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ABLE and LAWO

Together, we do the community justice.

Each year, the law firms of ABLE and LAWO offer advice and 
help with legal matters to thousands of people in our community 
who have no place else to turn. Yet, there are thousands more 
throughout our 32-county service area who LAWO and ABLE 
cannot serve due to limited resources. These individuals cannot 
afford qualified civil legal representation and risk having their 
rights denied. 

LAWO and ABLE received more than 35,500 requests for help in 
2007, an increase of four percent from 2006. We assisted more 
than 50,000 individuals and families, a 19 percent increase. 
The needs of our clients continue to grow. We help individuals 
and families escape domestic violence, avoid homelessness, 
obtain needed public benefits or mental health care, access 
basic support services, and resolve many other problems that 
threaten their well-being. 

As law firms for the poor, our work is to improve the lives of low-income people 
in northwest and west central Ohio by helping them obtain and maintain the basic 
necessities of life – housing, safety, health care, and food – in addition to enhancing 
family stability and security. We do this by working to resolve a full range of legal 
problems, including domestic violence, immigration, civil rights, employment, consumer, 
and family issues, as well as housing and public benefits matters.

Our law firms employ highly committed, experienced attorneys, paralegals, and support 
personnel. We maintain a strong record of partnering with other non-profit organizations  
and administrative and public service agencies that share our missions.

In addition to providing legal assistance for individual clients, we represent groups of 
clients with common legal problems when it is the most efficient and cost-effective 
way to resolve these problems. We conduct community legal education sessions and 
trainings, including providing pro se (self help) materials and guidance for those not 
facing emergency situations, and provide advocacy and assistance on systemic issues 
affecting our client communities, all of which benefit many thousands of poor people. 



Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE) 
2007 Significant Accomplishments

Legal Aid Line 

ABLE’s intake, advice, and referral services program handled close to 29,000 cases 
in 2007. This includes 8,966 web applications, approximately 3,800 more than were 
submitted to Legal Aid Line in 2006. Legal Aid Line is projected to receive more than 
10,000 web applications by the end of 2008. Legal Aid Line is a joint intake system 
shared by LAWO and ABLE and the Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyers Project.

Public Health Outreach Efforts

Since March 2007, ABLE has engaged in ongoing discussions with the University of 
Toledo, exploring the possibility of a collaborative approach to identify potential public 
health risks faced by low-income people. This collaboration has led to the development 
of a migrant farmworker health survey. The survey is being distributed to seasonal 
migrant farmworkers and the data will be analyzed by public health experts at the 
University of Toledo. Areas of inquiry include general health questions, field sanitation, 
water quality, public health conditions at the migrant camps, and health trends of the 
migrant farmworker population. ABLE will then become involved in redressing the health 
and sanitation issues identified.

LAWO and ABLE 2007 Combined Record of Service

   •  35,862 requests for help
   •  19,111 open cases
   •  19,088 closed cases
   •  50,049 individuals benefited across 32 counties
   •  $6,069,046 total monetary awards for clients*

* Awards and benefits obtained in the areas of child support, spousal support, unemployment compensation, 
supplemental security income, debt write-off, disability assistance, food stamps, and damages.

continued...



Manufactured Home Park Residents’ Rights  

ABLE has been actively involved in outreach efforts and with investigating complaints 
of violations of residents’ rights at manufactured home parks. At several mobile home 
parks, ABLE has received complaints from homeowner-residents regarding water billing 
and meter repairs. In particular, some residents are receiving higher bills since the park 
operator took over the water billing. In addition, park operators attempt to enforce rules 
making residents responsible for repairs to the water meter and pipes regardless of 
where the problem occurs. This is contrary to Ohio law, which places the responsibility 
of maintaining the water and sewer system on the park owner. ABLE is engaged in 
ongoing efforts to educate homeowners on their rights.

Ombudsman/Nursing Home Advocacy Project 

Ombudsman staff and volunteers investigated 926 complaints throughout a 10-county 
service area. In addition, more than 79 people sought assistance on the selection of a 
long-term care facility, and 57 volunteers spent 2,622 hours visiting long-term care 
facilities advocating for residents. Information about ombudsman program services, 
resident rights, and advocacy efforts on behalf of residents was presented to 42 
community groups, and volunteer ombudsman Helen Martaus of Toledo was selected  
to represent Ohio’s volunteer ombudsmen at the 2007 National Consumer Voice for 
Quality Long-Term Care conference.

Immigrant Worker and Detainee Advocacy Project

ABLE received a grant from the Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) that provided 
legal rights presentations and legal assistance to immigrants being detained in area jails.  
The Immigrant Worker and Detainee Advocacy Project was designed to remove barriers, 
both legal and illegal, imposed on immigrants and detainees because of their ethnicity, 
immigration status, or limited English proficiency. The OLAF grant helped increase the 
project’s capacity to provide representation to detainees through a collaboration with 
the Legal Aid Society of Cleveland. This partnership increased coverage of the detention 
facilities in Ohio that house immigrant detainees to inform them of their rights through 
delivery of Know Your Rights presentations and to provide representation to detainees 
through dedicated staff at both ABLE and Cleveland Legal Aid, as well as the recruitment 
and placement of cases with pro bono attorneys. A grant from the Midwest Immigrant 
and Human Rights Center also supported this project.

continued...



Legal Aid Negotiates Compensation 
for Mark and Other Unpaid Temporary 
Workers

When Mark and others went to pick up their paycheck from a 

temporary staffing agency in Dayton, they were shocked to find 

the agency shuttered. The company closed because of money 

issues, but employees were not notified. Mark wondered where 

to go and what to do to recover the money he had earned.

Mark was not alone; 11 co-workers at an area factory were 

also not notified. With no money to pay for rent, food, daycare, 

or transportation, Mark and the others went to the East End 

Community Center for help. At the Community Center, Mark and his co-workers met 

with an attorney from LAWO to apply for legal assistance. At the same time, an attorney 

from ABLE assisted by researching and tracking the temporary staffing agency that had 

mysteriously vanished.

After locating and speaking with the temporary agency’s owner and her attorney, 

ABLE negotiated compensation for Mark and the other workers for a two-week period. 

Together, the workers were paid for the hours they had worked. Through the help and 

collaboration of the Community Center, LAWO and ABLE, Mark and his co-workers 

received the compensation they deserved.

A Client’s Story



Predatory Lending and Foreclosure Prevention

In response to the foreclosure crisis facing our client communities in northwest and 
west central Ohio, ABLE and LAWO received a grant from the Ohio Legal Assistance 
Foundation to provide legal assistance to homeowners to stem the tide of foreclosures 

and to preserve the dream of homeownership for as many 
families as possible. In addition, LAWO and ABLE are participating 
in the Save the Dream Program established by a planning group 
consisting of members of the Ohio Supreme Court, the Governor’s 
Office, State Treasurer, the Ohio Attorney General’s Office, and 
statewide regional legal aid programs. Planning for Save the 
Dream began in late 2007, and the project launched in Spring 
2008. Since that time, ABLE and LAWO have worked on record 
numbers of foreclosure-related matters, including identifying 
and fighting predatory mortgage brokers and lenders; working 
with banks and lenders to offer responsible and affordable loan 
products as an alternative to predatory lenders and brokers; and 
working with community partners to encourage and support 
homeownership as a way of building wealth and moving out  
of poverty.

Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO) 
2007 Significant Accomplishments

Lucas County Prisoner Re-entry Project

In 2007, the Lucas County Prisoner Re-entry Project served more than 200 ex-offenders 
returning to the Toledo area from the Toledo Correctional Institution. LAWO continues 
to be a lead agency for this multi-agency coalition, targeting housing issues and 
barriers to employment. The project was launched with initial funding from the Ohio 
State Bar Foundation, and is now collaborating with the Ohio Department of Corrections 
and several local funding sources to achieve future sustainability. The project helps 
former inmates resolve family law, medical, housing, and employment problems that  
otherwise would increase their risk of returning to prison. 



Clark County Predatory Lending Project

LAWO’s Springfield office, in collaboration with the Department of Job and  Family Services, 
a local community foundation, and a community-based neighborhood advocacy project, 
expanded a predatory lending project to provide education and outreach for low-income 
homeowners in Clark County, one of the hardest hit areas in the state for foreclosures of 
low and moderately priced homes. The project also investigates and litigates cases for 
homeowners who have been victimized by unscrupulous mortgage lending practices. 
The project has worked with the Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyers Project to expand 
the number of pro bono attorneys willing to handle foreclosure defense cases.

Northwest Ohio Family Justice Center

LAWO’s Defiance-based Family Justice Center Project (FJC) coordinated new multi-
county rural centers in 2007 to provide “one-stop” service locations for victims of 
domestic violence and sexual assault. Shelters, medical and social service agencies, 
law enforcement agencies, and other non-profit organizations collaborate in the project. 
The project is one of only 15 sites sponsored by the President’s Family Justice Center 
Initiative, and the first such project to focus on a multi-county rural area. LAWO has now 
received additional funding to expand FJC services to as many as 15 additional rural 
counties in northwest and west central Ohio.

Medical-Legal Partnership for Children

In 2007, the Medical-Legal Partnership for Children (MLPC) began handling cases with 
LAWO attorneys on-site at St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center. MLPC attorneys work 
with low-income families and children on housing problems, public benefits, domestic 
violence issues, and other legal matters affecting health and safety. Cases included 
legal issues dealing with housing conditions such as mold, evictions, and public housing 
availability and retention; family law and public benefits concerns such as food stamps, 
health insurance entitlement and coverage issues, paternity, child support, custody, 
visitation, adoption, Social Security disability; and consumer and employment issues 
including garnishments and lawsuits for collection, Family Medical Leave Act, and 
public utility shutoffs. The ABLE and LAWO MLPC project is part of a growing national 
movement, based on a successful medical-legal clinic founded in Boston in the 1990s.

continued...



