
Christopher M. Brown
Garth Brown
Jennifer N. Brown
Sarah Brown
Halli Brownfield
Matthew D. Bruder
Jeff Brumbaugh
Ryan Brunk
Stephen Bruns
Joseph P. Buchanan
Andrew R. Bucher
Sharon Buck
Michael Buckwalter
Thomas J. Buecker
Michael J. Burdge
Ronald L. Burdge
Lawrence T. Burick
Brian Burke
Chad E. Burton
Melinda Burton
David Busler
Jim Butler
Mariah Butler
John R. Butz
Allen Cabral
Esteban R. Callejas
James L. Caplinger
Richard L. Carr, Jr.
Jack Carter
Robyn Carter
Sarah B. Carter
James D. Caruso
Michael Cassady
Robert D. Castor
Mary Beth Caudill
John F. Cayton
Brad A. Chalker
F. Stephen Chamberlain
John C. Chambers
Susan Chema
James Childress
Mark R. Chilson
James J. Chrisman
Joseph Chrisman
Richard A. Ciambrone
Christopher D. Clark
Jan A. Clark
Kristi L. Clark
William Clark
Renee Climmons
Nathan Clinard
J Timothy Cline
John M. Cloud

John E. Clough
Brandon A. Coate
Wanda Coats
Thomas R. Cochran
Angie Colchin
Gwen Coles
Daniel Collette
Michael T. Columbus
Brooks A. Compton
Christopher Conard
Karen Connelly
W Michael Conway
Janet K. Cooper
Lauri Cooper
Brent Copeland
Byron Corley
Edward Corley
John Cotner
James Courter
Christopher F. Cowan
Ray A. Cox
David J. Coyle
Brent A. Crane
Nicholas Cron
Thomas P. Croskey
F Ann Crossman
Robroy Crow
Kyle Alison Cubbon
Stuart F. Cubbon
Roger Culbert
David Cusack
Linda Cushman
R. Casey Daganhardt
Douglas A. Daley
Rudolph A. D’Amico
Jamil G. Daoud
Rima Davidson
Scott S. Davies
Steven J. Davis
Christopher A. Deal
Steven O. Dean
Michael Deffet
Joyce M. Deitering
Michelle DeMasi
Kent Depoorter
Sylvie J. Derrien
Teresa Dewey Bacho
Barbara Ann Dibble
Matthew Dicicco
Larry Dilabbio
Lynette P. Dinkler
Mary A. Ditmer
David H. Dokko
John R. Doll
Peter J. Donahue



John D. Donaldson
Mark Donatelli
Richard Donenfeld
Barbara Doseck
Daryl R. Douple
Joseph A. Downing
Timothy S. Downs
Samuel E. Dowse
Wolfgang Drescher
Shakeba Dubose
Edward Duffy
Michael E. Dugan
Susi Dugan
Melissa Duke Jones
Barbara A. Duncombe
Joshua A. Dunkle
Karen T. Dunlevey
Aaron G. Durden
David M. Duwel
Thomas E. Dysinger
Katherine L. Early
Colleen Y. Ebel
John M. Ebersole
Fanny Eddler
Michael T. Edwards
Fanny Effler
Robert J. Eilerman
John Elder
Jennifer N. Elleman
Michael J. Ellerbrock
Howard Elliott
Steven E. Elliott
James Ellis
Mark Engling
Christopher Epley
Herbert Ernst
T. Craig Eschrich
C Marshall Esler
Meg Evans
Stanley R. Evans
Lee C. Falke
Patrick J. Fannon
Steven R. Fansler
Jason R. Farley
Harold R. Farquhar
Harry N. Faulkner
Jessica Faulkner
Jonathan Faulkner
Robert E. Feighner
Joseph Feller
Mary Kay Felton
Twila Ferguson
Mark S. Feuer
Greg Ficke
Christopher P. Fiegl

John Filkins
Theodore O. Finnarn
John A. Fischer
Dennis Fitzgerald
Sanford Flack
James P. Fleisher
Lynne M. Fleming
Canice J. Fogarty
Martin A. Foos
Melan M. Forcht
Mark S. Foster
Karol K. Fox
Jessica L. Francis
Anne M. Frayne
Bruce French
Ray C. Freudiger
Keith A. Fricker
Gary L. Froelich
Drew Fuller
Jennifer Fuller
Alan D. Gabel
Robert Gaberman
Suzanne Gagle
Gregory M. Gantt
Phillip R. Garbig
John M. Garmhausen
Michelle Gearhardt
Woody Gearheart
Charles F. Geidner
Erik D. Geiger
Diane L. Gentile
Caroline H. Gentry
Daniel F. Getty
Douglas W. Geyer
Vanessa Gibson
Lance A. Gildner
Matt Gilmore
Susan E. Gilmore
John P. Goldenetz
Carl Goraleski
Gary Gottschlich
Nicholas G. Gounaris
Joseph C. Graf
Marianne Graham
Jessica Green
Thomas M. Green
James H. Greer
Douglas B. Gregg
David B. Grieshop
James N. Griffin
Tara M. Griffith
Edwin Grinvalds
Jonas J. Gruenberg
Jim R. Gudgel
Dennis E. Gump

Gerald E. Gunnoe
Robert W. Gurry
Michael E. Gutmann
Alan Guy
Marlene Guynes
Christine M. Haaker
Vaseem S. Hadi
Philip Evans Haffenden
Roger Hafford
Patrick F. Haggerty
Alan Hale
John F. Hall
Richard A. Hamilton
Richard H. Hammond
Paul David Hancock
Diane Hanson
Donald F. Harker
Daniel C. Harkins
Jennifer Harlow
Sean H. Harmon
Brian Harrison
James H. Hart
John E. Hart
Robert Hart
Randal A. Harvey
Cheryl Harwick
Kurt S. Hasselbach
Jessie Hatcher
John F. Haviland
Bridget D. Hawkins
Margaret B. Hayes
Brendan Healy
James E. Heath
Brandon C. Hedrick
Richard Holtzman 
  Hedrick
Dennis Heitz
Tom R. Helberg
Benjamin J. Helwig
James K. Hemenway
Richard Hempfling
Toby Henderson
Richard Eugene 
  Hendricks
Lawrence W. Henke
Elizabeth J. Henley
Kelly A. Henrici
R Mark Henry
Mark Albert Herder
Charles S. Herman
J. Michael Herr
Douglas A. Hess
Loren H. Hess
Lisa A.  Hesse
Nicholas W. Hetzer

Ralph E. Heyman
Greg Hickman
William C. Hicks
John P. Hilgeman
Steven Hill
Jerome Hock
Louis I. Hoffman
Glen Hoffman
David Hollingsworth
Robert Bruce Hollister
Lois Hollon
Carol J. Holm
Jon Holt
Thomas A. Holton
James M. Hood
Valoria C. Hoover
Kathleen Hopkins
Laura Hornish- 
  Schlosser
Cinamon Houston
Kelli Howard
Stephen F. Hubbard
John B. Huber
William Huber
Lawrence Huffman
Carroll E. Hunt
Deborah D. Hunt
Nathan C. Hunt
Roger L. Hurley
Matthew O. Hutchinson
Hannah Hutman
Ken Ignozzi
Thomas J. Intili
Francisco A. Irizarry
David S. Jablinski
Gary Jacobs
James L. Jacobson
Jamielynne Jenkins
Marilyn Staup Jenkins
Matthew T. Jewson
Giselle Johnson
Jerry M. Johnson
Lindsey M. Johnson
Robert C. Johnston
John Juergens
Joseph Juergens
Tabitha D. Justice
Georgia M. Kadlec
Cherrefe A. Kadri
Michael R. Kamen
Terry J. Kaper
Richard L. Kaplan
Alan M. Kappers
Keith R. Kearney
Emerson R. Keck

Ronald D. Keener
Rodney D. Keish
Ralph F. Keister
James W. Kelleher
Mary Ellen Kellow
Robert Kelsey
Thomas W. Kendo, Jr.
Ann Kentris Arthur
Carrie J. Kerber
Grant Kerber
Peter Kern
Mark E. Kerns
Philip E. Kessler
Catharine Kidd
Charles Y. Kidwell, Jr.
Eli W. Kiefaber
Jessica Kimes
Michelle L. King
Scott A. King
Virginia M. King
Tami L. Kirby
James R. Kirkland
Alan Kirshner
Kimberly Sue Kislig
John Kissh
Patricia O’Donnell 
  Kitzler
Stephen Edward Klein
William G. Knapp
Christopher Knight
Thomas A. Knoth
Stephen Koder
John Hartman Koehler
Anthony E. Kohler
Julia Kolber
John F. Kolberg
John Koltak
Patricia A. Kovacs
Thomas R. Kraemer
Leo F. Krebs
Kenneth J. Krochmal
Michael W. Krumholtz
Robert A. Kuhlman
Barbara A. Lahmann
Judy LaMusga
Robert N. Lancaster
Mark Landers
Paula Lang
Laura Lantrip
Joshua W. Lanzinger
Terrance W. Larrimer
David E. Larson
Laurence A. Lasky
Kenneth Lather
John T. Lawrence
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Lisa Lay
David L. Layman
Michael A. Ledbetter
Anthony J. Lehman
Barbara L. Lehman
Cynthia Lennon
Gary J. Leppla
Brooke E. Leslie
Scott A. Liberman
Dennis A. Lieberman
Greg Lind
Robert Lindwall
Thomas P. Liptock
James R. Livingston
Jeffrey D. Livingston
Kay Locke
Terry Lodge
Ronald G. Logan
Edmund Loikoc
Heather Long
Jennifer Longo
Alvin Lopez
Jose M. Lopez
Heather M. Loridas
Mark A. Losey
Kermit F. Lowery
Clare E. Luddy
Thomas E. Luettke
Roger Luring
L Anthony Lush
Jane M. Lynch
Deborah Lynn Mack
Crofford J. Macklin
Diane MacLeod
Mark M. Maier
Chad W. Main
Martin L. Malloy
Jeffrey L. Maloon
Barry W. Mancz
Nikolas P. Mann
Ed Marks
Brandin Marlow
David Marquis
M. Todd Marsh
Barbara Martin
Dianne F. Marx
Joseph P. Mattera
Craig T. Matthews
Beatrice Maugeri
Ronald J. Maurer
Thomas McArdle
Katy McCleod
Scott F. McDaniel

