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Together, we do the community justice.

L e g a l A i d



2006 Combined Record of Service

• 34,460 requests for help
• 18,154 open cases
• 18,281 closed cases
• 42,013 individuals benefited across 32 Ohio Counties
• $4,937,749 total monetary awards for clients*

*Awards and benefits obtained in the areas of child support, spousal support, unemployment compensation, supplemental security

income, debt write-off, disability assistance, food stamps, and damages.



Honoring our supporters

Together, with the support of individuals, volunteer attorneys, law firms, corporations, community
partners, and other organizations, ABLE and LAWO continue to expand and strengthen their
commitment to equal access to justice, serving thousands of low-income people throughout our
32 county service area. Unfortunately, there is still a major gap between the legal needs of low-
income people and the legal help that they receive. That is why your support of the legal services
LAWO and ABLE provide is so vital to our programs and to the communities we serve.

We support legal aid because we believe it brings great value to our communities. The combined
mission of ABLE and LAWO is to improve the lives of low-income people in western Ohio by
helping them obtain and maintain the basic necessities of life – housing, food, income, physical
safety, and health care. Your support allows us to resolve social problems that impede access to
economic opportunity and to level the playing field for our clients.

We hope you will take great pride in being listed as one of those who financially support the
efforts of legal aid. This public support of the work of legal services programs means so much 
to our clients, our staffs, and our boards of trustees. We believe that only by working together
can we truly do the community justice.

Thank you.

D. Jeffrey Ireland
Cheryl Washington
2006 Campaign for Equal Justice – Miami Valley

R. Jeffrey Bixler
Steven P. Collier
2006 Campaign for Equal Justice – Northwest Ohio



For the non profit law firms of ABLE and LAWO,
being thought of as a friend to a client who is
in crisis is both gratifying and humbling. The
attorneys and advocates at LAWO and ABLE
closed more than 18,000 cases in 2006.
Our work helps families escape domestic 
violence, avoid homelessness, obtain needed
public benefits or health care, access basic
support services, and resolve many other
problems that threaten the well-being of 
them and their children.

Our mission is to improve the lives of low-
income people in northwest and west central
Ohio by helping them obtain and maintain the
basic necessities of life – housing, safety,
health care, and food – in addition to enhancing
family stability and security. We do this by
working to resolve a full range of legal 
problems, including domestic violence,
immigration, civil rights, employment,
consumer, and family issues, as well as 
housing and public benefits matters.

Our law firms employ a team of highly 
committed, experienced attorneys, paralegals,
and support personnel. We maintain a strong
record of partnering with other non-profit
organizations and public service agencies
that share our mission.

Most of our clients apply for assistance
through Legal Aid Line, our telephone and

Web-based intake and brief service system
created to provide streamlined access to legal
services for more people. This state-of-the-art
system serves as a critical point of access for
clients who need free legal help, including
advice, brief legal service, and, where 
applicable, a referral for further representation.

Our work benefits children, seniors, persons
with disabilities, survivors of domestic 
violence, immigrants, uninsured families and
individuals, families facing foreclosure and 
eviction, persons moving from welfare to
work, homeless children and families,
persons with mental illness, residents of
nursing homes, and migrant farmworkers – 
to name a few. Most often, poverty, language
and cultural barriers, low education levels, or
limited access to human services are issues
our clients live with every day.

In addition to providing legal assistance for
individual clients, we represent groups of
clients with common legal problems when it
is the most efficient and cost-effective way to
resolve these problems. We conduct community
legal education and trainings, including 
providing pro se (self help) materials and
guidance for those not facing emergency 
situations – as well as providing advocacy
and assistance on a number of systemic
issues affecting our client communities, all of
which benefit several thousand poor persons.

“I didn’t just find an attorney, I found a friend.”



Center sites in the country. LAWO was awarded
a grant to provide legal services through the
Defiance Family Justice Center project and
ABLE is the fiscal agent for the project. In
2006, plans were finalized for the central
Family Justice Center Site in Defiance as well
as the five satellite sites in each of the other
project counties. The grand opening of the
Defiance site took place in October of 2006.