Toledo Municipal Court Project

LAWO continued to staff an office at the Toledo Municipal Court to represent low-income 
clients in housing and consumer cases. In 2007, LAWO staff participating in the Civil 
Legal Assistance Services (CLAS) project provided a full range of services, including 
intake and assessment, investigation, negotiation, litigation, appeals, and community 
legal education. CLAS cases included evictions from public and private housing, debt 
collection, and garnishment issues. The project is supported by funding from a local 
add-on filing fee implemented by the Toledo Municipal Court and Toledo City Council.

Pro Bono Legal Corps

LAWO and ABLE have made significant progress in 2007 in efforts to strengthen and 
expand the involvement of private attorneys and law students in meeting the needs of 
our clients. LAWO continues to participate in the Pro Bono Legal Corps (PBLC) project, 
a national AmeriCorps project funded through Equal Justice Works. The mission of the 
PBLC project is to build a commitment to pro bono service at law schools and among 
future lawyers by expanding involvement in the delivery of critically needed legal 
services and by raising awareness of public interest issues at law schools through the 
work of members. The AmeriCorps Pro Bono Legal Corps Project continued to increase 
the number of volunteer law students and attorneys recruited through this program.

Rural Pro Bono Expansion

LAWO’s Private Attorney Involvement project significantly expanded pro bono capacity 
in a number of rural communities, including regular scheduling of pro bono and pro 
se clinics. The project also has convened a task force to work with courts and judges 
to recruit more local attorneys to handle pro bono work. The project’s two AmeriCorps 
attorneys also recruited more than 140 volunteer law students to assist LAWO advocates 
throughout the region. LAWO, ABLE, and the Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyers Project 
have worked closely together to expand pro bono attorney panels in rural counties.

Emergency Flood Response

LAWO’s Private Attorney Involvement project led and coordinated emergency flood 
response clinics following the historic floods that displaced hundred of clients in 
Findlay and surrounding counties in west central Ohio during the summer of 2007.  
Attorneys from LAWO, ABLE, and several private bar partners assisted clients with 
insurance disputes, home repairs and landlord-tenant problems, in addition to providing 
information and assistance in applying for emergency government aid.



Legal Aid Helps Shaina Gain Custody 
of and Support for her Children

After her unhappy marriage ended, Shaina’s ex-husband, Dan, 

still lived in the same mobile home park. His presence was a 

constant reminder of the problems he created in raising and 

providing for their children. While she struggled to cover the 

costs of daycare, groceries, and medical expenses, Dan was 

absent for weeks at a time, shirking the responsibilities of their 

shared parenting agreement. When the children were with Dan, 

he often left them with his alcoholic girlfriend. 

Shaina sought help from LAWO, where her attorney advised her 

to file a motion to modify their parenting agreement. After years of abuse, Shaina was 

afraid to stand up to Dan, but after meeting with an LAWO attorney, she decided to act. 

When Dan refused to negotiate, Shaina and her attorney persisted.

Finally, after obtaining legal counsel, Dan agreed to settle the case. Shaina was named 

the residential parent and legal custodian of their children for school purposes. Now, 

Shaina receives $550 in child support per month from Dan, understands she is eligible 

for the Earned Income Tax Credit, and is finally caught up on her finances. She and her 

children appreciate the stability and justice LAWO brought to their lives.

A Client’s Story



2007 Northwest 
Ohio Campaign  
for Equal Justice

Phonathon 
Volunteers
Chairs:
Paul Belazis
Janis Foley
Catherine H. Killam
C. Thomas McCarter

Roman Arce 
W. David Arnold
Meghan Anderson
Laurie Avery
Guy Barone 
Bill Bingle
Jackie Boney 
Janet Hales
Mark Jacobs
Alan Konop
Anita Levin
Meredith Mercurio
Drew Miller
Rick Mitchell
Laurie Pangle 
Debbie Rump
Sarah Skow
Mike Ward

Pacesetter 
$5,000 and above
R. Jeffrey Bixler

Leadership 
$2,000-$4,999
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Jack E.  Gallon
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Sustaining 
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$500-$999
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Jacqueline M. Boney
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Larry Y. Chan
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Mary Ellen Heben
Alan W. Inks
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
Catherine H. Killam
Patricia A. Lynch
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  DeLaney & Wasielewski
Martin E. Mohler
Kevin C. Mulder
Susan H. Muska
Thomas W. Palmer
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Shumaker, Loop 
  & Kendrick, LLP
John J. Siciliano
John P. Stockwell
Hon. Thomas J. Tucker
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Janis S. Foley
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Anita Levin
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Hon. Frederick H. 
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John K. Nelson
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Mr. and Mrs. William I. 
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Charles M. Boss
William J. Brennan
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Cheri Budzynski
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Robert W. Cabanski
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John M. Carey
James D. Caruso
Patrick B. Cavanaugh
Byron S. Choka
John A. Coble

Richard A. Cohen
Charles V. Contrada
Cary R. Cooper
David R. Cooper
Clinton C. Covrett
David J. Coyle
Hon. Denise Navarre 
  Cubbon
Kyle A. Cubbon
Hon. Denise A. Dartt
Joseph P. Dawson
Peter A. Dewhirst
Miner O. Dickason
Michael D. Dorf
Eastminster United 
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Glenn Egelman
Betty Ellis
Donna M. Engwert-Loyd
William G. Fischer
John B. Fisher
Paul D. Frankel
Craig F. Frederickson
Thomas R. Furey
M. Catherine Garcia- 
  Feehan
Hon. George M. Glasser
James E. Goranson
Arnold N. Gottlieb
Hon. Michael R. Goulding
Minnie Gray
Janet and Al Green
R. Kevin Greenfield
Teresa L. Grigsby
George Gusses 
  in honor of 
  Fred Sweeney
John P. Gustafson
Allen DeVilbiss 
  Gutchess, Jr.
Yolanda D. Gwinn
Elizabeth J. Hall
Scott Hamner

David A. Harris
Tom R. Helberg
Henry B. Herschel
Robert J. Hopperton
Bradley F. Hubbell
James H. Irmen
Marvin K. Jacobs
Timothy C. James
Michael C. Jones
Frederick Emmert 
  Kalmbach
Robert Z. Kaplan
Thomas A. Karol 
  in honor of 
  Joseph Tafelski
Kevin J. Kenney
Dr. Thomas D. Klein
James M. Klein
Richard W. Koehn
Robert A. Koenig
Robert Kopf 
  in honor of 
  Virgil Clark, Esq.
Timothy D. Krugh
John R. Kuhl
Jack M. Lenavitt
Marilyn Lindberg
Jay J. Lowenstein
Daniel J. Maloney
Benjamin F. Marsh
Richard G. Martin
Kenneth J. Mauer
C. Thomas McCarter
Yulanda McCarty-Harns
William J. McGraw, III
Peter J. McHugh
William M. McKee
Ruth Ann Meacham
David F. Meekison
Joseph and Martha 
  Membrino
Frank S.  Merritt
James E. Morgan

Our Donors



Carter P. Neff
Charles D. Niehaus
David L. O’Connell
Gary W. Osborne
Hon. S. Dwight Osterud
Christopher F. Parker
Marilyn L. Parker
Mary Ellen Pisanelli
John R. Polofka
Bonnie R. Rankin
Daniel Rapport
Barbara Ann Rath
Philip M. Rice
Jon Richardson
Joseph A. Rideout
Hon. Reno R. Riley, Jr.
Stephen C. Roach
Laura Rodriguez
James L. Rogers
Deborah K. Rump
Mag. Brenda S. Rutledge
R. Paul Saggese
Nancy P. Sabol
Dennis P. Sawan
Thomas J. Schaffer
Charles R. Schaub
Thomas L. Schlachter
Thomas G. Schlageter
Brandon G. Schnorf, Jr.
Robert M. Scott
John D. Scouten
James P. Silk
Hon. William J. Skow
H. Terrence Smith
Steven R. Smith
Stephen Snider
Steven M. Spitler
Joseph A. Stancati
John L. Straub
Thomas J. Szyperski
Deborah S. Tassie
Steven Timonere 
  in honor of 
  Robert Z. Kaplan

Toledo Bar Association 
  Auxiliary
Toledo Community 
  Foundation
Kelly J. Tomlinson
Craig J. Van Horsten
Mike Vassar
Mark F. Vitou
Richard S. Walinski
George C. Ward
Glenn E. Wasielewski
Linde Hurst Webb
John F. Wetli
Samara L. Wisniewski
Joseph L. Wittenberg
Sheldon S. Wittenberg
James E. Yavorcik
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Thomas S. Zaremba
Daniel F. Zigray
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Thomas G. Zraik

Friend 
up to $99
Rev. Howard Abts
Alfred Albright, Jr.
James B. Allen
Reva Allen
James C. Anderson
Van P. Andres
Alisha Andrews
Laura J. Avery
Tennille E. Becker
Julia E. Benziger
Libbey W. Call Best
John A. Blaufuss
Kimberly Bogedain
Gene T. Borgstahl
Jack J. Brady
James A. Brebberman
Phillip D. Browarsky
Timothy J. Brown