Gerald L. McDonald
William J. McGraw
Thomas McGuire
John J. McHugh
Stephen M. McHugh
Wm. Travis McIntyre
Christine McLaughlin
David M. McNamee
Jeffrey McQuiston
Thomas A. McWatters
Jerry A. Meadows
William D. Meily
Eric A. Mertz
David P. Mesaros
Beverly A. Meyer
Nancy A. Michaud
Daniel R. Michel
Kenneth L. Mickel
Donna L. Middlebrook
Drew Joseph Mihalik
David R. Miles
Douglas R. Miley
Eric Miller
Jennifer M. Miller
Karen Miller
Michael B. Miller
Roger Miller
Michael J. Millonig
Katherine A. Miltner
Christina Minch
Keith L. Mitchell
John R. Mohr
Maureen Moloney
Michael P. Moloney
David H. Montgomery
William Montgomery
Philip R. Moots
Ruth A. Moreland
Larry G. Moritz
Carla J. Morman
Charles Morrison
David R. Morse
Robert Mues
Celine Muir
Elaine Nailing
Nancy A. Nash
Jeffrey Nelson
Michael M. Neltner
Karl E. Neudorfer
Jack Neuenschwander
David A. Neuhardt
Rebekah S. Neuherz
Emily Newman

Bryan A. Niemeyer
Victoria L. Nilles
Jeffrey Nodzak
Thomas R. Noland
Todd Hamilton Noll
Allen R. Norris
Tammy C. Nortman
Wayne P. Novick
James S. Nowak
Cristy Oakes
Joseph C. Oehlers
Susan M. Oiler
Joseph W. O’Neil
Ed Ostrowski
Rebecca M. Owen
W. James Owen
Beth Allen Owens
James N. Overholser
Kelly A. Oyer
Gregory S. Page
Laurie Pangle
Upendra Patel
Melissa Patzek
Stacey Pavlatos
Shoshana Pehowic
Victor H. Perez
Carol Perritt 
  Lindstrom
Sam Petroff
David L. Phipps
Mary Rose Pica
David P. Pierce
Pamela L. Pinchot
Jerry O. Pitts
Dwight Poffenberger
Kenneth R. Pohlman
John D. Poley
Wilfred Potter
Thomas J. Potts
Cara Powers
Paula Powers
Jamey T. Pregon
K. Lynn Preston
Daniel Price
Connie Price Testerman
Dave Purdue
Mark Puthoff
Elizabeth Putnam- 
  Behrendt
Margaret Quinn
Kristina Rainer
Brent E. Rambo
Benjamin A. Randall

Ann Ratcliff
Barbara Rath
Edward C. Redder
Tamara Reeves
Marilyn Reid
Andrew J. Reitz
Mike Repass
Thomas J. Replogle
Christina Retherford
Timothy R. Reynolds
Erin Rhinehart
David M. Rickert
James Rickey
Aaron J. Ried
Harry P. Rife
Brett Anthony Rinehart
Rick L. Risner
B. Randall Roach
Nancy A. Roberson
Brian M. Roberts
Buswell Roberts
Roberta S. Roberts
Eugene Robinson
Jeffrey L. Robinson
Joan H. Roddy
Paul B. Roderer
Charles Roedersheimer
Thor Ronemus
J. Andrew Root
Jon Rosemeyer
Robert D. Ross
Valerie Ann Myers 
  Roszman
Kate M. Rottmayer
Jamie P. Rowley
Etta S. Royer
Marshall D. Ruchman
Andrew E. Rudloff
C. Allan Runser
David P. Rupp
William Ruse
Kenneth G. Rush
Ralph Russo
Marybeth W. Rutledge
Ralph Rutledge
Julie Sacks
Adam V. Sadlowski
Dawn E. Sanderson
Lisa A Sandner
Michael W. Sandner
Tara C. Santarelli
Douglas A. Saphire
Alan Schaeffer
Gary C. Schaengold
Gail M. Schaffer

Michael V. Schaffer
James F. Schaller
Suzanne Scheiner-Albl
Robert N. Schlemmer
J. Jason Schmidt
Matthew Schmidt
Richard A. Schmidt
Alfred (Bud) W. 
  Schneble
R. Larry Schneider
Janet Schreier
Jerome Schroeder
Kelly Schroeder
Kim Schroeder
Robert Schuck
Kelly Schuler
Richard Schulte
Donald G. Schweller
Nancy M. Scranton
Steven C. Scudder
Mark J. Sedor
S. Sue Seeberger
Andrea Seielstad
Carol Seitz
Tanya Seldon
Arkesha Sellers
Jeffrey S. Senney
R. Anne Shale
Charles F. Shane
Paul H. Shaneyfelt
Anne Shank
Edward L. Shank
Joel S. Shapiro
Jeffrey S. Sharkey
Susan K. Sharkey
Meenu Sharma
Robert B. Shearer
Sara J. Sherick
Carl D. Sherrets
Charles D. Shook
David A. Shough
David B. Shuffleton
Jeffrey B. Shulman
Dennis Shumaker
Suzanne Shuman Rister
Jeffrey M. Silverstein
Thomas W. Simms
Gregory F. Singer
Angela Sinkovits
Ralph A. Skilken
Thomas E. Skilken
John W. Slagle
Curtis F. Slaton
Ruth Slone
Jeffrey D. Slyman



Charlie, 83 and retired, had been living on a fixed income for a number of years.  

Because his home mortgage had been adjusting upward every six months with  

increases in interest rates, Charlie was finding it difficult to keep up his payments. 

He contacted ABLE for assistance, and after investigating his situation, Charlie’s  

attorney discovered that he was the victim of loan flipping and fraudulent practices 

by a mortgage  roker and lender. The mortgage company had refinanced Charlie’s 

mortgage twice in two years, resulting in a mortgage balance almost double the 

value of his home. He also had an option that resulted in interest accruing on the 

balance each month and monthly payments that would increase within a matter of 

years to an amount of principal and interest equaling more that 70 percent of his 

gross fixed monthly income. Charlie had been charged more than $5,000 in fees 

for this refinance. ABLE filed suit against the broker and the lender, alleging 

violations of a number of laws. After defeating a motion to dismiss by the lender, 

ABLE successfully negotiated a permanent mortgage modification that reduced 

Charlie’s loan balance by more than $50,000, reduced his interest rate to a fixed 

low-rate and, most importantly, reduced his monthly payments to an affordable 

amount that he could maintain, allowing him to remain in his home.



John Smalley
Adam Smith
Bradley C. Smith
Edward M. Smith
Erika Smith
J. MacAlpine Smith
Kelton Smith
Michael L. Smith
Nicholas M. Smith
Randall J. Smith
Stephen L. Smith
Jeffrey C. Snapp
Cozette Snead
Daniel Snyder
Jacquelyn Snyder
Susan Solle
Eric Sommer
Wes Somogy
Matthew Sorg
Mary K. C. Soter
Susan F. Souther
Bret Spaeth
George F. Sprenger
John H. Stachler
Joseph W. Stadnicar
Jan H. Stamm
Dana A. Stamps
Eric A. Stamps
Lu Ann Stanley
Debra L. Starbird
Tyler Starline
James Staton
Jean M. Steigerwald
David E. Stenson
Wayne P. Stephan
Andrew B. Stewart
Bryan K. Stewart
Cori Stirling
Scott Stirling
Michael L. Stokes
Mark E. Stone
Andrew C. Storar
Erin Strausbaugh
Jeff Strausbaugh
Nicholas E. Subashi
Bruke H. Sullivan
M. Margaret Sullivan
Thomas P. Sullivan
Eugene P. Sunday
Jerry Sutton
James E. Swaim
Richard F. Szczepinski
Denise Tanka

Ian A. Taronji
Deborah Tassie
Sharon D. Tassie
Daniel E. Thiel
Mary Ann Thinnes
James W. Thomas
Kimberly Thomas
Rebecca L. Thomas
Ashley M. Thompson
Christopher W. 
  Thompson
Eric Thompson
Lester R. Thompson
Ira Thomsen
Cornelia Tinkler
Mark D. Tolles
Jeremy M. Tomb
Ronald C. Tompkins
Shawn M. Tracey
Stephanie Tracy
David M. Treadway
Gretchen M. Treherne
Jason Treherne
Allison S. Turner
Gregory Turner
Julia Turner
Mark A. Tuss
Timothy Tye
Lois A. Ulm
Jeffrey Underwood
Fred A. Ungerman
Karen Unver
Melissa Upthegrove
Susan Van der Klooster
Andrew Van Horn
Virginia VandenBosch
Anthony VanNoy
John A. Vanosdall
Navay M. Vaughn
Noel W. Vaughn
Kyle Verrett
Eric P. Voigt
Peter F. VonMeister
Yolanda A. Vorys
H. Charles Wagner
Jared Wagner
Katrina Wahl
Brian M. Wakefield
John B.P. Wakefield
Christopher A. Walker
Geoffrey P. Walker
Hugh E. Wall
Richard H. Wallace