ABLE received an Internal Revenue Service
grant to operate a
Low-Income
Taxpayer Clinic,
helping the working
poor to resolve tax 
controversies with
the IRS and providing
tax information to
workers for whom
English is a second
language.

The LAWO Dayton
office provided 
leadership for a
statewide Kinship

Care Coalition project to assist grandparents
caring for their grandchildren without benefit
of formal court custody orders. The project
helped implement a new state law that allows
grandparents to use simplified forms and 
procedures to obtain authority to enroll a
grandchild in school and to address the
child’s medical and dental care.

During the first year of the LAWO Civil Legal
Assistance Services Project (CLAS), staff
assisted more than 500 new clients with
cases in the Toledo Municipal Court. LAWO
Advocates located in the Toledo Municipal
Court building provide a full range of services,
including intake and assessment, investigation,
negotiation, litigation, appeals, and community
legal education. CLAS staff provided assistance
in cases including evictions from public and
private housing, debt collection, and garnishment
issues. The project is supported by funding
from a local add-on filing fee implemented by
Toledo Municipal Court, Judges, and Toledo
City Council.

Legal Aid Line provided intake, advice, and
referral services to 28,618 individuals in
2006. The number of calls and Web 
applications to Legal Aid Line increased by
3.4 percent from 2005 to 2006.

2006 Significant Accomplishments

A Legally Speaking community education
series featuring LAWO and ABLE attorneys
was held over a 12-week period in Toledo.
The sessions
were free and
open to the
public and
focused on a
wide range of
legal topics,
including 
predatory 
lending, family
law, housing
problems,
immigration
issues, and 
government
benefits programs.

ABLE and LAWO continued working with
community organizations to create a 
comprehensive health and legal initiative
focusing on the well-being of children. The
Medical-Legal Partnership for Children is a
partnership among ABLE, LAWO, St. Vincent
Mercy Medical Center Mercy Children’s
Hospital (MCH), the University of Toledo Health
Science Campus Department of Pediatrics
(UT), and Toledo Children’s Hospital from
ProMedica Health Group. ABLE and LAWO
received funding from the D’Youville Foundation
in Toledo to support staffing and operating
costs for the first two years of the project.

LAWO’s Defiance office spearheaded a 
project to create a Family Justice Center
that has centralized a number of services
for domestic violence victims in six rural
northwest Ohio counties. The Defiance project
was selected in 2004 by the Department of
Justice as one of 12 new Family Justice

continued...



ABLE received a grant from the Midwest
Immigrant and Human Rights Center to 
continue an immigrant detention project
that provides legal rights presentations and
legal assistance to immigrants being
detained in area jails.

ABLE and LAWO completed the second 
program year of an Ohio Community Service
Council, AmeriCorps Homelessness
Prevention and Housing Opportunity Project.
Currently, 18 AmeriCorps attorneys and 
advocates provide legal information, education,

and general 
assistance to low-
income residents
and the homeless
in an effort to help
them retain or
secure affordable
housing.

The final phase of
ClientsWIN, our
Web-based intake
system was
launched in early
November.
Because of a

newly designed web application, clients now
can receive emergency information specific to
their problem area and their county following
the submission of their application.
ClientsWIN (Client Web Intake Network) is an
internal name for this project, which can be
accessed by visiting www.legalaidline.org.
This project was funded in part by a major
grant from the Stranahan Foundation.

ABLE, LAWO and the Greater Dayton
Volunteer Lawyers Project, in cooperation
with the Dayton Bar Association Foundation,
held its first Access to Justice Awards
Dinner in the Dayton area. The Miami Valley
Access to Justice Awards Celebration drew an
impressive crowd. The speaker for the event
was Linda Greenhouse, New York Times
Supreme Court correspondent.

LAWO staff in Mansfield, along with staff from
LAWO’s Rural Pro Bono project, established a
rent escrow clinic in Mansfield in 2006. The
clinic provides pro se materials and information
to encourage more effective use of Ohio’s
rent escrow system.