Michael A. Bruno
Robert W. Bryce
Steven M. Burke
Thomas E. Cafferty
Larry G. Calcamuggio
Donald H. Cameron
Jonathan B. Cherry
Eddie M. Cole
John V. Curtin
Merle R. Dech, Jr.
David A. Dennis
Anthony B. DiSalle
Brandi L. Doniere
Rev. Martin Donnelly
Carl F. Dorcas
Carol and Denis Eble
Richard Edwards, Jr.
William C. Eickholt
Larry D. Farley
Kevin M. Ferguson
Melan M. Forcht
Lawrence M. Friedman
Jeffrey M. Gamso
Stanley J. Garrett
Robert J. Gilmer, Jr.
Stuart J. Goldberg
Gary M. Golden
Howard N. Goldman
Ellen M. Grachek
C. Drew Griffith
David G. Grude
Anastasia K. Hanson
Patricia C. Hays
John P. Hayward
Philip S. Heebsh
David T. Henderson
Jason A. Hill
Catherine G. Hoolahan
Gary E. Horn
Charles N. Hunt
Lynn B. Jacobs 
  in honor of 
  Hon. Julia Bates

Cherrefe A. Kadri
Michael Kahlenberg
Michael S. Katz
Dennis F. Keller
Marvin E. Keller
Robin M. Kennedy
Grant M. Keune
Thomas R. King
Julie Kitzler
John A. Kocher
James R. Kontak
Brenda Kruse
Eric Lambert
John A. Landry
Steven K. Lauer
Jeffrey D. Levy
Winifred Long
Jeffery M. Lublin
Thomas G. Mackin
Michael P. Margelefsky
Barbara L. Marley
L. Douglass McCrury
Tom McDonald  
  and Liz Facey
Amanda L. Mercer
Meredith L. Mercurio
Edward T. Mohler
Denise A. Mueller
John A. Naayers
Susan B. Nelson
Emily Weaver Newman
James F. Nooney
Katherine R. O’Connell
Maurice D. O’Connell
Lori L. Perne
Sara E. Pfost
Daniel R. Pilrose, Jr.
Jerry P. Purcel
Charles E. Racine
Julius and Lillian Raen
Hon. M. Scott Ramey
George K. Reiser
Stephen M. Sadowski

Mary L. Sawers
Denise Ford Saxon
Janelle M. Schaller
John J. Schlageter, III
Philip L. Schmidt
Richard A. Schmidt
Dini and Herman Schut
Nicole K. Schwieterman
Oliver Scranton 
  in honor of 
  Beth Payne
Mark P. Seitzinger
Mervin S. Sharfman
Brittney Shreffler
James P. Silk, Jr.
Peter R. Silverman
Sarah K. Skow
Thomas A. Sobecki
George F. Sprenger
Deborah K. Spychalski
Beverly J. St. Clair
Harold M. Steinberg
Daniel J. Steinbock
Amy E. Stoner
Michelle T. Sullivan
Thomas P. Sullivan
Douglas A. Taylor
Cynthia G. Tesznar
Lafayette E. Tolliver
Louis Udell
Jill M. Varnes-Richardson
Virginia M. Wall
John R. Wanick
Kimberly Williford
Beth A. Wilson
Doris K. Wohl
Cheryl F. Wolff
Karen E. Wood
Louis J. Yoppolo



2007 Miami Valley 
Campaign for 
Equal Justice

Campaign Chair 
D. Jeffrey Ireland, 
  Faruki Ireland & Cox PLL

Campaign 
Committee
Glenn L. Bower, 
Coolidge Wall Co., LPA
Susan Chema, Esq.
Steven J. Justice, 
  Taft Stettinius & 
  Hollister, LLP
James W. Kelleher, 
  Pickrel Schaeffer 
  & Ebeling Co., LPA
Jill A. May, 
  Taft Stettinius  
  & Hollister, LLP

Phonathon 
Volunteers
Lynn Carlisle
Conrad Dillon
Matt Gutteridge
Samuel Kimmel
Helenka Marculewicz
Jeanne Philips-Roth
Terrie Shouse
Susan Wright

Pacesetter 
$5,000 and above
Anonymous
Sebaly Shillito & Dyer

Leadership 
$2,000-$4,999
Coolidge Wall Co. LPA

Sustaining 
$1,000-$1,999
Caleb and Carol Deupree
D. Jeffrey Ireland
Scott T. Stirling
Chris and Debbie Walker

Benefactor 
$500-$999
Debra Armanini
Edward J. Dowd
Martin Foos
Jan Rudd-Goenner 
  in memory of 
  J. Gordon Rudd Sr.
James G. Kordik
Maureen A. Lynch and 
  Richard Lapedes
William J. Liebold
Kevin C. Mulder
David Nadler
Thomas R. Noland
Pickrel Schaeffer & 
  Ebeling Co. LPA
Hon. Walter H. Rice 
  in honor of 
  Helenka Marculewicz 
  and all who work with 
  ABLE and LAWO to 
  make equal access to 
  justice a reality
Edward L. Shank
Joseph R. Tafelski 
  and Jennifer Teschner
Steve Whiting

Supporting 
$300-$499
Gary W. Auman
Robert P. Bartlett, Jr.
Karen Denise Bradley
Robert J. Brown

Richard F. Carlile
Dr. Marybeth Carlton
Brooks A. Compton
Robert M. Curry
Peter J. Donahue
Joan Drake Durham
Hon. Patrick J. Foley 
  in memory of 
  Thomas J. Kelly
J. Stephen Herbert
J. Michael Herr
J. Steven Justice 
  in honor of 
  Taft Stettinius & 
  Hollister, LLP
Ronald J. Kozar
Kathryn A. Lamme
Com. Deborah A. 
  Lieberman
Dianne F. Marx
Jill A. May
Michael P. Moloney
Joyce Murty
Hon. Robert L. Nolan
Shelley A. Reed
William A. Rogers, Jr.
Hugh E. Wall, III

Advocate 
$100-$299
Karen R. Adams
William H. Barney, III
Janice I. Beers
Neil M. Berman
Amy S. Boland
Glenn L. Bower
Lawrence T. Burick
Chad E. Burton
Frank P. Catanzariti
Mary Beth Caudill
Robert L. Caspar, Jr.
Susan Chema

Joshua J. Chernesky
Hon. William A. Clark
Rebecca A. Cochran
Christopher F. Cowan 
  in memory of 
  Robert R. Corwin, Esq.
Thomas E. DeBrosse
Jon A. Doughty
Meg Evans
Lee C. Falke
Deeann Landis-Ford
Lance A. Gildner
Mary E. Govan
Jonas J. Gruenberg
Vanessa L. Guenther
Christine Haaker
Sarah J. Decker-Hall
Richard H. Hammond
Richard H. Hedrick
Richard F. Heil, Jr. 
  in memory of 
  John O. Harper
Hess & Daganhardt Co. 
  LPA
Ralph E. Heyman
Stanley A. Hirtle
Timothy D. Hoffman
Paul L. Horstman
Hon. Mary Kate Huffman
Ellis Jacobs
Thomas E. Jenks
Nancy Jones
James W. Kelleher
Robert W. Kiefaber
Scott King
Thomas R. Kraemer
M. Edward Kuhns
Anthony R. Lair
Barbara L. Lehman 
  in memory of 
  Glenola Leinbach
Leppla Associates

Hon. Alice O. McCollum
William B. McNeil
Katherine Miltner
Jack L. Neuenschwander
Victoria L. Nilles
Allen R. Norris
Hon. Timothy N. O’Connell
Rebecca M. Owen
Beth Payne
Ronald S. Pretekin
Lawrence Prochaska
Mag. Barbara E. Reno
George and Barbara 
  Reynolds
Erin Rhinehart
Hon. Adele M. Riley
John P. Rieser
Edward M. Roth and 
  Jeanne Philips-Roth
Patricia E. Rousseau
J. David Ruffner
Edwin L. Ryan, Jr.
Ellen Samuels
Alan and Beth Schaeffer
Richard A. Schwartz
Andrea Miren Seielstad
Karen M. Sherlock
Ralph A. Skilken, Jr.
James D. Stahler
Cori R. Stirling
Nicholas E. Subashi
Richard A. Talda
Bridget A. Tracy
Tracy & Tracy Co. LPA
Gretchen Treherne
Katrina L. Wahl
J. Joseph Walsh
Merle F. Wilberding
Hon. William H. Wolff, Jr.
Elizabeth Wright
Lisa A. Kloppenberg 
  and Mark Zunich
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Legal Aid Obtains Shawn a Refund 
and Restores Water to his Neighbors

After paying a deposit and one month’s rent, Shawn was excited 
to move everything into his new home in a manufactured home 
park. He instantly regretted his decision when he learned that 
the park was about to close due to an outstanding water bill debt 
owed to the city. Although the owner knew the park would soon 
lose access to water and possibly close, he still allowed Shawn 
and other new tenants to move in.

Deciding to leave the park before becoming homeless, Shawn 
requested a refund of his money. The park refunded $150 of 
Shawn’s money right away, but then stopped communicating 
with him. Unsure of what to do next, Shawn contacted ABLE. 
An attorney helped Shawn draft a letter to the park owner asking 
that his money be paid in full within seven days. The rent money was refunded and 
Shawn was quickly able to find better housing.

On behalf of Shawn’s former neighbors, ABLE filed an action against the manufactured 
home park and the city, successfully obtaining an injunction and a temporary restraining 
order preventing the water from being turned off. 

Later, when the park owner filed bankruptcy, ABLE attorneys convinced the bank holding 
the mortgage to set up a receivership and pay the water debt, reinstitute trash pickup, 
and collect rents. The bank now hopes to complete necessary repairs, making the park 
more attractive to prospective, responsible owners.

A Client’s Story



Volunteers

Individual volunteers make a big difference in the 
lives of those needing civil legal assistance. The 
following individuals generously contributed their 
time and talent to assist LAWO and ABLE in their 
missions of providing equal access to justice. They 
volunteered as legal interns, externs, paralegals, 
attorneys, and in other professional capacities.