Helen C. Wallace
J. Joseph Walsh
Douglas Walter
E. James Wampler
Sherry Wampler
John A. Wannemacher
Marc Warncke
Cheryl R. Washington
Stephen A. Watring
James K. Weaner
John W. Weaner
Rudy D. K. Wehner
William Weigl
Dan D. Weiner
Heather D. Welbaum
Michael G. Weller
Amy Wells
Elizabeth Ahern Wells
Ellen C. Weprin
James I. Weprin
Joseph Wessendarp
Elizabeth Ramsey West
Gretchen Weston
Thomas P. Whelley
Jennifer White
Jeffrey Whitman
M. Lore Whitney
Gabriel D. Wickline
David R. Wiechel
Elizabeth F. Wilber
Merle F. Wilberding
Lucas Wilder
Brian L. Wildermuth
Sidney L. Williams
David P. Williamson
J. Allen Wilmes
Reese Wineman
Paul Winterhalter
Kathleen Winters
Jeffrey A. Winwood
E John Wist
Tamela Womack
Irene Pang Wong
Brian D. Wright
Cheryl Wright Snyder
Stephanie M. Wykes
Edward C. Yim
Stanley J. Yoder
Jason Yoss
Eric W. Young
Margaret R. Young
Steven E. Yuhas
Anthony J. Zaharieff

Amy C. Zeuch
Paul Zimmer
William R. Zimmerman
Julie E. Zink
Mark A. Zugelder
Phillip A. Zukowsky
Jonathan S. Zweizig
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Center for Equal Justice



The Campaign for the Center for Equal Justice 

At the end of April 2010, LAWO and ABLE staff has been 
working from the Center for Equal Justice for one year thanks 
to the dedication and generosity of the Campaign Cabinet, 
our donors, the boards of trustees, and other volunteer  
leaders and staff. 

For more than 50 years, ABLE and LAWO have been  
changing the lives of our community’s most vulnerable  
residents. All of our supporters have personally played a role 
in ensuring that future generations will benefit from the  
legacy of these two law firms and the Center for Equal Justice.

Our goal of making the Center for Equal Justice “more 
than just a building” has already come to fruition with a  
number of activities and events held for clients, attorneys, and  
other groups who share our mission and vision. One of our  
biggest accomplishments was hosting our first ever  
Community and Client Advocacy Day as part of our  
opening celebration events. A number of our community 
partners joined us in providing hands-on assistance to  
people in our community challenged by loss of income,  
foreclosure, lack of health care, limited access to benefits, 
and many other issues low-income and disadvantaged  
people face every day.

How we did it.

Knowing the importance of maintaining our long-term 
goals of sustainability and of growing our capacity to help 
more people, LAWO and ABLE began their first ever capital 
campaign in 2007 – the Campaign for the Center for Equal 
Justice.

With plans in hand and the focus on being “more than just  
a building,” we started by bringing together a group of  
dedicated attorneys and community members to be the 
leaders of the Campaign. Once the Campaign officially 
kicked off, a number of unprecedented events occurred:

   •   The legal community rallied behind the efforts of their 
colleagues, resulting in large firms and small firms, as 
well as individual attorneys, stepping forward with do-
nations of close to $3 million, making this campaign the 
largest project the northwest Ohio legal community as 
a whole has ever supported.

   •   The Stranahan Foundation awarded us a $400,000 grant 
early in the campaign, and later increased their grant 
to $500,000 leading the way in local foundation and 
community gifts. The Landman-Goldman Foundation, 
France Stone Foundation, R. A. Stranahan Jr. Charitable 
Trust, and the Walter E. Terhune Memorial Fund  
followed with significant supporting gifts.



   •   Together, the boards of trustees and staff of LAWO and 
ABLE pledged 100 percent support to the Campaign, 
contributing nearly $200,000.

   •   Key community volunteers worked together with local 
legislators and the Governor of Ohio to secure a capital 
budget appropriation of $1 million – making the Center 
for Equal Justice a priority at the State level.

   •   Senator Sherrod Brown worked relentlessly to ensure that 
an appropriation of $712,500 for the Center for Equal 
Justice was included in the Omnibus Appropriation Bill 
approved by Congress and signed by President Barack 
Obama.

   •   The Kresge Foundation, one of the nation’s largest 
and most prestigious foundations, with a very rigorous 
and competitive application process, awarded the 
Campaign a Challenge Grant in the amount of $870,000 
– more than double the $400,000 that was requested. 
This significant gift provided the added incentive 
needed to complete the Campaign.

   •   With several hundred thousand dollars left to raise, 
we successfully launched a “Help Meet the Kresge 
Challenge” initiative that took us through the end of 
the Campaign and allowed us to earn the $870,000 
Kresge award. 

As a result, of these efforts and those of numerous other 
individuals, the Campaign for the Center for Equal Justice 
reached its $6.1 million goal. We are proud of the fact 
that the lawyers in our community took the lead to make 
the Center for Equal Justice a reality, contributing nearly 
$3 million to the Center for Equal Justice – an unprecedented 
show of support and generosity.

Thank you to all those who assisted LAWO and ABLE in our 
efforts to improve the delivery of our services, increase the 
numbers of those whom we help, and create a new Center 
for Equal Justice. We share a proud history of partnership 
with the communities we serve – and we look forward to 
continuing our work with you from the Center for Equal 
Justice.

Campaign for the Center for Equal Justice

We are grateful to our donors and supporters for their time, 
their resources, and their ability to enrich our community 
through a shared vision of equal access to justice for all. The 
following donors have made possible the Center for Equal 
Justice.

Chairs
R. Jeffrey Bixler
David A. Ward
Thomas L. Young

Cabinet Members
Robert M. Anspach
Steven P. Collier
Cary R. Cooper
Auxiliary Bishop 
  Robert Donnelly
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
Justice G. Johnson, Jr.
Catherine H. Killam
Richard G. LaValley, Jr.
C. Thomas McCarter
Richard A. Parr II
Stephen A. Rothschild
Elizabeth S. Ruppert, MD
Robert V. Sterling
James F. White, Jr.
Keith A. Wilkowski
Hon. David A. Katz, Advisor
Laurie J. Pangle, President, 
  Boards of Trustees

ABLE and LAWO 
Campaign Staff
Karri Caracciolo
John Hopkins
Cindy Hurst
Kevin C. Mulder
Beverly Nathan
Patricia J. Robb
Paul Saggese
Bryan Schermerhorn
Eric Stockard
Connie Calmes Szakovits
Joseph R. Tafelski
Carmen Vega-Perez

Major Contributors

Visionary
State of Ohio

Catalyst
The Kresge Foundation
The Stranahan Foundation
The US Department of 
  Housing and Urban 
  Development with the 
  support of Senator 
  Sherrod Brown

Pacesetter
R. Jeffrey and 
  Kathleen Bixler**
Russell A. Kelm and 
  Pamela S. Kallner**
Landman-Goldman 
  Foundation
Shumaker, Loop & 
  Kendrick, LLP

Benefactors
ABLE & LAWO Boards 
  of Trustees and Staff
Anspach Meeks 
  Ellenberger LLP*
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney
Cooper & Walinski, LPA*
France Stone Foundation
The LaValley Foundation
R.A. Stranahan Jr. 
  Charitable Trust
Titus NWO Foundation 
  in honor of 
  Philip McWeeny, Esq.**
David A. and Ann M. Ward**

Patrons
The Andersons Fund 
  Supporting Organization
Cole, Scott & Kissane, P.A.
Clement O. Miniger 
  Memorial Foundation



Patrons 
Connelly, Jackson 
  & Collier, LLP*
The Roman Catholic Diocese 
  of Toledo
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Jones, III
Eastman & Smith Ltd.
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Ohio Legal Assistance 
  Foundation
Walter E. Terhune 
  Memorial Fund
Richard S. and 
  Shelley M. Walinski

Champions
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Anderson
The Andersons, Inc. 
  Charitable Foundation
Brooks Insurance
City of Toledo
Dana Holding Corporation
R. Michael Frank
Gallon, Takacs, Boissoneault 
  & Schaffer Co., L.P.A.
John F. and Jeanie Hayward
Murray & Murray Co., L.P.A.
Richard A. Parr II 
HCR ManorCare, Inc.
Robison, Curphey & 
  O’Connell
Shindler, Neff, Holmes, 
  Schlageter & Mohler, L.L.P.
UBS Financial Services
James F. White, Jr.
Joseph F. Vargyas

Partners
Anonymous
Dr. James F. and Nancy K. Bingle
Cravath Swaine & Moore LLP
Hanson Inc.
Jeanne Deimling Johns 
  and Gary Johns
Elaine and Sam Kennedy 
  Strategic Partners, Inc. 
Kitch Drutchas Wagner 
  Valitutti & Sherbrook
Lafferty, Gallagher & Scott, LLC*
Mercy Health Partners
Reed Smith LLP
Spengler Nathanson, PLL
Steptoe & Johnson PLLC

Joseph R. Tafelski and 
  Jennifer W. Teschner
Toledo Rotary Foundation
Wilson Elser Moskowitz 
  Edelman & Dicker LLP