ABLE’s Nursing Home Ombudsman/Advocacy
Project staff investigated 1,019 complaints
throughout its 10-county service area.
In addition, more
than 90 people
sought assistance
on the selection of
a long-term care
facility, and 57 
volunteers spent
2,038 hours 
visiting nursing
homes advocating
for residents.

ABLE continues to
participate in the
Pro Bono Legal
Corps (PBLC) 
project, a national AmeriCorps project 
funded through Equal Justice Works.
The AmeriCorps Pro Bono Legal Corps Project
continued to increase the number of volunteer
law students and attorneys recruited through
this program.

Pro bono recruitment in rural counties
increased greatly, with several counties now
having referral procedures in place and
accepting cases. In addition, continuing legal
education events for volunteer attorneys were
held in Shelby, Richland, Miami, and Allen
counties. An Interfaith Legal Clinic was 
developed and promoted in the Mansfield
area, increasing access to legal representation
for the low-income community. Individuals
were educated about possible solutions to
their legal problems at the clinic by receiving
individualized advice and counsel from 
volunteer attorneys.

continued...
2006 Significant Accomplishments
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Ensuring safety for the elderly

“Ruth” (not her real name) lives in a nursing

home. One day while Ruth was showering,

her wallet was stolen from her walker. Feeling

personally violated, Ruth requested assistance

from a volunteer ombudsman who is part of

ABLE’s Long Term Ombudsman Program/

Nursing Home Advocacy project. The volunteer

ombudsman immediately took action by

informing the facility that a theft had taken

place and by helping the client file a police

report. An ABLE staff ombudsman then fully

investigated the matter and helped the client

get her stolen money replaced by the nursing

facility. In addition, the ombudsman volunteer

continues to visit regularly with Ruth, helping

to restore her sense of security in her home.



The Legal Aid Foundation of Western Ohio
was established to help provide some critical
long-term financial stability for ABLE and
LAWO through the creation of endowment
and board designated funds.

The Board approved the establishment of an
endowment, “The Fund for Equal Justice,”
at the Toledo Community Foundation. The
establishment of this fund will help facilitate
an increase in major donations, bequests,
and other planned giving gifts. Plans were 
initiated to establish a similar fund at The
Dayton Foundation.

LAWO continues to be a lead agency for 
development of the Lucas County Prisoner
Re-Entry Project. In 2006, the project served
approximately 140 inmates from the Toledo
Correctional Institution. Supported by funding
from the Ohio State Bar Foundation, the 
Re-Entry Project helps former inmates resolve
family law, medical, housing, and employment
problems that otherwise could increase their
risk of returning to prison.

In our effort to create a Center for Equal
Justice to house our headquarters and to
expand our capacity to serve clients, ABLE
and LAWO purchased the former Western
Union Building located in downtown Toledo
on the corner of Huron and Jefferson
Streets. Immediately following the purchase,
we began to develop a campaign to raise
funds for the renovation of the building. The
quiet phase of the campaign kicked off in
early November.

continued...
2006 Significant Accomplishments



Housing protection 
for victim of domestic violence

“Sandra” (not her real name) lived in a public

housing facility under the Section 8 voucher

program. The client had recently received a

Civil Protection Order (CPO) against her 

husband that granted her the residence. Her

husband, however, refused to move and as a

result she was threatened with removal from

the program. An LAWO attorney explained to

the Housing Authority that her husband 

intimated her by carrying a gun around the

house. The attorney followed up with a letter

and went back to the Housing Authority and

provided copies of the protection order and

police reports that show the husband was in

violation of the CPO. The client was allowed

to stay in the home without having a hearing

and was reinstated to the Section 8 Voucher

program.