Volunteers 
Donzhella Alford
Lubirda Allen
Sana Ashraf
Tamara Bershok
Nicole Boals
Alisha Bobo
Chris Boehm
Amy Boring
Trena Boyd
Samantha Branstutter 
Matt Breckler
Joseph Brennan
John Brookhuis
Stacy Brown
Heather Brune
Micheal Bryant 
Alexandra Buck
Kim Campo
Kristin Cantrell
Craig Carson
Matt Carter
Stephen Case
Cathryn Cason
Tony Cirrilli
Bridget Connelly
David Copeland
Andrew Cosslett
Marissa D’Altorio
Mark Deters
Conrad Dillon
Emily Dye
Colleen Ebel
Melissa Ford
Anita Foreman
Shena Frantzich
Scot Ganow
Meredith Goldberg
Chris Gore
Randy Greenwald
Matt Gutteridge
Janelle Hackman

Friend 
up to $99
Deborah K. Badonsky
Mitchell Bailey
Kim Baker
Janice C. Beckett
Elizabeth H. Blattner
Jacqueline V. Brown
Arbutus L. Carlisle
Hallie Davis
Frederick W. Dressel
Gregory M. Ewers
Sarah Fields
Jessica L. Francis
Erica L. Glass
Teresa Green
Linda Grewell
Shireen J. Hebert
Kelly A. Henrici
Jonathan A. Horwitz
Carley J. Ingram
Alyce Earl Jenkins
Marshall G. Lachman
Valerie Lee
Christine Magee
John Martin
Susan Blasik-Miller 
  and Arvin Miller
P. Christian Nordstrom
Charles Roedersheimer
Rebecca Ross
Latatika Q. Reid
Marybeth W. Rutledge
Barbara L. Sager
Anwyl and Don Scott
Bonnie S. Shane
LuAnn Stanley

Nolan C. Thomas
Brian M. Wakefield
Hon. Mary L. Wiseman
Lowell T. Woods, Jr.
Brian Wright
Susan A. Wright
Lee Young, Jr.
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Kathleen Haflett
Zach Haughawout 
Scottlin Henshaw
Jennifer Holzworth
Brandon Hoover
Richard Huff
Valerie Inman
Jessica Jacobson
Jim Jaffe 
Jenica James
Shon Johnson
Josh Jones
Heather Kestian
Ian Kierpaul
Brandon Knight
Nick Laudato
Sarah Leblang
John Lindsey
Jennifer Longo
Adam Lowen
Amanda Lyons
Bobbi Lyons
Jennifer Maco
Kayellen Maher 
Aaron Mallin
Andrea Marcus
Lauren Martin
Sean Martin
Montez Mason
Andy McCarthy
Rebecca McCarty
Tony McDowell
Allyson McFerren
Teresa McMahan
Ryan  Moloney
Ashleigh Monroe
George Moore
Melanie Murray
Ashley Myers
Mikal Nuhn
Jeremiah O’Brien
Crystal Okoro

Nik Olah (Paralegal)
Elisha Owens
Tim Padot
Rex Patterson
Joshua Peterson
Olivia Phifer
Bradley Proudfoot
Jessica Ramos
Sean Reed
Shawn Richter
Enrique Rivera-Cerezo
Angela Swain Rohs
Joseph Rudolph
Rob Salem 
Esther SanInocencio
Tara Santarelli
Carla Scherr
Matthew Schuh
Marie Schumach
Cassie Screngi
Andy Seger
Leslie Shoup
Chad Skipwith
Eric Sladewski
Jessica Stan
Angela Stearns
Edward Stechschulte
Matthew Stiff
Jacqui Snyder
Lynn Taylor
Kimberly Tayner
Tamera Thomas
Karl Timbers
Tom Timmers
Gregory Tisone
Robert Tucker
Jennifer Turner
Amber Wagner
Nicholas Walters
Adam Weaver
Emily White
Kate Wlodarski

Amy Wynkoop
Emily Zilgitt

Ombudsman/
Nursing Home 
Advocacy Project 
Volunteers
Lynn Bachelor
Dorothea Barker
Barbara Barkley
Catherine Barnes
Sheila Beck
Louise Beldon
Grace Bell
Janice Billings
John Bombrys
Henry Bond
Susan Bones
Susan Borkovich
Jim Brace
Marty Brace
Ellen Bradley
John Brewer
Jean Brown
Karen Bush
Ray Bush
Ruth Celek
Annette Churchill
Addie Coleman
Irene Csanyi
Donald Cummings
Glenda Cummings
Shirley Cunningham
Marita Davis
Wendy DeBord
Maralee Demorest
Janet Desmond
Pauline Dinkins
Barbara Donley
Doris Fauble
Evelyn Feiger

Jacquie Fields
Nancy Freeman
Peggy Green
Harry Griffin
Brenda Hammer
Jane Havens
Rebecca Henderly
Sandra Heyneman
Lynda Humbert
John Jacobs
Merle Grace Kearns
Sue Lange
Ann Lechman
Sheri Luedtke
Susan Mack
Helen Martaus
John (Jack) Miller
Marilyn Miller
Nancy Mooney
Sharon Musch
Nancy Myerholtz
Laverne Myers
Regina Patrick
Ruth Pio
Sue Potter
Norma Prater
Suzanne Scantlan
Cheryl Seigley
Dollie Smith
Sandi Sparks
Ro Stahl
John Stevenson
Catherine Taylor
Mary Tebbe
Delores Thomas
Jennifer Wagner
Lana Weaver-Ankney
Vicki Whitted
Donald Williams
Pat Williams

Other Volunteers
Jane Gensler

2007 Volunteer 
Guest Presenters
Barbara Kopp Miller, Ph.D.
Rebecca L. Krukemyer, AD
Portage Valley Hearing, LLC
Lynn Ritter, Ph.D.
Pat Szyperski
Diane Woggon



Winning Natalie an Appeal  
for Fair Housing

Natalie’s heart sank as she rummaged through what was left of 
her apartment after the fire. Not only were her belongings ruined 
and her home unlivable, Natalie had received a letter from the 
landlord informing her that she was no longer welcome. Natalie’s 
troubles began when she lost one of her two part-time jobs. To 
pay the rent at the Section 8 housing complex, she took in a male 
tenant – a friend of a friend. The relationship quickly deteriorated 
when he began demanding sex from Natalie. She refused and 
made him leave the apartment. Soon after the confrontation, she 
came home to find smoke and flames pouring from her bedroom 
window. 

Natalie came to LAWO for help. Her attorney filed a complaint against the complex 
and a motion for a Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) against Natalie’s former renter. 
While she was granted the TRO, the Court initially denied the preliminary injunction, 
stating that Natalie had breached her lease by housing an unauthorized tenant. The 
LAWO attorney appealed, arguing that under the law Natalie’s tenancy had never been 
terminated prior to the fire. The Court reversed its decision and Natalie is back in her 
refurbished apartment.

A Client’s Story



Center for Equal Justice

Building for Equal Justice



Since launching their first ever capital campaign in September 
2007, LAWO and ABLE, along with a group of highly committed 
supporters, have been diligently working to raise the funding 
necessary to make the Center for Equal Justice a reality. The 
goal of the Campaign for the Center for Equal Justice is to raise 
$6.1 million.  

The initial response to requests for support from members of the 
legal community has been outstanding. Large firms and small 
firms, as well as individual attorneys have stepped forward with 
donations exceeding $1.8 million, making this campaign the 
largest project the northwest Ohio legal community as a whole 
has ever supported.

The Stranahan Foundation awarded us a $400,000 grant early 
in the campaign, leading the way in foundation and community 
gifts. In addition, community leaders and public officials have 
assisted our efforts in a number of ways, including securing a 
State capital budget appropriation of $1 million. Along with some 
key volunteers, the bi-partisan support from our local legislators 
and the Governor’s Office in making this budget request a priority 
went above and beyond what we had anticipated.

We are grateful for the community’s ongoing support for the 
Center for Equal Justice, particularly from the increasing number 
of people who recognize the importance of our work. This show of 
support, combined with our commitment to providing a full range 
of  high quality legal services for our clients, has strengthened 
our resolve to create the Center for Equal Justice – a resolve that 
has taken us to $3.8 million.

The Kresge Foundation Challenge

Just as ABLE and LAWO are committed to providing quality 
services to clients, the Center for Equal Justice also represents a 
commitment to the community; the downtown Toledo community, 
the Ohio community, and the world community. The Campaign 
for the Center for Equal Justice was recently awarded a Kresge 
Challenge Grant in the amount of $870,000, more than double 
the $400,000 that was requested. The Kresge Foundation is one 
of the nation’s largest and most prestigious foundations with a 
very rigorous and competitive application process. The Kresge 
Foundation is a private foundation that supports communities 
by building the capacity of nonprofit organizations. By awarding 
LAWO and ABLE a challenge grant, Kresge looked favorably 
on efforts to certify the Center for Equal Justice as a green 
building by seeking LEED Certification (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design).

The Kresge Foundation cited legal aid’s commitment to remaining 
in Toledo’s downtown, contributing to its economic revitalization, 
and to sustainable design.

In order to receive this challenge grant, and reach the campaign 
goal of $6.1 million, ABLE and LAWO must now raise $1.66 
million from private sources by April 2009. Now is the time for 
the entire community to step forward in support of what legal aid 
brings to our community. Together, we can make a difference…
and do the community justice.