Leaders
Alfred H. Billstein Foundation
Anonymous
W. David Arnold and 
  Patricia J. Robb
Paul T. Belazis and Judy Didion
Robert J. and 
  Maureen M. Bingle
William J. and 
  Elizabeth K. Bingle
Jack J. Brady
Branford D. Brown
Buckingham, Doolittle & 
  Burroughs, LLP
Burns, White & Hickton, LLC
Carlton Fields
The Collaborative, Inc.
Ronald M. Cooperman
David J. Coyle
Dana Foundation
Benjamin Davis
Findley Davies, Inc.
Rick Goheen
Goodell, Devries, Leech 
  & Dann, LLP
John F. Hall
Sandra A. Hamilton and 
  Jorge Alfaro
Dorothy J. Hill
Juan Hinojosa
Justice G. Johnson, Jr.
Honorable David A. and 
  Joan S. Katz
Catherine H. Killam
Paul M. and Carol Kraus
Stephen and Elizabeth Krull
Latham & Watkins LLP
Richard G. LaValley, Jr.
LaValley, LaValley, Todak & 
  Schaefer Co., L.P.A.
Margaret J. Lockhart and 
  William K. Balzer
Malone, Ault & Farrell
B. Gary and Beverly J. McBride
C. Thomas McCarter
John J. McHugh, III
Michael S. McGowan

Richard B. McQuade, Jr.
Mondo Mechanical
Kevin C. Mulder and 
  Beatrice Maugeri
Beverly and Vincent Nathan
Norman C. Nitschke
Gary W. Osborne
Laurie J. Pangle and 
  Robert P. Watrol
Jerome Phillips
Querry & Harrow
Joseph A. Rideout
Rohrbachers Cron Manahan 
  Trimble & Zimmerman 
  Co., LPA
James I. Rothschild
Stephen A. Rothschild
J. David Ruffner II
Rolf H. Scheidel
John J. Siciliano
Daniel T. Spitler
James D. Stahler
Robert V. and Leslie F. Sterling
John P. Stockwell
The Blade
The Trust Company of Toledo
Hon. Thomas J. Tucker
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J. Michael Vassar
Vortex Foundation
David F. Waterman
Hon. Mary Ann Whipple
Keith A. Wilkowski

Advocates
Barb Acomb
Theresa H. Agyekum
Joseph Alfaro
Allotta, Farley and 
  Widman Co., LPA
Richard N. Alston
Carl Anderson
Dan Anderson
Magistrate Vernelis K. 
  Armstrong
Arnold, Caruso, Green and 
  Belazis, Ltd.
Associated General 
  Contractors of NWO
Jean Atkin
Michelle Atkinson
Laurie Avery
James Baehren
Bakenroth, Frankel and 
  Krinsky, LLP
Patricia Barnes
Bernard G. Barrow
Kelli A. Bartlett
Thomas Bartlett
Sandra Bashore
William F. Bates
Grace and Edgar Singleton Bell
Jim and Maryam Berta
Sara Best
Kaser Bhatti
Jeanette C. Bialek
Miles A. and Pamela K. Billmaier
Robert Billstein
James Bingle
Thomas Bingle
Marie Blake
John and Jocelyn Blaufuss
Kimberly Bogedain
Byron K. Bonar and 
  Ellen Stafford
LuAnn K. Boone
Margaret E.G. Bowers
Laura Breyman
Angelita Cruz Bridges & 
  Jonathan Bridges
Juanita Brittian

*Leading Law Firms
The following law firms have 
generously given $5,000 per 
lawyer in the firm.

Anspach Meeks Ellenberger LLP
Connelly, Jackson & Collier, LLP
Cooper & Walinski, LPA
Lafferty, Gallagher & Scott, LLC

**Million Dollar Club
The following donors worked 
toward raising $1 million by 
contributing $100,000 or 
more each and by inviting 
others to join in their effort.

R. Jeffrey and Kathleen Bixler
Russell A. Kelm and 
  Pamela S. Kallner
David A. and Ann M. Ward
Titus NWO Foundation in 
  honor of 
  Philip McWeeny, Esq.



Harland Britz
Compton Brooks
Carolyn Brown
Chanda Brown
Tim Brown
Monica Buckley
Antoinette Burnham
Mary Anne Burns
B. Janelle Butler Phifer
Fritz Byers
Donna Canino
Karri L. Caracciolo
Richard F. Carlile
Casey and Slaybod
Robert L. Caspar, Jr.
Frank Catanzariti
Alison T. Cayson
Aneel Chablani and 
  Kate Mitchell
Anisha Chablani
Dr. Paul and Patricia Clark
Cheryl W. and 
  Arthur H. Clephane
Maria J. Cochran
Betty Coggin
Robert A. Cole
Gwendolyn Coles
Steve Collier
Bob Comes
Committee to Reelect 
  Judge McDonald

Joseph V. and Judith M. Conda
Alvina R. Costilla
Craig and Susan Covrett
Sheila M. Crowley
John C. Cunningham
Matthew N. Currie
John Czarnecki
Judith Czarnecki
Steve Dane
Stephanie Dannemann
Denise Dartt
Gaby Davis
Marita Davis
Daniel DeAngelis
Christopher Decker
Crecia Decker
Sarah Decker-Hall
Mark and Lisa Deel
Cormac Delaney
Maralee Demorest
Catherine Dempsey
Sue Ann Dill
John D. DiSalle
Randy Dixon
Raymond Donadio
Bishop Robert Donnelly
Michael Dorf
Kathryn C. Dougherty
Andy Douglas
Erich Wolfgang Drescher 

Crystal Ebner
Bob Eddy
Kenneth L. Eigenbrod
Cynthia Elliott
Michael H. Elliott
Katherine Erford
Doris Fauble
Joseph Fey
Robert and Paula Fey
Toby R. Fey
Elizabeth Foley
Patrick J. Foley
Denise Ford Saxon
Edward and Ruth Franks
Elizabeth Franks
Susan and Jonathan Frantz
Elizabeth Freeman
Lawrence M. Friedman – 
  Toledo Building Services
Lucinda Fry
Tom Furey
Linda Gabriele
Glenn and Cassandra Galbreath
Rev. Anthony Gallagher
Jack Gallon
Rosa Garcia
Mary Catherine Garcia-Feehan
Kathy Garland
Visalakshi Gembala
Patricia Geraghty

Hans Giga
Peter and Malini Gillen
Gilmore, Jasion and 
  Mahler, Ltd.
George M. Glasser
Meredith M. Goldberg
M. Irma Gonzales
Elizabeth E. Gorman
Hon. Michael and 
  Amy Goulding
Judge Dennis J. Greaney
Teresa Green
Kevin Greenfield
Leola Green-Haynes
Stephanie Griesinger
Linda J. Griffith, MD and 
  Scott K. Kellogs, DO, JD
Teresa Grigsby
HOT Printing & Graphics
Habitec
Scott and Melissa Hamner
Hon. Peter and 
  Claudia Handwork
Anastasia K. Hanson
Paul Hanson
Richard and Patricia Hanusz
Jay Harris
Terry R. Hart
Judy Hatton
David and Carol Hauser



Campaign for the Center for Equal Justice continued ...

Advocates
Hawkins Law Office
Pamela Hayman-Weaner
Sherhonda R. Haynes
Mary Ellen Heben
Richard Heck
Tom R. Helberg
Mark R. Heller
Patricia Hernandez
Crystal Hesson
Nicholas Hetzer
William H. and 
  Fredlyn Z. Heywood
Dorothy J. Hill
David L. and Margaret J. Hinds
Stanley Hirtle
Petronella C. Holmes
Paula Holt
Sarah Hong
Hood Law Firm
Robert and Margaret Hopperton
Pam Howell-Beach
Karen Hull
Cindy Hurst
Nancy Ibarra
Glenn N. Ingersoll
Nimi Iyalla-Ipaye
Elizabeth Jackson
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
Ellis Jacobs
Marvin K. Jacobs
Janis James
Jamille G. Jamra
Elsie R. Jarrin
Debra Jennings
Kevin and JoEllen Joyce
Emmet K. and Amira E. Kadri
Bernie and Margie Kanary
William J. Kanary
Richard Karcher
John Keenehan
Kevin J. Kenney & 
  Associates, Ltd.
Key Bank
Barbara and Dave Kieffer
Frances King
Treveror J. King
Rebecca Kirkland
Nancy Kistler
James Klein
James R. Knepp
Richard W. Koehn
W. David Koeninger

John F. Kolbeck
Kathleen Kolodgy
Diane Kornowa
John Francis Kostyo
Kathleen Kozlowski
John and Anna Kraus
John A. Kuschell and 
  Kathryn A. Allingham
John Lamb
Sue Lange
Melissa S. LaRocco
Debra Lavey
Bianca S. Leal
Judy A. Leb
Michael Leesman
Lisa Leis
Christine Lenahan
William Leutz
Marc Levin and Terrell Allen
Mark Lindberg
Marlene Lippens
Littler Mendelson
Kathryn A. Lloyd
Erik Longton
Louise and Jay Lowenstein
Sharon A. Luedtke
Mariella M. Machen
Ann Maciejewski
MacMillan, Sobanski 
  and Todd, LLC
John T. Madigan
Mail Works
Monica Malhoit
Malone, Ault and Farrel
Jessica Manners
Dianne S. Mantel
Lisa Mantel
Martin Marinelli
R. Edward Marks
Elsa Marroquin
Helen Martaus
Sharon Martin-Jones
Susan R. Martyn
Stan and Paula Massey
Olivia Mata
Leasa and Terry Maxx
Maxx Marketing and Design
Hon. C. Allen McConnell
John and Joan McCune
Will and Emery McDermott 
  Foundation
Pat McGlothlin
Angele and Pat McGrady