Mary Anne Burns
David A. Bryan
William J. Brennan
Thomas C. Blank
John J. Callahan
Chief Judge James G. Carr
Casey & Slaybod
Patrick B. Cavanaugh
Carol A. Contrada
Clinton C. Covrett
Kyle A. Cubbon
John V. Curtin 

in honor of James P. Curtin
Stephen M. Dane
Gabrielle Davis
Lori W. Decker
John Donovan
Michael D. Dorf
Thomas S. Douglas
Richard L. Emery
William G. Fischer
John B. Fisher
Vivian C. Folk
Craig F. Frederickson
Lynn L. Fruth
Thomas R. Furey
Gallagher, Stelzer, Yosick, Ltd.
Thomas W. Gallagher
Mary Garcia-Feehan
James W. Gearheart
Ted C. Gillespie
Honorable George M. Glasser

in honor of H. Wm. Bamman
Martin E. Goff
James E. Goranson
Arnold N. Gottlieb
Stevin J. Groth
Merritt W. Green, III
R. Kevin Greenfield
Marcia S. Gurecky
Elizabeth J. Hall
Scott Hamner
David A. Harris
John A. Harris, III
John P. Hayward

Richard C. Hasbrook
Henry B. Herschel
Honorable Raymond C. Hieber

in memory of Robert Butler, Esq.
Thedford I. Hitaffer
Pam and Paul Hollenbeck
Catherine G. Hoolahan
Bradley F. Hubbell
James H. Irmen
Mark I. Jacobs
Marvin K. Jacobs
Christopher F. Jones
Michael C. Jones
G. Christopher Joseph
Robert Z. Kaplan
Honorable David A. Katz
Kerger and Associates
Douglas W. King
James R. Knepp, II
Robert A. Koenig
Robert Kopf
Paul M. Kraus
Kathleen A. Kress
Anita Levin
Jay J. Lowenstein
Oksana M. Ludd
Timothy C. McCarthy
Charles T. McCarter
Thomas McCradle
McQuades Co., LPA, The
Malone, Ault & Farrell
Richard R. Malone
Daniel J. Maloney
Andrew R. Masse
Ruth Ann Meacham
Frank S. Merritt
Kenneth L. Mickel
James W. Millon
Mira & Kolena Ltd.
Thomas Moliterno
Alan L. Mollenkamp
James E. Morgan
Clifford Mulder
James L. Murray
Dan Nathan

2006 Campaign for Equal
Justice – Northwest Ohio

Committee Co-chairs
R. Jeffrey Bixler
Steven P. Collier

Leadership Committee
W. David Arnold
Joseph A. Stancati
William J. Bingle
Thomas S. Douglas
Samuel Z. Kaplan
Richard M. Kerger
Sarah Ann McHugh
Laurie J. Pangle
Sheldon Slaybod
David J. Coyle
Janis E. Susalla Foley
Janet E. Hales
James H. Irmen
Robert V. Sterling
Barbara J. Stutz
David P. Rupp, Jr.
John Polofka
James Jeffery

2006 Phonathon
Volunteers – 
Northwest Ohio

Committee Co-chairs
William J. Bingle
Janis E. Susalla Foley
Catherine H. Killam

Roman Arce
W. David Arnold
Sharon Clark
Thomas Douglas
Paula Holt
James Knepp
Anita Levin
Dan Nathan
James Perlman
Janelle Schaller
Sarah Skow
Keith Wilkowski

Sustaining Gifts
($2,000 and above)
R. Jeffrey Bixler
Connelly, Jackson 

& Collier, LLP
Cooper & Walinski, LPA
Russell Kelm
The LaValley Foundation
Robison, Curphey & O’Connell
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick,

LLP

Benefactors
($1,000-$1,999)
Arnold, Caruso, Green 

& Belazis, Ltd.
Bunda, Stutz & DeWitt, PLL
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
John J. McHugh III
Reminger & Reminger,

Co., LPA
Weber & Sterling, LLC

Advocates ($500-$999)
Catherine H. Killam
Martin E. Mohler
Vincent M. Nathan
Thomas J. Tucker
Gary L. Howe
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
Beverly Nathan
Jerome Phillips
Plassman, Rupp, Hensal,