Campaign for the Center for Equal Justice



Our Donors

Visionary 
State of Ohio

Catalyst
The Kresge Foundation 
  *contingent upon completion 
  of Challenge Grant 
  requirements

Pacesetter
R. Jeffery and Kathleen Bixler
Russell A. Kelm  
  and Pamela S. Kallner
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP
The Stranahan Foundation
 
Benefactors
Anspach, Meeks  
  & Ellenberger, LLP
Cooper & Walinski, LPA
Landman-Goldman 
  Foundation
David A. Ward
Titus NWO Foundation 

Patrons
Anderson Fund Supporting 
  Foundation
Clement O. Miniger Memorial 
  Foundation
Connelly, Jackson & Collier, LLP
The Diocese of Toledo
Eastman & Smith, Ltd.
KeyBank National Association
Lavalley Foundation
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Ohio Legal Assistance 
  Foundation (OLAF)
R.A. Stranahan Jr. Charitable 
  Trust
 
Champions
Richard P. and Fran Anderson
Brooks Insurance
John F. and Jeanie Hayward
Murray & Murray, Co., LPA
Richard A. Parr, II  
  & Manor Care, Inc.
Robison, Curphey & O’Connell
City of Toledo
Joseph Vargyas
 
Partners
Lafferty, Gallagher & Scott, LLC
Spengler Nathanson, P.L.L.
Joseph R.Tafelski  
  and Jennifer Teschner

Leaders
Alfred H. Billstein Foundation
Anonymous
William J. Bingle
Branford D. Brown
David J. Coyle
John F. Hall
Dorothy J. Hill
Justice G. Johnson
Honorable David Katz
Catherine H. Killam
C. Thomas McCarter
John McHugh, III
Kevin C. Mulder
Mary Ellen Natale
Beverly and Vincent Nathan
Laurie J. Pangle
Jerome Phillips

David Ruffner
James D. Stahler
Trust Company of Toledo
Keith Wilkowski

We are grateful for the generosity of our donors and make every effort to ensure accuracy in acknowledging their support. 
If you feel an error has been made, please contact the Development Office at 419-930-2378.



ABLE and LAWO
Campaign for Equal Justice

September 30, 2008

Legal Community:
Law Firm Gifts ............................................................................................. $731,100
Individual Attorneys ...................................................................................... $143,650
Million Dollar Club ........................................................................................ $719,580
ABLE and LAWO Staff .................................................................................. $138,754
Boards of Trustees ......................................................................................... $45,680
Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation .................................................................. $54,000

Subtotal Legal Community ........................................................................ $1,832,764

Community at Large:
Corporations .................................................................................................. $34,000
Foundations .............................................................................................. $1,745,000
Community Groups ........................................................................................ $52,000
State/Local Funding .................................................................................. $1,032,500
Individuals ..................................................................................................... $31,060

Subtotal Community at Large .................................................................... $2,894,560

Pledges to Date ........................................................................................ $4,727,324
Pledges to Reach Goal .............................................................................. $1,372,676
Campaign Goal ......................................................................................... $6,100,000



Northwest Ohio Access to Justice  
Awards Dinner

ABLE and LAWO presented their annual community service awards at the 
Access to Justice Awards Dinner, in conjunction with the Toledo Bar Association 
Pro Bono Legal Services Program. The 2007 dinner took place on March 29, 
2007 with more than 500 people in attendance. Keynote speaker for the event, 
Kerry Kennedy, has devoted her life to the vindication of equal justice, to the 
promotion and protection of human rights, and to the preservation of the rule 
of law.  

2007 Northwest 
Ohio Access to 
Justice Awards

Award Recipients
Robert S. Salem
Betty Morais
Zepf Center

Steering 
Committee
Martin E. Mohler,  
  Co-chair
Keith Wilkowski,  
  Co-chair
Ray Arce
Mark Barnes
Gretchen DeBacker
Lori Decker
Thomas George
Thomas Gibney
Joseph McNamara
Richard Parr
Steve Smith
Beth Wilson
Jack (John R.) Wanick
James Yavorcik

Awards Selection 
Committee
Hon. Vernelis K. 
  Armstrong
Hon. James Barber
Bishop Robert Donnelly
Billie Johnson
Ben Konop
Rev. Karen Shepler
Cindy Voller

Sponsors
Platinum 
E.J. Leizerman  
  & Associates, LLC

Gold 
R. Jeffrey and  
  Kathleen R. Bixler

Silver 
Mercy Health Partners

Bronze Plus
Area Office on Aging  
  of Northwestern Ohio
Arnold Caruso Green  
  & Belazis, Ltd.

Brooks Insurance Agency
Buckeye CableSystem
Gilmore, Jasion  
  & Mahler, Ltd.
Ohio Legal Assistance 
  Foundation
Shindler, Neff, Holmes, 
  Schlageter & Mohler, L.L.P.
Toledo Bar Association
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

Bronze
Connelly, Jackson  
  & Collier LLP 
Cooper & Walinski, LPA 
Eastman & Smith Ltd.
Fulton County Bar 
  Association and Fulton 
  County Law Library 
  Association
HCR ManorCare, Inc.
Malone, Ault & Farell
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Merrill Lynch
NEC Unified Solutions, Inc.
Office of Congresswoman 
  Marcy Kaptur
Robison, Curphey  
  & O’Connell

Shumaker, Loop 
  & Kendrick, LLP
Spengler Nathanson P.L.L.
The Trust Company 
  of Toledo
University of Toledo 
  College of Law
Vassar, Dills, Dawson  
  & Bonfiglio LLC
Wood County Bar 
  Association

Donors
Adelante, Inc.
All Square, Inc.
Catholic Diocese 
  of Toledo
The Collaborative
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Fair Housing Center 
  of Toledo
Glenn and 
  Cassandra Galbreath
Hylant Group
Jeanne Deimling Johns
The Konop Family – 
  Alan, Barbara and Ben
Law Enforcement Trust 
  Fund, Julia R. Bates, 
  Prosecuting Attorney

Murray & Murray Co., 
  L.P.A.
ProMedica Health 
  System
Joseph R. Tafelski 
  and Jennifer Teschner
The Toledo Journal
Willson Builders

Supporters
Coy, Konieczny  
  & Peppel LLC
Cubbon & Associates 
  Co., L.P.A.
Steve and Kim Dane
Ernst & Young
Findley Davies
First Merit Bank
Peter Gerken, Lucas 
  County Commissioner
John Hall
KeyBank
Maloney McHugh  
  & Kolodgy, Ltd.
William G. Meyer
National City Bank
Plante Moran
Toledo Lucas County 
  Public Library



Legal Aid Helps Adanna Obtain 
Freedom from Persecution

Adanna was active in a political organization advocating for the 
rights of English-speaking Cameroonians. She had been jailed 
on two occasions and tortured during one of those detentions, 
including being beaten with an electrical cord with the insulation 
stripped off part of the cord. As a result of these beatings, she 
suffered a miscarriage and body scars.

In 2003, Adanna was successfully smuggled out of Cameroon. 
She contacted ABLE attorneys when she was threatened 
with deportation. Her attorney filed applications for asylum, 
withholding of deportation, and protection under the Convention 

Against Torture (CAT) on her behalf with the Department of Homeland Security. Adanna 
was interviewed by an asylum officer at the Department of Homeland Security office 
and waited several months for a decision. She was granted asylum and is now able to 
live and work in the U.S. and she can now apply for lawful permanent residence.

A Client’s Story



Miami Valley Access to Justice  
Awards Celebration

ABLE and LAWO also held the second annual Miami Valley Access to Justice 
Awards Celebration, in partnership with the Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyer’s 
Project (VLP). The event was held on May 1, 2007 at the David H. Ponitz  
Center on the campus of Sinclair Community College in Dayton. Morris Dees, 
Co-Founder and Chief Trial Counsel at the Southern Poverty Law Center, was 
the keynote speaker for the event.

 2007 Miami Valley 
Access to Justice 
Awards Dinner

Award Recipients
Susan Brasier
Rosa Torres Caskey
Mary Bullen 

Steering 
Committee
Dianne F. Marx, 
  Co-chair
Maureen Pero, 
  Co-chair
Chris Albrekston
Rosalie Catalano
Jan Rudd-Goenner
Jeffrey D. Ireland
Steven Justice
Dean Lisa Kloppenberg
Julie Liss-Katz
John Lombard
Helenka Marculewicz
Mayor Rhine McLin
Linda Menz
Walter Reynolds

Hon. Walter H. Rice
Hon. Thomas M. Rose
James D. Stahler
Willie F. Walker
William Wheeler
Danyelle Wright

Awards Selection 
Committee
Cheryl Bender
Sue Giga
Jan Lepore-Jentleson
Jeffrey Cox
Mary Wiseman

Sponsors
Platinum
Porter Wright Morris 
  & Arthur LLP and the 
Hubert A. and 
  Gladys C. Estabrook 
  Charitable Trust

Gold
Sebaly Shillito + Dyer

Silver
Faruki Ireland & Cox PLL

Bronze Plus
CareSource Foundation
Chernesky, Heyman  
  & Kress PLL
Ohio Legal Assistance 
  Foundation
Taft Stettinius 
  & Hollister, LLP
Thompson Hine LLP

Bronze
Bieser Greer & Landis LLP
Coolidge Wall Co., LPA
Cooper, Gentile 
  & Washington Co., LPA
DPL Company
Falke & Dunphy LLC
LexisNexis
NEC Unified Solutions, Inc.
Premier Health Partners
University of Dayton 
School of Law
Wright & VanNoy LPA Inc.