Michael and Nancy McKelvey
Mary and Patrick McManamon
Gerald and Stella McMenamin
Hon. Colin J. McQuade
The McQuades Co., LPA
McVey and Parsky, LLC
Darren L. Meade
Medical Mutual of Ohio
Douglas Melin
Sarah N. Mervine
William G. Meyer
James Miller
Jeffrey Vick Miller
Myrl Milton
Daniel W. Mioduszewski
Debbie Gilbert Mitchell
Keith L. Mitchell
Richard Mitchell
Modern Builders
Mark N. Mogavero
Edward T. Mohler
Alan Mollenkamp
Eugenio Mollo, Jr. and 
  David Paul Mann
Richard and Nancy Mooney
Clifford Mulder
Craig and Kathi Mulder
Joshua J. Murnen
Veronica M. Murphy
Jim Murray
Susan Hartman Muska
Mary Ellen Natale
Nancy Nava-Wade
David and Nadine Nees
Nelson Mullins Riley 
  and Scarborough, LLP
Ean T. Nelson
Karen Nousen
Maurice D. and 
  Joan L. O’Connell
Kate O’Neil
Arturo Ortiz
Juanita Ortiz
Owens Illinois
Patrick and Diane Pacella
Thomas and Susan Palmer
Laurie Pangle
Joan D. Parker
Deb Paterakis
Amie Deanne Pelfrey
David Peterson
M. Howard Petricoff
Jeanne Philips-Roth

Stephen Phillips
Katherine A. Pieber
Deborah Pierce
Polofka and Van Berkom
John Polofka
Ralph Poor
Edward F. and 
  Donna C. Posluszny
Stacey Premo
Ronald S. Pretekin
Ann Pulford
Gail M. Purdie
J.B. Quilter Election Committee
Joyce Quinlivan
Arthur F. Raker
Elizabeth E. Redmon
Tamara Reeves
Regent Electric, Inc.
Loris M. Rehm
Renaissance Charitable 
  Foundation
Beverly Reynolds
Phillip M. Rice
Emilie Richardson
Lynn Ritter
Steve Roach
Patricia J. Robb
H. Buswell Roberts
Tonya Robinson
Damian Rodgers
Diana Rodriguez
Roetzel and Andress, LPA
James and Michelle Rogers
Karen Rothman
Patricia E. Rousseau
Sally Rumbaugh
Richard Ruppert, M.D. 
  and Elizabeth Ruppert, M.D.
Clayton Rusch
Elizabeth Rusch
Lindsey Ruschival
Rutledge Ecenia and 
  Purnell, PA
Paul Saggese
Jesus Salas
Sally Salazar
Stephen A. and 
  Lynn H. Schaefer
Bruce A. Schermerhorn
Bryan Schermerhorn
Bryanna M. Schermerhorn
Richard Schmidt
Anthony D. Schoen



Frederick Schultz
John D. Scouten
Lynette Searcy
Cheryl M. Sexton
Lisa Shaw
Gregory J. Shope
William Shryock
Arlene S. Singer
Sisters of Notre Dame
Laurie Smalley
Oretta Smith
Todd Souve
Beverly St. Clair
Donald St. Clair
Stephen H. Staelin
Ellen Marie Stafford
State Paper and Metal Company
Thomas R. Stebbins
Rebecca Steinhauser
Jim Stengle
Lynda Lee Stern
Eric J. Stockard
Duane Stranahan, Jr.
Tyrone Sturdivant
Mark E. and Linda Sullivan
John and Angela Supple
Joe and Sue Sweeney
Connie Calmes Szakovits
Joseph R. Tafelski and 
  Jennifer Teschner
Catherine Taylor
Christine Taylor
Dennis Tenison
Marian Thomas
Mercedes Thompson
Richard Timm
Warren and Pat Tipton
Toledo Bar Association 
  Foundation
Anthony Touschner
Matt Townsend
Jose J. Trujillo
Robert Paul Tucker
Robert Urfer
Barbara F. VanWormer
Julita Varner
Zachary Vassar
Carmen Vega-Pérez
Denny and Jeanette Verhoff
Patricia Vince
Vinson and Elkins LLP
Marguerite Waldo
Chris and Debbie Walker
Julian S. “Butch” Watson
Kathryn A. Watson

Weber and Sterling, LLC
Tina Webster
Lucinda J. Weller
Katina Werner
Rebecca Lynn West-Estell
David R. Wiechel
Tom and Judith Willging
Williams, DeClark and 
  Tuschman Co., LPA
Brian R. Williams
Stacey Williams
Willson Builders
Susan Wilson
Hon. Mary L. Wiseman
Charles and Phyllis Wittenberg
Doris Wohl
Donna M. Wojtkowiak
Karen E. Wood
Amelia K. Woodward
John and Pat Worcester
Brian Wright
Karen Wu
James E. Yavorcik
Lindsey Yoder
Cynthia Marie Zalewski
Lisa M. Zapata
Maria Zapiecki
Barbara Zappe
Hon. Norman G. Zemmelman
Zoll, Kranz, and Borgess
Veronica L. Zoltowski
Hon. Jack and 
  Kathleen Zouhary

In Honor of William J. Bingle
Bernard Barrow
James F. Bingle
Robert J. Bingle
Thomas Bingle
Cormac Delaney
Bernie and Margie Kanary
William J. Kanary
Kevin J. Kenney and 
  Associates Ltd.
John F. Kolbeck
Daniel J. LaValley
Malone, Ault and Farrell
Martin Marinelli
Michael and Nancy McKelvey
Edward F. and 
  Donna C. Posluszny
James Stengle
Mark E. and Linda Sullivan
Joe and Sue Sweeney

In Honor of the Entenmanns
Laurie J. Pangle

In Honor of Sandra Hamilton 
  and Jorge Alfaro
Barb Acomb
Richard N. Alston
W. David Arnold and 
  Patricia J. Robb
Grace Bell and 
  Edward Singleton
Juanita Brittian
Antoinette Burnham
Alison T. Cayson
Judith Czarnecki
Marita Davis
Toby R. Fey
Patrick J. Foley
Elizabeth Franks
Kathy Garland
Visalakshi Gembala
Irma M. Gonzales
David and Carol Hauser
Patricia Hernandez
Dorothy Hill
David L. and Margaret J. Hinds
Nancy Ibarra
Debra Jennings
Barbara and Dave Kieffer
Trivia King
Diane Kornowa
John A. Kuschell and 
  Kathryn A. Allingham
Christine Lenahan
Mark S. Lindberg
Marlene Lippens
Sharon A. Luedtke
R. Edward Marks
Helen Martaus
Angele and Pat McGrady
Gerald and Stella McMenamin
Veronica Murphy
Deb Paterakis
Katherine A. Pieber
Deborah Pierce
Ralph Poor
Ann Pulford
Gail M. Purdie
Loris M. Rehm
Lynn Ritter
Paul Saggese
Jesus Salas
Sally Salazar
Cheryl M. Sexton
Lynda Lee Stern
Joseph R. Tafelski and 
  Jennifer Teschner

Marian Thomas
Mercedes Thompson
Anthony Touschner
Robert Urfer
Barbara F. VanWormer
Carmen Vega-Perez
Denny and Jeanette Verhoff
Susan Wilson
Donna M. Wojtkowiak

In Honor of 
  Philip McWeeny, Esq.
Titus NWO Foundation

In Memory of Clayton Rusch
Elizabeth Rusch

In Honor of Dan Spitler’s  
  70th Birthday
Cheryl W. and 
  Arthur H. Clephane
William H and 
  Fredlyn Z. Heywood



Elaina, a fourth grader who attends a local public school, was diagnosed with autism. 

Rather than provide Elaina with support services appropriate to her diagnosis, the 

school placed her in a program designed for emotionally disturbed children. Elaina’s 

inability to handle her situation resulted in severe behavioral problems. When her 

Mom contacted Legal Aid for help, Elaina was in serious danger of being expelled 

from school. Legal Aid assisted Elaina by negotiating an agreement for the school to 

hire an autism specialist – a step that could benefit many children in similar situations.



Our Donors

LAWO and ABLE receives funding and support from many public and 
private sources such as government agencies, law firms, corporations, 
foundations, and individual donors. We rely on the contributions from 
law firms and members of the bar, foundations and corporations, and the 
general public in order to provide operating support. We are grateful to 
our donors for their time, resources, and ability to enrich our community 
through a shared vision of equal access to justice for all. Thank you.