Short & Hagans
Christine A. Reardon
John J. Siciliano
John P. Stockwell
Zoll & Kranz
Kevin C. Mulder
H. Buswell Roberts, Jr.
Thomas W. Palmer
Joseph R. Tafelski
Susan H. Muska

Sponsors ($300-$499)
Honorable Fred McDonald
James L. Murray
Margaret M. Murray
C.J. Keller Smith
Honorable Mary Ann Whipple
Marilyn L. Widman
Stephen A. Rothschild
John D. Franklin
Jack G. Fynes
Bruce L. Smith
Keith A. Wilkowski
Richard S. MacMillan
Lyden, Liebenthan & Chappell,

Ltd.

Donors ($100-$299)
Paul E. Accettola
Adray and Grna Associates
Stephen F. Ahern
Joseph J. Allotta
Jean E. Atkin
Barber, Kaper, Stamm 

& Robinson
William Barkan
Mark S. Barnes
Gordon R. Barry
Paul T. Belazis
John J. Benavides
Charles M. Boss



Newcomer, Shaffer,
Spangler & Breininger

Charles D. Niehaus
Honorable S. Dwight Osterud
Patrick P. Pacella
Laurie J. Pangle
Christopher F. Parker
James M. Perlman
Robert E. Pollock
John R. Polofka
Bonnie R. Rankin
Cynthia L. Rerucha
Philip M. Rice
Joseph A. Rideout
Honorable Reno R. Riley, Jr.
Stephen C. Roach
James L. Rogers
Mark H. Rose
James I. Rothschild
Theodore M. Rowen
Drs. Richard 

and Elizabeth Ruppert
Magistrate Bradley Sales
Charles H. Sallah
Dennis P. Sawan
Stephen A. Schaefer
Thomas J. Schaffer
Charles R. Schaub
Scheer, Green and Burke,

Co., LPA
Thomas L. Schlachter
John M. Scott
Robert M. Scott
John D. Scouten
Mervin S. Sharfman
Gregory J. Shope
Gregory S. Shumaker
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick,

LLP
Honorable Arlene Singer
Honorable William J. Skow
Keithley B. Sparrow
Scott E. Spencer
Lyman F. Spitzer
Joseph A. Stancati
Thomas R. Stebbins 

in memory of Elizabeth Sackett
James A. Sulewski
Thomas J. Szyperski
Deborah S. Tassie
Nirakar C. Thakur, Jr.
Toledo Bar Association

Auxiliary
Louis E. Tosi
Gregory L. VanGunten
James M. Vassar
Mark F. Vitou
Richard S. Walinski
Glenn E. Wasielewski
Watkins, Bates & Carey
Kenneth I. White, Sr.
Tom and Judy Willging

Brent L. Winzeler
Dennis P. Witherell
Joseph L. Wittenberg
John and Pat Worcester
Lisa A. Wurster
James E. Yavorcik
Kurt M. Young
Lami Youssef-Coyle
Cynthia M. Zalewski
Lorin J. Zaner
Connie F. Zemmelman
Honorable Jack Zouhary
Thomas G. Zraik

Supporters (under $100)
Rev. Howard Abts
Alfred Albright, Jr.
James B. Allen
James C. Anderson
Van P. Andres
Anthony Bayford
Jenifer A. Belt
Michael J. Berebitsky
Eileen M. Best
Louis M. Best
Marie Blake
John A. Blaufuss
John H. Boggs
Amy J. Borman
James A. Brebberman
Margaret E. Bretzloff
Allan J. Brogan
Timothy J. Brown
Marcus J. Brubaker
Michael A. Bruno
Steven M. Burke
Jonathan B. Cherry
Geoffrey A. Cottier
Jeffrey S. Creamer
Douglas A. Daley 

in honor of Charles W. Daley
Philip C. Davis
Joseph P. Dawson
JoAnne Deverna

Gary R. Diesing
Anthony B. DiSalle
Randall C. Dixon
Cynthia A. Easterwood
William C. Eickholt
Richard A. Entenmann
Larry D. Farley
Kevin M. Ferguson
Jeffrey E. Fort
Fraser, Clemens, Martin 