Donors
Altick & Corwin Co., LPA
Association of Legal 
  Administrators
Chase Bank
Gottschlich & Portune LLP
Fifth Third Bank
Jan Rudd-Goenner
Laurence A. Lasky
Kay and Jim Stahler
Stone & McNamee Co. LPA
Joseph R. Tafelski  
  and Jennifer Teschner
Bricker & Eckler LLP
Crew & Buchanan
Dayton Area Chapter, 
  The American Red 
  Cross, Preble County 
  Service Center
Dayton Urban League
First Baptist Church 
  of Dayton
Judge Barbara Gorman
Leppla Associates

Judge John Meagher 
  Pickrel, Schaeffer 
  & Ebeling Co., LPA
Police Athletic League
Andrea Seielstad
Mary Anne Thinnes
Thurgood Marshall 
  Society
United Way of the 
  Greater Dayton Area

Media Sponsors
WYSO-FM 91.3
WDPR Dayton Public 
  Radio



We can’t do it without you.
ABLE and LAWO’s client services are supported by public and private funding. Below 
are the names of the funders and the programs they support.

ABLE
Clement O. Miniger Foundation 
Support of the Homelessness Prevention and Housing 
Opportunity Project in Lucas County.

Heartland Alliance for Human Needs and Human Rights 
Immigrant Detention Project to provide legal rights 
presentations and legal assistance to immigrants being 
detained in the Seneca County Jail.

The Impact Fund 
Litigation expenses for the Clients for the Responsible 
Destruction of Chemical Weapons of the Miami Valley v.  
Perma-Fix of Dayton environmental justice case.

Internal Revenue Service  
Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC) to assist people with 
controversies on federal income tax matters and to educate 
taxpayers for whom English is a second language.

Northwest Ohio Community Shares 
Operating support through workplace giving.

Ohio Attorney General 
Victims of Crime Act funding to provide services to crime victims residing in nursing 
homes in ten northwest Ohio counties.

Stranahan Foundation 
Support of the Homelessness Prevention and Housing Opportunity Project  
in Lucas County.

Area Office on Aging  
Funding for Ombudsman program, advocating for residents of nursing homes, adult 
care facilities, and consumers receiving in-home care services.



LAWO
Area Agency on Aging, PSA 2 
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Champaign, Clark, Darke, Greene, Logan, Miami, 
Montgomery, Preble, and Shelby Counties.

Area Agency on Aging - Ohio District 5 
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Crawford, Huron, Richland, Seneca, and Wyandot 
Counties.

Area Agency on Aging, PSA 3 
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Allen, Auglaize, Hancock, Hardin, Putnam, Mercer, 
and Van Wert Counties.

City of Toledo Department of Neighborhoods   
Federal Community Development Block Grant funds supporting legal assistance in 
housing matters for low-income Toledo residents.

Clark County Department of Job and Family Services 
Clark County Predatory Lending Project for services to victims and potential victims  
of predatory lending.

Erie County Department of Job and Family Services 
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County assistance.

Greene County Department of Job and Family Services 
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County assistance.

Improved Solutions for Urban Systems (ISUS) 
Legal assistance to students at the ISUS Manufacturing High School in Dayton.

Legal Services Corporation 
Support of LAWO area-wide services.

Lucas County Department of Jobs and Family Service 
Program to remove legal barriers to employment and self-sufficiency.

Miami County Department of Job and Family Services 
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County assistance.

Miami County Foundation 
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) presentations in Miami County.

continued...



LAWO continued...
Montgomery County Human Services Levy 
Legal assistance to frail elderly residents and home mortgage foreclosure assistance.

Montgomery County Department of Job and Family Service 
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County assistance.

Ohio Coalition on the Education of Children with Disabilities 
Community legal education events on the legal needs of children with disabilities.

Ohio State Bar Foundation 
Funding to support the Lucas County Key Initiative Focus project to provide services to 
ex-offenders re-entering the community.

Sandusky Municipal Court 
Support for legal assistance to Sandusky residents.

Shelby County Department of Job and Family Services 
Support for legal assistance to Shelby County residents.

Toledo Municipal Court 
Community Legal Assistance Services (CLAS) project to provide legal assistance on 
site at the court to individuals with housing and consumer cases.

Turner Foundation 
Support of the Homelessness Prevention and Housing Opportunity Project in Clark 
County and the Clark County Predatory Lending Project for services to victims and 
potential victims of predatory lending.

United States Department of Justice  
Rural Domestic Violence Project to provide legal assistance to victims of domestic 
violence in 21 rural counties.

United Way of Defiance County 
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Defiance County.

United Way of Fulton County 
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Fulton County.

United Way of the Greater Dayton Area 
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Montgomery, Greene, and Preble Counties 
through programs that assist families, the disabled, and the elderly, and provide 
education on legal rights and responsibilities to youth.



United Way of Greater Lima 
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Allen County.

United Way of Greater Toledo 
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Lucas, Wood, and 
Ottawa Counties.

United Way of Williams Count 
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Williams County.

LAWO via ABLE
Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc. 
Legal assistance to senior citizens in ten counties of LAWO’s 
service area.

Equal Justice Works 
AmeriCorps Pro Bono Legal Corps Project to recruit and support 
volunteer law students and attorneys.

Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services  
Legal assistance to victims of domestic violence in the LAWO 
rural counties.

St. Marguerite D’Youville Foundation 
Medical-Legal Partnership for Children to provide assistance at medical locations to 
low-income children and families with legal problems affecting child health.

LAWO and ABLE Combined
Mental Health and Recovery Services Board of Lucas County 
Advocacy on behalf of consumers within the mental health system, including outreach 
visits to area mental health agencies and community groups.

Ohio Community Service Council 
AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and Housing Opportunity Project to provide 
legal assistance and advocacy to low-income clients and long-term care residents 
with legal problems related to the ability to obtain or maintain safe, affordable housing.

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation 
Support of ABLE and LAWO area-wide services, Legal Aid Line, the Migrant 
Farmworkers program, the Immigrant Detention Project, and the Save the Dream 
foreclosure prevention project through a competitive discretionary grant process.



Partners in Equal Access to Justice

Legal aid has maintained long-standing partnerships with pro bono legal services 
programs, including the Greater Dayton/Western Ohio Volunteer Lawyer’s Project (VLP) 
and the Toledo Bar Association Pro Bono Legal Services Program. Both programs 
provide opportunities for attorneys to volunteer their services to low-income people.

In addition to providing direct services on cases, volunteer lawyers also participate 
in outreach programs, make community education presentations, and co-counsel 
cases with other volunteers and staff attorneys. Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO) 
provided $68,196 to the Toledo Bar Association for the Pro Bono Legal Services 
Program and $139,401 to the Greater Dayton/Western Ohio Volunteer Lawyers Project. 
ABLE and LAWO also collaborated with these two programs on fundraising programs, 
community legal education programs, and volunteer lawyer recruitment.

One of the most important benefits of doing pro bono work is the direct contribution to 
the principle of justice for all. Last year, the following legal professionals in northwest 
and west central Ohio willingly and graciously gave their time and expertise to those 
who could not otherwise afford an attorney. ABLE and LAWO applaud these men and 
women who agreed to give back to the community so generously.

Attorneys who Provided Pro Bono Services

Karen R. Adams
William R. Ahern
Joseph F. Albrechta
William Sherman Alge
Charles F. Allbery
Stephanie  Allen
Jeffrey L. Amick
Kathy Amon
Marc Amos
Candace Anderson
Barbara J. Ansted
Stephen R. Archer
James S. Armstrong
W. David  Arnold
Matthew R. Arntz
Scott A. Ashelman

Kevin W. Attkisson
James E. August
Charlita Awosika
Stephen J. Axtell
Thomas Baggott
Dennis L. Bailey
John Baird
Joseph E. Balmer
Mark J. Bamberger
Shannon Bartels
Ralph A. Bauer
Rick Baum
Patti  Baumgartner- 
  Novak
Jane E. Beach
Phillip L. Beard

Jesse B. Beasley
Suzanne Beck
Jonathon L. Beck
Ann Beck
Jennifer Behrendt
David Beitzel
Paul Belazis
Frank L. Benham
John F. Bennett
Donald S. Bennett
Veronica N. Bennu
Daniel A. Bensman
Elaine S. Bernstein
Thomas Berry
Stephen Betts
Martin A. Beyer



Alan A. Biegel
Irvin G. Bieser
Rebecca Bingham
R. Scott Blackburn
Robert Blackwell
April R. Blair
Kara M. Blake
Rodney R. Blake
Jessica Blakewood
Robert M. Blue
James L. Blunt, II
L. Michael Bly
Nicole M. Boals
Sharon Bockelman
John D. Bodin
Jerome B. Bohman
Michael F. Boller
Jacqueline M. Boney
Michael R. Booher
James E. Borland
Michael R. Botros
Richard A. Boucher
Carolyn Bowe
Kevin Braig
Dwight D. Brannon
Douglas Brannon
Scott Braum
Randall Breaden
Donald Brezine
James Bruce Brimley
C. Wesley Bristley
Jennifer L. Brogan
Adrienne D. Brooks
Phillip Browarsky
Garth Brown
Jennifer N. Brown
Charles Brown
Christopher M. Brown
Sarah Brown

Matthew D. Bruder
Jeff Brumbaugh
Ryan Brunk
Stephen Bruns
Joseph P. Buchanan
Andrew R. Bucher
Sharon Buck
Michael Buckwalter
Thomas J. Buecker
Ronald L. Burdge
Michael J. Burdge
Lawrence T. Burick
Brian Burke
Chad E. Burton
Melinda Burton
David Busler
Jim Butler
Mariah Butler
John R. Butz
Allen Cabral
Esteban R. Callejas
James L. Caplinger
Richard L. Carr, Jr.
Sarah B. Carter
Jack Carter
James D. Caruso
Michael Cassady
Robert D. Castor
Mary Beth Caudill
Catheryn Cayson
John F. Cayton
Brad A. Chalker
F. Stephen 
  Chamberlain
John C. Chambers
Susan Chema
James Childress
James J. Chrisman
Joseph Chrisman

Richard A. Ciambrone
Christopher D. Clark
William Clark
Jan A. Clark
Kristi L. Clark
Nathan Clinard
J. Timothy Cline
John M. Cloud