2009 Annual Campaign 
for Equal Justice – Northwest Ohio

Ambassadors
Paul T. Belazis
William J. Bingle
Jack Brady
Steven M. Burke
David J. Coyle
Gabbi Davis
Lori W. Decker
Reginald S. Jackson
James R. Jeffery
Samuel Z. Kaplan
Catherine H. Killam
Margaret J. Lockhart
Michael Manahan
John J. McHugh III
James L. Murray
John R. Polofka
Mark D. Robinson
Joseph C. Schlageter
Robert M. Scott
Robert V. Sterling
William E. Takacs
Cynthia G. Tesznar
Michael Vassar
Tybo A. Wilhelms
Martin W. Williams
Rebecca Zietlow

Phonathon Volunteers
Meghan Anderson
W. David Arnold
Guy T. Barone
Paul Belazis
William J. Bingle 
Tracy Blankenship 
  Selis
Jacqueline M. Boney
Jack J. Brady
Mary Anne Burns
Ryan Cates
David J. Copeland
Joseph P. Dawson
Gretchen S. DeBacker
Thomas S. Douglas
Abbey Flynn
Janis E. Susalla Foley

Catherine H. Killam
Megan Maurer
C. Thomas McCarter
Andrew W. Miller
Laurie J. Pangle
John R. Poloflka
Mark A. Robinson
Sara J. Roller
Sarah K. Skow
J. Michael Vassar
George C. Ward

Pacesetter $5,000 
and above
Russ Kelm

Leadership $2,000 
to $4,999
Cooper & Walinski

Sustaining $1,000 
to $1,999
R. Jeffrey Bixler
David J. Coyle
Jack E. Gallon
Marshall & Melhorn, 
  LLC
Ellen Vargyas
Weber & Sterling, LLC
Joseph R. Tafelski
Marilyn L. Widman

Benefactor $500 
to $999
W. David Arnold and 
  Patricia J. Robb
Fritz Byers
Dr. and Mrs. Lachman 
  Chablani
Scott Hamner
Susan Hartman 
  Muska
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
Catherine H. Killam
Marc S. Levin and 
  Terrell Allen

Susan R. Martyn
Douglas R Melin
Kevin C. Mulder
Thomas W. Palmer
Beverly St. Clair
John J. Siciliano
John P. Stockwell
John L. Straub
Holly Taft Sydlow
Joseph Tafelski
Pat and Warren 
  Tipton
Hon. Thomas J. 
  Tucker

Supporting $300 
to $499
Richard Alston
William J. Bingle 
Dean A. Catignani
Steven P. Collier
Janis S. Foley
Sandra Hamilton
John F. Hayward
Thomas N. Ingersoll
Margaret J. Lockhart
Michael S. McGowan
Mark N. Mogavero
Martin E. Mohler
Charles D. Niehaus
John R. Polofka
Kyle Ann Silvers
Spitler & Williams- 
  Young Co., LPA
Thomas J. Szyperski
Tybo A. Wilhelms
Joseph L. Wittenberg
Zoll, Kranz & Borgess

Advocate $100 
to $299
Mark C. Abramson
Rev. Howard Abts
Adray and Grna 
  Associates
Stephen F. Ahern

Meghan Anderson
Roman Arce
Jean Ella Atkin
BMT Productions
Bahret & Associates
Jennifer Timonere 
  Bainbridge
C. William Bair
C. Philip Baither, III
Ballenger & Moore 
  Co., LPA
Brian Philip Barger
William I. Barkan
Mark S. and 
  Asha W. Barnes
Guy T. Barone
Barry and Feit
Paul T. Belazis
Eileen M. Best
Pamela Kay Billmaier
Thomas Craig Blank
Jacqueline M. Boney
Gene Thomas Borgstahl
Boss & Vitou
James E. Brazeau
Marcus J. Brubaker
David A. Bryan
Cheri Budzynski
B. Janelle Butler-Phifer
Connie Calmes Szakovits
Daniel G. Camick
John Michael Carey
James D. Caruso
Casey & Slaybod
Patrick B. Cavanaugh
Aneel Chablani
Byron S. Choka
A. Thomas Christensen
Diane E. Citrino
Jack D. Colboth
Robert J. Comes
William M. Connelly
Contrada & Associates
Cary R. Cooper
C. Craig Covrett
Kyle Alison Cubbon
Stephen M. Dane
Michael P. Dansack, Jr.
Gabrielle Davis
Jennifer J. Dawson
Stephanie E. Deller
Miner O. Dickason
Hon. Charles Doneghy
Thomas S. Douglas
Michael A. Dzienny
Donna Marie 
  Engwert-Loyd
Kevin M. Ferguson
William G. Fischer
John B. Fisher

Helen Foreman
R. Michael Frank
Paul D. Frankel
John D. Franklin
Craig F. Frederickson
Bruce and 
  Diane French
Lynn L. Fruth
Jack G. Fynes
Thomas W. Gallagher
Jack Gallon
Rosa Garcia
Thomas M. George
Hon. George M. Glasser
Martin E. Goff
Arnold N. Gottlieb
Hon. Michael R. 
  Goulding
Minnie Gray
R. Kevin Greenfield
Lisa Ann Grego
Teresa Grigsby
George Gusses
Allen D. Gutchess, Jr.
Elizabeth J. Hall
Anastasia K. Hanson
Gary M. Harden
Jay Harris, III
Richard W. Heck
Vaughn A. Hoblet, Sr.
Timothy J. Horne
James H. Irmen
Frank D. Jacobs
Mark I. Jacobs
Marvin K. Jacobs
Donald Lee Johnson, Jr.
Michael C. Jones
Frederick Kalmbach
Thomas A. Karol
Rex C. Keener
Robin M. Kennedy
Kevin J. Kenney
Kenneth Kilbert
Douglas W. King
Richard W. Koehn
Kathleen W. Kolodgy
Alan Sanford Konop
John F. Kostyo
Michelle L. Kranz
John Kraus
Kathleen Ann Kress
Timothy D. Krugh
Jon A. Lafferty
Justice Judith Ann 
  Lanzinger
David J. Lenavitt
Anita Levin
Jon Brent Liebenthal
William R. Lindsley



Lyden, Liebenthal & 
  Chappell, Ltd.
Ann Maciejewski 
Richard S. MacMillan
William T. Maloney
Benjamin F. Marsh
Andrew R. Masse
C. Thomas McCarter
Timothy C. McCarthy
Peter J. McHugh
Sarah Ann McHugh
William Miles McKee
Joseph and Martha 
  Membrino
Frank S. Merritt
Kenneth L. Mickel
Gerald L. Mills
Nancy D. Moody
James E. Morgan
Clifford J. and 
  Brenda Mulder
James L. Murray
Carter Paul Neff
Ean Nelson
John K. Nelson
Lawrence W. Nichols
Gary W. Osborne
Hon. S. Dwight Osterud
Laurie J. Pangle
Christopher F. Parker
Terry W. Parker
Janet E. Pecquet
James M. Perlman
Barbara A. Rath
Philip M. Rice
Hon. Reno R. Riley, Jr.
Stephen C. Roach
Mark A. Robinson
John M. Roca
James L. Rogers
Matthew Rohrbacher
Peter G. Rost
Theodore M. Rowen
Mag. Brenda S. 
  Rutledge
Robert Paul Saggese
Robert S. Salem
Charles Herbert Sallah
Michael S. Scalzo
James E. Schaefer
Thomas Joseph Schaffer
Charles R. Schaub
Scheer, Green and 
  Burke, Co., LPA
Thomas L. Schlacter
Joseph C. Schlageter
Thomas G. Schlageter

Philip L. Schmidt
Robert M. Scott
Timothy J. Semro
James P. Silk, Sr.
David J. Simko
Hon. Arlene Singer
Brad Smith
C.J. Keller Smith
Steven R. Smith
Keith B. Sparrow
Scott E. Spencer
Donald David St. Clair
Joseph A. Stancati
Thomas R. Stebbins
Aly Sterling Philanthropy
James A. Sulewski
Deborah Sue Tassie
Nirakar Chand Thakur, Jr.
Anthony Edward Turley
Trevor P. VanBerkom
Richard S. Walinski
Linde Hurst Webb
Hon. Mary Ann Whipple
Kenneth I. White, Sr.
Emily Ciecka Wilcheck
Dale Wilker
Douglas A. Wilkins
Vernos J. Williams
Martha Joyce 
  Wilson-Burres
Benjamin F. Yale
Stephen A. Yarbrough
James E. Yavorcik
Kurt Matthew Young
Lami Helen Youssef- 
  Coyle
Cynthia Marie Zalewski
Hon. Connie F. 
  Zemmelman
Thomas G. Zraik

Friend up to $99
Theresa Agyekum
Heather L. Allred
Van Patrick Andres
Gregory Lee Arnold
Hon. James E. Barber
Joanna Elaine Baron
Anthony Bayford
Steven Bechtel
Margaret G. Beck
Michael J. Berebitsky
Kaser Sahiba Bhatti
Wayne W. Biggert
John A. Blaufuss
Kimberly Bogedain
John H. Boggs

LuAnn Boone
James A. Brebberman
Margaret E. Bretzloff
Angelita Cruz Bridges
Timothy J. Brown
Robert William Bryce
Steven M. Burke
Mary Anne Burns
Thomas E. Cafferty
Esteban R. Callejas
Donald Hein Cameron
Eddie M. Cole
Geoffrey A. Cottier
Philip Carl Davis
Peter O. Dellinger
David A. Dennis
Randall C. Dixon
D. Edward Dolgorukov
Brandi L. Doniere
Michael David Dorf
Renisa A. Dorner
Erich Wolfgang Drescher
James A. Duggan
Darlene J. Dunn
Owen Benton Dunn, Jr.
Ronda Louise Durney
William Charles Eickholt
Richard F. Ellenberger
Bradley C. Elrod
Gregg William Emch
Kurt Erichsen
Larry D. Farley
David J. Fickel
Phyllis Flowers
Howard M. Friedman
Lawrence M. Friedman
Richard S. Friedman
Patricia Fugee
Mary Catherine 
  Garcia-Feehan
Mark C. Geudtner
Paul D. Giha
Robert J. Gilmer, Jr.
Stuart J. Goldberg
Anneliese Gryta
Marcia S. Gurecky
Steven Gutowitz
Yolanda D. Gwinn
Steven Craig Hales
John F. Hall
Drew A. Hanna
Stephen D. Hartman
Richard C. Hasbrook
Patricia C. Hays
David Henderson
Stanley A. Hirtle
Catherine Griffing 
  Hoolahan