& Miller, LLC
Tracy Frazee
Patricia B. Fugee

Stanley J. Garrett
Paul D. Giha
Kenneth D. Gould
Honorable Michael Goulding
Ellen M. Grachek
David G. Grude
Anastasia K. Hanson
Patricia C. Hays
Richard W. Heck
Howard B. Hershman
Gordon H. Hirsch
Paula Holt
Timothy J. Horne
Stephen E. House
Thomas S. Johnston
Michael S. Katz
Dennis F. Keller
Frances V. King
Patricia H. Kurt
John A. Landry
Steven K. Lauer
Alan J. Lehenbauer
Neil H. Light
Barbara E. Machin
Michael P. Margelefsky
John I. Mattimoe
Susan D. McClay
Lowell D. McCrury
William M. McKee
Jennifer S. Mistry

Jeffrey A. Nelson
Isobel T. O’Brien
Dr. Richard Oswald
Rudolph Peckinpaugh, Jr.
Zachary Prendergast
Mark F. Roberts
Damian Rodgers
Stephen M. Sadowski
Robert S. Salem
Scott J. Saum
Barry E. Savage
Mary Lou Sawers
Dini and Herman Schut
Peter R. Silverman
Sarah Skow
Beverly J. St. Clair
Kelly Sterling
Amy E. Stoner
Karl Strauss
Marie E. Suplica
Joan C. Szuberla
Mary Jo Tarini
Cynthia G. Tesznar
Michael J. Todak
Chad M. Tuschman
Louis Udell
Trevor P. VanBerkom
John R. Wanick
Thomas I. Webb, Jr.
David Weiner
Margaret M. Weisenburger
Rebecca West-Estell
Kimberly T. Williford
Doris K. Wohl
Karen E. Wood
Robert G. Young



2006 Campaign for Equal
Justice – Miami Valley

Committee Co-Chairs
D. Jeffrey Ireland
Cheryl Washington

Leadership Committee
Gordon Arnold
Jonathon Beck
Wray Blattner
Glen Dewar
Tom Hagel
John Lombard
David Peterson
Geoff Walker
Mary Wiseman

2006 Phonathon
Volunteers

Committee Co-Chairs
Chad Burton
Stephanie Dannemman

Committee Volunteers
Katie Miltner
Shawn Hooks
Rebecca Owens
Christopher Brown
Jacqueline Brown  
Christine McLaughlin
Shanon Potts
Jessica Kimes
Molly Schafer

Leadership ($2,500 and
above)
Chernesky Heyman 

& Kress PLL
Dayton Bar Association
Foundation
Caleb and Carol Deupree
Faruki Ireland & Cox PLL
Sebaly Shillito & Dyer

Sustaining
($1,000 - $2,499)
Cooper, Gentile 

& Washington Co LPA
Gregory C. Gibson
D. Jeffrey Ireland
Robert E. Stirling
Mark Edward Stone
Thompson Hine LLP

Benefactor ($500 - $999)
Robert P. Bartlett, Jr.
Bieser Greer & Landis LLP
Glenn L. Bower
Ronald L. Burdge

John M. Cloud
Jeffrey T. Cox
Greene County Bar Association
Scott King
Leppla Associates
Kevin C. Mulder
David Nadler
Thomas R. Noland
Joseph M Rigot
David A. Rohrer
Pickrel Schaeffer 

& Ebeling Co. LPA
Joseph B. Schaeff
Edward L. Shank
Surdyk Dowd & Turner Co. LPA
Joseph R.Tafelski
Thompson & DeVeny Co. LPA

Supporting ($300 - $499)
Gary W. Auman
Jonathon L. Beck
Karen Denise Bradley
Robert J. Brown
Richard F. Carlile
Brooks A. Compton
Peter J. Donahue
Joan Drake Durham
J. Michael Herr
Horenstein Nicholson 