John E. Clough
Brandon A. Coate
Wanda Coats
Thomas R. Cochran
Angie Colchin
Gwen Coles
Daniel Collette
Michael T. Columbus
Brooks A. Compton
Christopher Conard
Karen Connelly
W. Michael Conway
Janet K. Cooper
Lauri Cooper

Brent Copeland
Byron Corley
Edward Corley
John Cotner
Christopher F. Cowan
Ray A. Cox
David J. Coyle
Brent A. Crane

Nicholas Cron
Thomas P. Croskey
F. Ann Crossman
Robroy Crow
Kyle Alison Cubbon
Stuart F. Cubbon
Roger Culbert
David Cusack
Linda Cushman
R. Casey Daganhardt
Douglas A. Daley
Rudolph A. D’Amico
Scott S. Davies
Steven J. Davis

Christopher A. Deal
Steven O. Dean
Michael Deffet
Joyce M. Deitering
Michelle DeMasi
Kent Depoorter
Sylvie J. Derrien
Teresa Dewey Bacho
Barbara Ann Dibble
Matthew Dicicco
Larry Dilabbio
Lynette P. Dinkler
Mary A. Ditmer
David H. Dokko
John R. Doll
Peter J. Donahue
John D. Donaldson
Mark Donatelli
Richard Donenfeld
Barbara Doseck
Daryl R. Douple
Joseph A. Downing
Timothy S. Downs
Samuel E. Dowse
Wolfgang Drescher
Michael E. Dugan
Melissa Duke Jones
Barbara A. Duncombe
Joshua A. Dunkle
Karen T. Dunlevey
Aaron G. Durden
David M. Duwel
Thomas E. Dysinger
Katherine L. Early
Colleen Y. Ebel
John M. Ebersole
Fanny Eddler
Michael T. Edwards
Fanny Effler
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Robert J. Eilerman
John Elder
Jennifer N. Elleman
Michael J. Ellerbrock
Howard Elliott
Steven E. Elliott
James Ellis
Christopher Epley
Herbert Ernst
T. Craig Eschrich
C Marshall Esler
Meg Evans
Stanley R. Evans
Lee C. Falke
Patrick J. Fannon
Steven R. Fansler
Jason R. Farley
Gene Farmer
Harold R. Farquhar
Harry N. Faulkner
Jonathan Faulkner
Robert E. Feighner
Joseph Feller
Mary Kay Felton
Twila Ferguson
Mark S. Feuer
Greg Ficke
Christopher P. Fiegl
John Filkins
Theodore O. Finnarn
John A. Fischer
Dennis Fitzgerald
Sanford Flack
James P. Fleisher
Lynne M. Fleming
Canice J. Fogarty
Martin A. Foos
Melan M. Forcht

Mark S. Foster
Karol K. Fox
Jessica L. Francis
Anne M. Frayne
Bruce French
Keith A. Fricker
Gary L. Froelich
Drew Fuller

Alan D. Gabel
Robert Gaberman
Suzanne Gagle
Gregory M. Gantt
Phillip R. Garbig
John M. Garmhausen
Michelle Gearhardt
Woody Gearheart
Charles F. Geidner
Diane L. Gentile
Caroline H. Gentry
Daniel F. Getty
Douglas W. Geyer
Lance A. Gildner

Matt Gilmore
Susan E. Gilmore
John P. Goldenetz
Nicholas G. Gounaris
Joseph C. Graf
Marianne Graham
Thomas M. Green
James H. Greer

Douglas B. Gregg
David B. Grieshop
James N. Griffin
Tara M. Griffith
Edwin Grinvalds
Jonas J. Gruenberg
Jim R. Gudgel
Dennis E. Gump
Gerald E. Gunnoe
Robert W. Gurry
Michael E. Gutmann
Matt Gutteridge
Alan Guy
Marlene Guynes

Christine M. Haaker
Vaseem S. Hadi
Philip Evans Haffenden
Roger Hafford
Patrick F. Haggerty
Alan Hale
John F. Hall
Richard A. Hamilton
Richard H. Hammond
Paul David Hancock
Diane Hanson
Donald F. Harker
Daniel C. Harkins
Jennifer Harlow
Sean H. Harmon
Brian Harrison
James H. Hart
John E. Hart
Robert Hart
Randal A. Harvey
Cheryl Harwick
Kurt S. Hasselbach
Zach Haughawout
John F. Haviland
Bridget D. Hawkins
Margaret B. Hayes
James E. Heath
Richard Holtzman 
  Hedrick
Brandon C. Hedrick
Dennis Heitz
Tom R. Helberg
James K. Hemenway
Richard Hempfling
Toby Henderson
Richard Eugene 
  Hendricks
Lawrence W. Henke
Elizabeth J. Henley

Kelly A. Henrici
R Mark Henry
Mark Albert Herder
Charles S. Herman
J. Michael Herr
Douglas A. Hess
Loren H. Hess
Nicholas W. Hetzer
Ralph E. Heyman
Greg Hickman
William C. Hicks
John P. Hilgeman
Steven Hill
Jerome Hock
Louis I. Hoffman
Glen Hoffman
David Hollingsworth
Robert Bruce Hollister
Carol J. Holm
Jon Holt
Thomas A. Holton
James M. Hood
Valoria C. Hoover
Kathleen Hopkins
Laura  Hornish- 
  Schlosser
Cinamon Houston
Stephen F. Hubbard
John B. Huber
William Huber
Lawrence Huffman
Carroll E. Hunt
Deborah D. Hunt
Nathan C. Hunt
Roger L. Hurley
Matthew O. Hutchinson
Hannah Hutman
Ken Ignozzi
Thomas J. Intili
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Francisco A. Irizarry
David S. Jablinski
Gary Jacobs
James L. Jacobson
Jim Jaffe
Jamielynne Jenkins
Matthew T. Jewson
Lindsey M. Johnson
Jerry M. Johnson
Giselle Johnson
Robert C. Johnston
John Juergens
Joseph Juergens
Tabitha D. Justice
Georgia M. Kadlec
Cherrefe A. Kadri
Michael R. Kamen
Terry J. Kaper
Richard L. Kaplan
Alan M. Kappers
Keith R. Kearney
Emerson R. Keck
Ronald D. Keener
Rodney D. Keish
Ralph F. Keister
James W. Kelleher
Mary Ellen Kellow
Robert Kelsey
Thomas W. Kendo, Jr.
Ann Kentris Arthur
Grant Kerber
Carrie J. Kerber
Mark E. Kerns
Philip E. Kessler
Charles Y. Kidwell, Jr.
Eli W. Kiefaber
Jessica KImes
Scott A. King
Virginia M. King

Michelle L. King
Tami L. Kirby
James R. Kirkland
Alan Kirshner
Kimberly Sue Kislig
John Kissh
Patricia O’Donnell 
  Kitzler
Stephen Edward Klein
William G. Knapp
Christopher Knight
Thomas A. Knoth
Stephen Koder
John Hartman Koehler
Anthony E. Kohler
Julia Kolber
John F. Kolberg
John Koltak
Patricia A. Kovacs
Thomas R. Kraemer
Leo F. Krebs
Kenneth J. Krochmal
Michael W. Krumholtz
Robert A. Kuhlman
Barbara A. Lahmann
Judy LaMusga
Robert N. Lancaster
Mark Landers
Paula Lang
Joshua W. Lanzinger
David E. Larson
Laurence A. Lasky
Kenneth Lather
John T. Lawrence
Lisa Lay
David L. Layman
Michael A. Ledbetter
Anthony J. Lehman
Barbara L. Lehman

Cynthia Lennon
Gary J. Leppla
Brooke E. Leslie
Scott A. Liberman
Dennis A. Lieberman
Greg Lind
Robert Lindwall
Thomas P. Liptock
James R. Livingston
Jeffrey D. Livingston
Terry Lodge
Ronald G. Logan
Edmund Loikoc
Jennifer Longo
Jose M. Lopez
Alvin Lopez
Heather M. Loridas
Mark A. Losey
Kermit F. Lowery
Clare E. Luddy
Thomas E. Luettke
Roger Luring
L. Anthony Lush
Jane M. Lynch
Deborah Lynn Mack
Crofford J. Macklin
Mark M. Maier
Chad W. Main
Martin L. Malloy
Jeffrey L. Maloon
Barry W. Mancz
Nikolas P. Mann
Andrea Marcus
Ed Marks
Brandin Marlow
David Marquis
M. Todd Marsh
Barbara Martin
Dianne F. Marx

Joseph P. Mattera
Craig T. Matthews
Beatrice Maugeri
Ronald J. Maurer
Thomas McArdle
Katy McCleod
Scott F. McDaniel
Gerald L. McDonald
William J. McGraw
Thomas McGuire
Stephen M. McHugh
John J. McHugh
Wm. Travis McIntyre
Christine McLaughlin
David M. McNamee
Jeffrey McQuiston
Thomas A. McWatters
Jerry A. Meadows
William D. Meily
Srikumaran Melethil
Eric A. Mertz
David P. Mesaros
Beverly A. Meyer
Nancy A. Michaud
Daniel R. Michel
Kenneth L. Mickel
Donna L. Middlebrook
Drew Joseph Mihalik
David R. Miles
Douglas R. Miley
Eric Miller
Roger Miller
Karen Miller
Michael B. Miller
Jennifer M. Miller
Michael J. Millonig
Katherine A. Miltner
Keith L. Mitchell
John R. Mohr