Bob and Peggy 
  Hopperton
Gary E. Horn
Stephen Errin House
Patricia Ligibel
Cherrefe A. Kadri
Deb Keenehan
Dennis F. Keller
Marvin E. Keller
Donna L. Kiroff
James R. Knepp, II
John A. Landry
Peter N. Lavalette
Judith A. Leb
Marilyn J. Brenner Levine
Patricia Ligibel
Jeffery M. Lublin
Ann Maciejewski
Thomas G. Mackin
Daniel J. Maloney
Suzanne Cotner 
  Mandros
Susan D. McClay
Tom McDonald 
  and Liz Facey
Benjamin McMurray 
  and Noreen Hanlon
Meredith L. Mercurio
Andrew Miller
Edward Thomas Mohler
John B. Molnar
Betty Morais
Amy M. Natyshak
David K. Nees
Jeffrey A. Nelson
Susan B. Nelson
Mark Nusbaum
Jeremiah O’Brien
Maurice D. O’Connell
Andrea Pietraszak
Charles E. Racine
Hon. M. Scott Ramey
Thomas Ramler
Jessica Ramos
George Kott Reiser
Gregory W. Robinette
Sara J. Roller
Karen Rothman
George R. Royer
Barry E. Savage
Dennis P. Sawan
Mary L. Sawers
John DeWitt Scouten
Sue Ann Sikkema
James P. Silk, Jr.
Peter R. Silverman
Sarah Skow

Mr. and Mrs. Smith
Mark M. Smith
Harold M. Steinberg
Karl Strauss
Marie E. Suplica
Joan C. Szuberla
D. Casey Talbott
Mary Jo Tarini
Catherine M. Taylor
Douglas A. Taylor
Cynthia G. Tesznar
Thomas Timmers
Michael J. Todak
Elizabeth Tuohy
Louis Udell
Carmen Vega-Perez
Mark D. Wagoner
Joseph M. Walsh
John R. Wanick
John C. Wasserman
Margaret Mary 
  Weisenburger
John F. Wetli
Lyndi Whitcraft
Kenneth J. White
Kimberly Williford
Keith J. Winterhalter
Hon. Charles S. 
  Wittenberg
Cheryl F. Wolff
Joyce Ann Woods
Robert G. Young
Emily Zillgitt
Roger K. Zimmerman
Bethany Ziviski
Edward F. Zoltanski
Ralph C. Zychowicz

In Memory of 
  Joseph Vargyas
Ellen Vargyas

In Memory of 
  Mark Allen Raschke
Helen Foreman

In Honor of 
  Allen and Ann Mulder
Clifford and 
  Brenda Mulder

In Memory of 
  Gifford W. Moore, Sr.
Steve Gutowitz

2009 Annual Campaign for Equal Justice – Northwest Ohio continued ...



Campaign Co-Chairs
Kermit F. Lowery 
David P. Pierce

Campaign Committee
Brooks Compton
Christopher Cowan
Matthew DiCicco
Gary Froelich
Carley Ingram
D. Jeffrey Ireland
J. Steven Justice
James Kelleher
James Kordik
Scott Liberman
Dianne Marx
Susan Blasik Miller
Walter Reynolds
Pat Rousseau
Joseph Schaeff
Ralph Skilken, Jr.
Robert Surdyk
Tom Whelley
Brian Wright

Pacesetter $5,000 
and above
Anonymous

Sustaining $1,000 
to $1,999
Bieser Greer & 
  Landis LLP
Cooper, Gentile and 
  Washington Co., LPA
D. Jeffrey Ireland
Kathryn A. Lamme
Chris and Debbie Walker

Benefactor $500 
to $999
Robert M. Curry
Carley Ingram
Lisa A. Kloppenberg 
  & Mark Zunich
Kermit F. Lowery
Kevin C. Mulder
David Nadler
Thomas R. Noland
Pickrel Schaeffer & 
  Ebeling Co. LPA
Hon. Walter H. Rice
Jan Rudd-Goenner
Edward L. Shank

Mark Edward Stone
Thompson & DeVeny 
  Co. LPA

Supporting $300 
to $499
Gary W. Auman
Michael A. Baer
Robert P. Bartlett
Karen D. Bradley
Brooks Compton
Joan Drake Durham
Hon. Patrick J. Foley
Hon. Mary Kate Huffman
Dianne F. Marx
David P. Pierce
Reynolds & Reynolds 
  Associates Foundation
J. David Ruffner
Andrea M. Seielstad
Karen M. Sherlock
Katrina L. Wahl
Gary J. Weston
Brian Wright

Advocate $100 
to $299
Debra Armanini
Janice I. Beers
Martin A. Beyer
Susan Blasik-Miller & 
  Arvin Miller
Elizabeth H. Blattner
Amy S. Boland
Richard A. Boucher
Robert J. Brown
Chad Burton
Richard F. Carlile
Frank P. Catanzariti
Hon. William A. Clark
Rebecca A. Cochran
Christopher F. Cowan
John A. Cumming
Peter J. Donahue
Daryl R. Douple
James A. Dyer
Meg Evans
Lee C. Falke
Gary L. Froelich
Hon. Jeffrey E. Froelich
Jacqueline V. Gaines
Judge Dennis J. Greaney
Vanessa L. Guenther
Thomas L. Hagel

Donald F. Harker, III
Jennifer K. Harrison
Jennifer N. Heapy
Hon. Cynthia M. Heck
Mathias H. Heck, Jr.
Richard F. Heil, Jr.
J. Stephen Herbert
J. Michael Herr
Hess & Daganhardt 
  Co. LPA
Casie E. Hollis
Deborah D. Hunt
Joseph Justice
Scott A. King
M. Edward Kuhns
David L. Layman
Michael G. Leesman
William J. Leibold
Lexis Nexis Cares
Helenka Marculewicz
John Martin
Donna McMurry
Michael P. Moloney
Jack L. Neuenschwander
Victoria Nilles
Allen R. Norris
Hon. Timothy N. 
  O’Connell
Timothy G. Pepper
Hon. John S. Pickrel
Lisa S. Pierce
Ronald S. Pretekin
George & Barbara 
  Reynolds
John P. Rieser
William A. Rogers, Jr.
Patricia E. Rousseau
Barbara L. Sager
Richard A. Schwartz
Beverly F. Shillito
Ralph A. Skilken, Jr.
Laurie Smalley
Mr. and Mrs. James 
  D. Stahler
Robert Surdyk
Jeffrey A. Swillinger
Joseph R. Tafelski
Richard A. Talda
Tracy & Tracy Co. LPA
Mark A. Tuss
Thomas P. Whelley, II
Merle F. Wilberding
Mary L. Wiseman
Penny Wolff

Hon. William H. Wolff, Jr.
Maureen C. Yuhas 
Barbara A. Zappe

Friend up to $99
Thomas A. Adam
Marc Amos
Douglas C. Anspach
Kristen Brandt
Chris Brown
Julie A. Bruns
Joseph P. Buchanan
James E. Byrd
Hon. James F. Cannon
Arbutus L. Carlisle
Margaret M. Carper
Jason Cavinder
Ronald and Mary 
  Coleman
Leon J. Daidone
Rima Davidson
Nicholas E. Davis, Jr.
Robert C. Deschler
Lynda A. Dodd
Frederick W. Dressel
Barbara A. Duncombe
Charles M. Ellis
Melissa Ford
Lance A. Gildner
Robert L. Guehl
Andrea M. Hirtle
Sandra K. Hobson
Jon D. Holt
Nancy Jones
Hon. Lillian M. Kern
Steven T. Knippen
Scott A. Liberman
Kelly D. Madzey
Jennifer Maffett
Linda G. Menz
Thomas J. Menza
Eric Michener
Margaret Moehlman
Mary Montgomery
R. Lynn Nothstine
Michele D. Phipps
Lynn M. Reynolds
Edwin L. Ryan, Jr.
Michael Samonas
Bonnie Shane
Jeffrey B. Shulman
Jill Sink
Johnna Skia
Suzanne Sumner

2009 Miami Valley Annual Campaign

Tracey B. Tangeman
Andrew R. Thaler
Angela Maria Thomas
Nolan C. Thomas
Douglas Trout
Julia Anne Turner
Karl R. Ulrich
Brian Wakefield
Stephen A. Weigand
Heather Duffey 
  Welbaum
Betty J. White
Lisa K. Wiseman
Cynthia F. Woltz
Danyelle Wright

We are grateful for the generosity of our donors and make every effort to ensure accuracy in acknowledging their support.  
This list is complete as of July 8, 2010. If you feel an error has been made, 

please contact the Development Office at 419-930-2562.



ABLE

Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio
Supports advocating for residents of nursing homes, adult 
care facilities, and consumers receiving in-home care services 
through the Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program.

Equal Justice Works
Support for Attorney Fellows working in the areas of 
neighborhood revitalization and foreclosure prevention.

Internal Revenue Service
Low Income Taxpayer Clinic to assist people with 
controversies on federal income tax matters and provide 
outreach and education on tax issues to English as a Second 
Language taxpayers.

National Center on Elder Abuse
Support for the Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program to 
coordinate a multidisciplinary elder abuse prevention task 
force in Lucas County.