& Blumenthal
James G. Kordik
Ronald J. Kozar
Thomas R. Kraemer
Crofford J. Macklin, Jr.
Dianne F. Marx
Michael P. Moloney
Joyce Murty
David Peterson
K. Lynn Posey
Shelley A. Reed
William A. Rogers, Jr.
J. David Ruffner 

in memory of Lloyd O’Hara
Kay and Jim Stahler
Hugh E. Wall, III

Gary J. Weston
Steve W. Whiting
Brian D. Wright

Advocate ($100 - $299)
Karen R. Adams
Debra B. Armanini
Joseph S. Armanini
Gordon D. Arnold
Janice I. Beers
Wray Blattner
Shawn M. Blatt
Amy S. Boland
Branford Brown
Joseph Charles Brucker
Chad E. Burton
Robert L. Caspar, Jr.
Mary Beth Caudill
Joshua Chernesky
Honorable William A. Clark
Rebecca A. Cochran
Christopher F. Cowan
Crew & Buchanan
Glen Dewar
Martina M. Dillon
Daryl R. Douple
Mark Engling
Meg Evans
Terence L. Fague
Honorable Patrick J. Foley
Gary L. Froelich
Gary W. Gottschlich
David C. Greer
Vanessa L. Guenther
Robert W. Gurry
Timothy J. Hackert
Robert J. Hadley
Timothy W. Hagan
Thomas L. Hagel
Sarah Decker-Hall
Donald F. Harker, III
Honorable Cynthia M. Heck
Richard H. Hedrick
Richard F. Heil in memory 

of John O. Harper, Esq.

J. Stephen Herbert
Hess & Daganhardt Co. LPA
Lisa A. Hesse
Ralph E. Heyman
Stanley A. Hirtle
Timothy D. Hoffman
Paul L. Horstman
Katherine Huffman
Honorable Robert W. Hutcheson
Carley J. Ingram
Thomas E. Jenks
Jones & Washington Co. LPA
Nancy Jones
James W. Kelleher
Robert W Kiefaber
Lisa A. Kloppenberg 

& Mark Zunich
William J. Leibold
Mary E. Lentz
Mark P. Levy
Deborah A. Lieberman
John C. Lombard
Honorable William J.

MacMillan, Jr.
Helenka Marculewicz
Cynthia Martin
Gwen M. Mattison
Honorable Alice O. McCollum
William B McNeil
Honorable John M. Meagher
Susan Blasik-Miller 

& Arvin Miller
Katherine A. Miltner
John R. Mohr
Jeffrey A. Mullins
Jack L. Neuenschwander
Victoria L. Nilles
Allen R. Norris
Daniel J. O’Brien
Magistrate Timothy N.

O’Connell
James N. Overholser
Alvarene N. Owens
Rebecca M. Owen
Timothy G. Pepper
Honorable John S. Pickrel
David P. Pierce
John D. Poley
Robert E. Portune
Ronald S. Pretekin
Ted L. Ramirez
Andrew J. Reitz
George & Barbara Reynolds
Erin Rhinehart
David M. Rickert
John P. Rieser
Honorable Adele M. Riley
Beth Root
Eward M. Roth & Jeanne

Philips-Roth
Patricia E. Rousseau

continued...



Stopping unlawful garnishments

The LAWO Community Legal Assistance

Services (CLAS) project at Toledo Municipal

Court received five referrals from a Florida

legal aid program over several weeks. The

cases involved low-income working mothers

who had bought cars in Florida and were

having upwards of $300 per month of their

wages garnished after having been sued for a

deficiency judgment by a Toledo debt collector.

The women, who had never been to Ohio,

purchased cars in Florida but returned the

cars to the dealer after the cars either broke

down or the women lost their jobs. Continued

investigation by LAWO attorneys showed that

this same company had sued more than 200

out of state residents in the past year. Further

investigation revealed that application of

Florida law would have protected the clients’

earnings as they were low-income heads of

household. The case was brought to the

attention of ABLE attorneys, who reviewed the

information in collaboration with LAWO 

attorneys and eventually filed a class action

lawsuit against the debt collector, challenging

Ohio’s jurisdiction. The case was settled prior

to the class issue being decided. The settlement

included $90,000 in damages paid to clients.