Michael P. Moloney
Maureen Moloney
David H. Montgomery
William Montgomery
Philip R. Moots
Ruth A. Moreland
Larry G. Moritz
Carla J. Morman
David R. Morse
Robert Mues
Elaine Nailing
Nancy A. Nash
Michael M. Neltner
Karl E. Neudorfer
Jack Neuenschwander
David A. Neuhardt
Rebekah S. Neuherz
Emily Newman
Bryan A. Niemeyer
Victoria L. Nilles
Jeffrey Nodzak
Thomas R. Noland
Todd Hamilton Noll
Allen R. Norris
Tammy C. Nortman
Wayne P. Novick
James S. Nowak
Cristy Oakes
Joseph C. Oehlers
Joseph W. O’Neil
Ed Ostrowski
James N. Overholser
W. James Owen
Rebecca M. Owen
Beth Allen Owens
Kelly A. Oyer
Gregory S. Page
Laurie Pangle
Upendra Patel
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Stacey Pavlatos
Shoshana Pehowic
Victor H. Perez
Carol Perritt Lindstrom
Sam Petroff
David L. Phipps
Mary Rose Pica
David P. Pierce
Pamela L. Pinchot
Jerry O. Pitts
Dwight Poffenberger
Kenneth R. Pohlman
John D. Poley
Wilfred Potter
Thomas J. Potts
Cara Powers
Paula Powers
Jamey T. Pregon
K. Lynn Preston
Daniel Price
Connie Price 
  Testerman
Dave Purdue
Mark Puthoff
Elizabeth Putnam- 
  Behrendt
Margaret Quinn
Brent E. Rambo
Benjamin A. Randall
Ann Ratcliff
Barbara Rath
Edward C. Redder
Tamara Reeves
Marilyn Reid
Andrew J. Reitz
Mike Repass
Thomas J. Replogle
Timothy R. Reynolds

Erin Rhinehart
David M. Rickert
Aaron J. Ried
Harry P. Rife
Brett Anthony Rinehart
Rick L. Risner
B. Randall Roach
Nancy A. Roberson
Roberta S. Roberts
Brian M. Roberts
Buswell Roberts
Eugene Robinson
Jeffrey L. Robinson
Joan H. Roddy
Paul B. Roderer
Charles 
  Roedersheimer
Thor Ronemus
J. Andrew Root
Jon Rosemeyer
Robert D. Ross
Valerie Ann Myers 
  Roszman
Kate M. Rottmayer
Jamie P. Rowley
Etta S. Royer
Marshall D. Ruchman
Andrew E. Rudloff
C. Allan Runser
David P. Rupp
William Ruse
Kenneth G. Rush
Ralph Russo
Marybeth W. Rutledge
Ralph Rutledge
Julie Sacks
Rob Salem
Dawn E. Sanderson
Lisa A. Sandner

Michael W. Sandner
Douglas A. Saphire
Alan Schaeffer
Gary C. Schaengold
Gail M. Schaffer
Michael V. Schaffer
James F. Schaller
Suzanne Scheiner-Albl
Robert N. Schlemmer
J. Jason Schmidt
Matthew Schmidt
Richard A. Schmidt
Alfred (Bud) W. 
  Schneble
R. Larry Schneider
Kim Schroeder
Jerome Schroeder
Robert Schuck
Kelly Schuler
Richard Schulte
Donald G. Schweller
Nancy M. Scranton
Steven C. Scudder
Mark J. Sedor
S. Sue Seeberger
Andrea Seielstad
Tanya Seldon
Jeffrey S. Senney
R. Anne Shale
Charles F. Shane
Paul H. Shaneyfelt
Anne Shank
Edward L. Shank
Joel S. Shapiro
Jeffrey S. Sharkey
Susan K. Sharkey
Meenu Sharma
Robert B. Shearer
Sara J. Sherick

Carl D. Sherrets
Charles D. Shook
David A. Shough
David B. Shuffleton
Jeffrey B. Shulman
Dennis Shumaker
Suzanne Shuman 
  Rister
Jeffrey M. Silverstein
Thomas W. Simms
Gregory F. Singer
Angela Sinkovits
Ralph A. Skilken
Thomas E. Skilken
John W. Slagle
Curtis F. Slaton
Ruth Slone
Jeffrey D. Slyman
John Smalley
Nicholas M. Smith
Kelton Smith
J. MacAlpine Smith
Edward M. Smith
Bradley C. Smith
Michael L. Smith
Randall J. Smith
Stephen L. Smith
Jeffrey C. Snapp
Cozette Snead
Daniel Snyder
Cheryl Wright Snyder
Jacquelyn Snyder
Susan Solle
Eric Sommer
Matthew Sorg
Mary K. C. Soter
Susan F. Souther
Bret Spaeth
George F. Sprenger

John H. Stachler
Joseph W. Stadnicar
Jan H. Stamm
Eric A. Stamps
Dana A. Stamps
Lu Ann Stanley
Debra L. Starbird
Tyler Starline
James Staton
Jean M. Steigerwald
David E. Stenson
Wayne P. Stephan
Andrew B. Stewart
Bryan K. Stewart
Cori Stirling
Scott Stirling
Michael L. Stokes
Mark E. Stone
Andrew C. Storar
Erin Strausbaugh
Jeff Strausbaugh
Nicholas E. Subashi
Thomas P. Sullivan
M. Margaret Sullivan
Bruke H. Sullivan
Eugene P. Sunday
Jerry Sutton
James E. Swaim
Richard F. Szczepinski
Denise Tanka
Ian A. Taronji
Deborah Tassie
Sharon D. Tassie
Daniel E. Thiel
Mary Ann Thinnes
James W. Thomas
Rebecca L. Thomas
Kimberly Thomas
Lester R. Thompson
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Christopher W. 
  Thompson
Eric Thompson
Ashley M. Thompson
Ira Thomsen
Cornelia Tinkler
Mark D. Tolles
Jeremy M. Tomb
Ronald C. Tompkins
Shawn Tracy
Stephanie Tracy
Jason Treherne
Gretchen M. Treherne
Gregory Turner
Allison S. Turner
Mark A. Tuss
Timothy Tye
Lois A. Ulm
Jeffrey Underwood
Fred A. Ungerman
Karen Unver
Melissa Upthegrove
Susan Van der Klooster
Andrew Van Horn
Virginia VandenBosch
Anthony VanNoy
John A. Vanosdall
Navay M. Vaughn
Noel W. Vaughn
Eric P. Voigt
Peter F. VonMeister
Yolanda A. Vorys
H. Charles Wagner
Jared Wagner
Katrina Wahl
Brian M. Wakefield
John B.P. Wakefield
Christopher A. Walker
Geoffrey P. Walker

Hugh E. Wall
Richard H. Wallace
Helen C. Wallace
J. Joseph Walsh
Douglas Walter
E. James Wampler
Sherry Wampler
John A. Wannemacher
Marc Warncke
Cheryl R. Washington
Stephen A. Watring
John W. Weaner
James K. Weaner
Rudy D. K. Wehner
William Weigl
Dan D. Weiner
Heather D. Welbaum
Michael G. Weller
Amy Wells
Elizabeth Ahern Wells
Ellen C. Weprin
James I. Weprin
Joseph Wessendarp
Elizabeth Ramsey West
Gretchen Weston
Thomas P. Whelley
Jeffrey Whitman
M. Lore Whitney
Gabriel D. Wickline
David R. Wiechel
Elizabeth F. Wilber
Merle F. Wilberding
Lucas Wilder
Brian L. Wildermuth
Sidney L. Williams
David P. Williamson
J. Allen Wilmes
Reese Wineman
Paul Winterhalter

Kathleen Winters
Jeffrey A. Winwood
E. John Wist
Tamela Womack
Irene Pang Wong
Brian D. Wright
Cheryl Wright Snyder
Stephanie M. Wykes

Edward C. Yim
Stanley J. Yoder
Jason Yoss
Margaret R. Young
Eric W. Young
Steven E. Yuhas
Anthony J. Zaharieff
Amy C. Zeuch
Paul Zimmer
William R. Zimmerman
Julie E. Zink
Mark A. Zugelder
Phillip A. Zukowsky
Jonathan S. Zweizig



ABLE and LAWO
2007 Operating Revenue and Expenditures

Support and Revenue

 Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) ............................................ $7,897,288
 Legal Services Corporation (LSC) [LAWO only] ..................................... $2,524,859
 Other grants and contracts .................................................................. $2,880,868
 Fundraising/special events ..................................................................... $214,653
 Miscellaneous interest and other income ............................................... $700,641

 Total ................................................................................................. $14,033,309

Expenses and Expenditures

 Compensation and benefits ................................................................. $9,785,699
 Contract services ................................................................................ $1,204,568
 Operating costs ................................................................................... $1,804,258
 Travel, support, and training ................................................................... $703,520
 Miscellaneous ........................................................................................ $145,337

 Total ................................................................................................. $13,643,382

This report does not include revenue and expenses related to the Campaign for the Center for Equal Justice 
or endowment funds.
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Advocating for Clara

Eighty-three year old Clara lived in a nursing home. Her daughter, 

Elaine, lived a distance away and visited when she could – about 

once a month. During a recent visit, Elaine was concerned to see 

severe bruising over most of Clara’s body. The nursing home’s 

administrator and staff had no explanation for the bruising.

At the request of Clara’s family, a member of ABLE’s Long-Term 

Care Ombudsman Program investigated the situation at the 

nursing home. The ombudsman found that Clara did not have 

an appropriate bed, and the nursing home staff was improperly 

transferring her from the bed to a wheelchair. Unknowingly, 

the staff had also been administering two blood-thinning medications to Clara, which 

further contributed to the bruising. 

Clara’s condition improved dramatically after the nursing home administrator 

implemented changes recommended by the ombudsman: the staff received more 

training; Clara got a new bed; and her medications were adjusted. 

A Client’s Story
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