Northwest Ohio Community Shares
Operating support through workplace giving.

Ohio Attorney General
Victims of Crime Act funding to provide services to crime 
victims residing in nursing homes in 10 northwest Ohio 
counties.

Ohio State Legal Services Association
Support for preforeclosure legal assistance to homeowners.

Stranahan Foundation
Support of the AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and 
Housing Opportunity Project in Lucas County.

Toledo Community Foundation
Support for the Mobile Benefit Bank project.

United Way of Greater Toledo
Support for the Mobile Benefit Bank project.

LAWO

Area Agency on Aging - Ohio District 5
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Ashland, Crawford, 
Huron, Richland, Seneca, and Wyandot counties.

Area Agency on Aging, PSA 2
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Champaign, Clark, 
Darke, Greene, Logan, Miami, Montgomery, Preble, and 
Shelby counties.

Area Agency on Aging, PSA 3
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Allen, Auglaize, 
Hancock, Hardin, Putnam, Mercer, and Van Wert counties.

City of Dayton
Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Program 
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

City of Toledo Department of Neighborhoods
Federal Community Development Block Grant funds  
supporting legal assistance in housing matters for low- 
income City of Toledo residents.

Clark County Department of Job and Family Services
Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Program 
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act,

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to  
support legal assistance to victims of domestic violence in 
Lucas County.

Findlay/Hancock County Bar Association
Support for staffing of the Findlay satellite office and 
the AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and Housing  
Opportunity Project in Hancock County.

Findlay-Hancock County Community Foundation
Support for the AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and 
Housing Opportunity Project in Hancock County.

Legal Services Corporation
Support of LAWO area-wide services.

Lucas County Department of Jobs and Family Service
Program to remove legal barriers to employment and self-
sufficiency and provides services to seniors and persons with 
disabilities.

Miami County Department of Job and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County assistance.

We can’t do it without you.
 
ABLE and LAWO’s client services are supported by public 
and private funding. Below are the names of the funders 
and the programs they support.



Montgomery County
Support for legal assistance to frail elderly individuals in 
Montgomery County.

Montgomery County Department of Job and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County assistance.

Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to 
support legal assistance to domestic violence victims in most 
LAWO counties.

Ohio Poverty Law Center
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to 
support legal assistance to victims of domestic violence.

St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center
Support for the Medical Legal Partnership for Children 
through the Abandoned Infants Assistance Project.

Sandusky Municipal Court
Support for legal assistance to Sandusky residents.

Shelby County Department of Job and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for county assistance.

Springfield Foundation
Support of the Clark County Predatory Lending Project  
for services to victims and potential victims of predatory 
lending.

Toledo Municipal Court
Civil Legal Assistance Services Project to provide legal 
assistance on site at the court to individuals with housing 
and consumer cases.

Turner Foundation
Support for legal assistance to Clark County residents with 
predatory lending and foreclosure issues and support for 
the AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and Housing 
Opportunity Program in Clark County.

United States Department of Justice
Legal Assistance for Victims Project to provide legal 
assistance to victims of domestic violence in 21 rural counties.

United States Department of Justice, 
Office on Violence Against Women
Rural Domestic Violence grant to provide legal assistance to 
victims through the Northwest Ohio Family Justice Center in 
21 rural counties.

United Way of Defiance County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Defiance County.

United Way of Fulton County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Fulton County.

United Way of the Greater Dayton Area
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Montgomery, 
Greene, and Preble Counties through programs that assist 
families, the disabled and elderly, and provide education on 
legal rights and responsibilities to youth.

United Way of Greater Lima
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Allen County.

United Way of Greater Toledo
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Lucas, Wood, 
and Ottawa Counties.

United Way of Williams County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Williams County.

LAWO via ABLE

Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc.
Legal assistance to senior citizens in 10 counties of LAWO’s 
service area.

Equal Justice Works 
AmeriCorps Pro Bono Legal Corps Project to recruit and 
support volunteer law students and attorneys.

LAWO and ABLE Combined

The Kresge Foundation
Support of general operations.

Mental Health and Recovery Services Board of Lucas County 
Advocacy on behalf of consumers within the mental health 
system, including outreach visits to area mental health 
agencies and community groups.

Ohio Community Service Council 
AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and Housing 
Opportunity Project to provide legal assistance and 
advocacy to low-income clients and long term care residents 
with legal problems related to the ability to obtain or 
maintain safe, affordable housing.

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation
Support of ABLE and LAWO area-wide services, Legal Aid 
Line, and the migrant program, as well as support for the 
ABLE Immigrant Detention Project and the Save the Dream 
foreclosure prevention project, the Equal Justice Works 
Fellowship, and Equal Justice Works Recovery Fellows.



Support and Revenue

 Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) .......................$4,699,425
 Legal Services Corporation (LSC) [LAWO only] ................$2,792,333
 Other grants and contracts .............................................$3,201,169
 Fundraising/special events .................................................$107,432
 Miscellaneous interest and other income ...........................$367,429

 Subtotal ........................................................................$11,167,788

 Application of reserves and transfer 
 from Legal Aid Foundation of Western Ohio ...................$1,152,312 

 Total .............................................................................$12,320,100

38%

23%

9%

26%

3%
1%

Expenses and Expenditures

 Compensation and benefits ............................................$9,619,625
 Contract services ............................................................$1,101,154
 Operating costs .................................................................$985,315
 Travel, support, and training ..............................................$450,691
 Miscellaneous ....................................................................$163,315

 Total .............................................................................$12,320,100

78%
9%

4%
1%

8%

ABLE and LAWO
2009 Operating Revenue and Expenditures

Excludes Center for Equal Justice Building capital campaign and building expenditures. This report is related to ABLE and 
LAWO’s operations budget and does not include revenue or expenses related to the Campaign for the Center for Equal 
Justice or the Legal Aid Foundation of Western Ohio.



2009 - 2010 
ABLE and LAWO Boards of Trustees

Laurie J. Pangle, President 
Attorney-at-Law 
Spengler Nathanson PLL 
Toledo, Ohio

David J. Coyle, Vice President 
Attorney-at-Law 
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP 
Toledo, Ohio

James L. Murray, Vice President 
Attorney-at-Law 
Murray & Murray Co., LPA 
Sandusky, Ohio

Jacqueline V. Gaines, Secretary 
Attorney-at-Law 
Sebaly Shillito + Dyer 
Dayton, Ohio

J. David Ruffner, Treasurer 
Attorney-at-Law 
Ruffner Law Offices 
Dayton, Ohio

Khadijah H. Ali 
Client Representative 
Dayton, Ohio

William J. Bingle 
Attorney-at-Law 
Maloney, McHugh & Kolodgy 
Toledo, Ohio

Mary Anne Burns 
Attorney-at-Law 
Lucas County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities 
Toledo, Ohio

Esteban R. Callejas 
Attorney-at-Law 
Bowling Green, Ohio

Joyce Clarke 
Client Representative 
Dayton, Ohio

Michelle Dewey 
Client Representative 
Delta, Ohio

Bruce C. French 
Attorney-at-Law 
Lima, Ohio

Margaret Ann Garner 
Client Representative 
Findlay, Ohio

Carlos Guajardo 
Client Representative 
Springfield, Ohio

John F. Hall 
Attorney-at-Law 
Fremont, Ohio

Leola Haynes 
Community Representative 
Toledo, Ohio

Justice G. Johnson, Jr. 
Attorney-at-Law 
Marshall & Melhorn LLC 
Toledo, Ohio

James Knepp, II* 
Attorney-at-Law 
Robison, Curphey & O’Connell 
Toledo, Ohio

John Kostyo 
Attorney-at-Law 
Findlay, Ohio

Pat McGlothlin 
Client Representative 
Port Clinton, Ohio

Amie Deann Pelfrey 
Client Representative 
Dayton, Ohio

David S. Peterson* 
Attorney-at-Law 
Xenia, Ohio

Patricia Rousseau 
Attorney-at-Law 
Public Defenders Office 
Dayton, Ohio

Oretta Smith 
Client Representative 
Port Clinton, Ohio

Susan Solle 
Attorney-at-Law 
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP 
Dayton, Ohio

J. Michael Vassar 
Attorney-at-Law 
Toledo, Ohio

Anna M. Walker 
Client Representative 
Toledo, Ohio

Kathryn Watson 
Client Representative 
Toledo, Ohio

Diane Welborn 
Community Representative 
Ombudsman & Executive Director 
Joint Office of Citizen Complaints 
Dayton, Ohio

Rebecca West-Estell 
Attorney-at-Law 
Toledo, Ohio

Hon. Mary Wiseman 
Montgomery County Court 
of Common Pleas 
Dayton, Ohio

James Stahler (Emeritus) 
Retired Social Worker 
Clayton, Ohio

David Ward (Emeritus) 
Attorney-at-Law/Mediator 
Presque Isle, Michigan 

*2009 only



Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc.
Administrative Office

Center for Equal Justice
525 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 300

Toledo, Ohio 43604

419.255.0814
Fax 419.259.2880

Toll-free 1.800.837.0814

www.ablelaw.org
Offices in Dayton and Toledo

Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc.
Administrative Office

Center for Equal Justice
525 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 400

Toledo, Ohio 43604

419.724.0030
Fax 419.321.1582 

Toll-free 1.877.894.4599

www.lawolaw.org
Offices in Dayton, Defiance, Fremont, Lima, 
Mansfield, Sandusky, Springfield, and Toledo

7/10/11.5M
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