Adam V. Sadlowski
Alan & Beth Schaeffer
Richard A. Schwartz
Jon M. Sebaly
Karen M. Sherlock
Ralph A. Skilken, Jr.
Todd W. Souve’
Lu Ann Stanley
Alan J. Statman
Subashi Wildermuth & Ballato
James E. Swaim
Richard A. Talda
Tracy & Tracy Co. LPA
Eric P. Voigt
Katrina L. Wahl
Wayne E. Waite 

in honor of Viki Arnold
J. Joseph Walsh
Judge Herman 

& Barbara Weber
Margaret M. Wenzke
Merle F. Wilberding
Mary L. Wiseman
Honorable William H. Wolff, Jr.

Friend ($25 - $99)
Joseph Borland
Jacqueline V. Brown
Mariah D. Butler
Hallie A. Davis
Magistrate David M. Farmer
Honorable Jeffrey E. Froelich

in memory of Saul Young
Erica L. Glass
Shireen J. Hebert
Jonathan A. Horwitz
Lindsay Johnson
James R. Kirkland
Marshall G. Lachman
Anthony R. Lair
Brett Loney & Amy Waskowiak
Heather M. Loridas
John Martin
Barbara L. Sager
Bonnie S. Shane
Jeffrey B. Shulman
Angela M. Sinkovits
Nicholas M. Smith
Robert N. Snyder
T. Andrew Vollmar
Jenifer L. Wilhelm
Reuben Wolk
Lee Young, Jr.

continued...
Advocate ($100 - $299)

LAWO Volunteers
Peggy Alexander
Stacey Bellas
Gregory Dennis
Elizabeth George
Meredith Goldberg
Joseph Hughson

Jenica James
Stacey Kerns
Jonathan Ketter
Sherry Leeright
Nicole Minch 
Laurie Meilleur
Elinor Parish 
Markisha Tindall
Beverly Trimbach
David Warren 
Amanda Weizman
Connie Young

ABLE Volunteers
Katherine Beavis
Aisha Bierma
Larry DeHoff
Evelyn Feiger
Debora Hass
Sondra Iracheta
Jonathan Ketter
Laurie J. Meilleur
Sarah M. Vidal

Volunteer Ombudsman
Kathy Amon
Lynn Bachelor
Dorothea Barker
Louise Beldon
Janice Billings
Henry Bond

Susan Borkovich
Ellen Bradley
Danny Brown
Sheri Carraway
Annette Churchill
Rebecca Coffey
Addie Coleman
Shirley Cunningham
Janaline Darrington
Marita Davis
Wendy DeBord
Maralee Demorest
Janet Desmond
Karen Diaz
Pauline Dinkins
Barbara Donley
Brenda Downour
Doris Fauble
Victoria Fariello
Jacquie Fields
Harry Griffin
Brenda Hammer
Jane Havens

Volunteers make a big difference in the lives of those needing civil legal assis-
tance. The following individuals generously contributed their time and talent to
assist LAWO and ABLE with their mission of providing equal access to justice.
They volunteered as legal interns, externs, paralegals, attorneys, and in other
professional capacities.

Sandie Heyneman
Patricia Higgins
John Jacobs
Marsha Kohr
Constance Kosta
Sheri Luedtke
Susan Mack
Helen Martaus
Denise Maye
John Miller
Gregory Mintz
Lennox Mitchell
Sharon Musch
Nancy Myerholtz
Regina Patrick
Sue Potter
Carole Ragan
Suzanne Scantlan
Dollie Smith
Linda Snare
Sandi Sparks
John Stevenson
Mary Tebbe
DeLores Thomas
Jennifer Wagner
Lana Weaver-Ankney
Jerry Wertz
Donald Williams

2006 Campaign for Equal
Justice – Miami Valley



Restoring disability benefits

“Steve” (not his real name) had received 

disability benefits since age 11. Steve’s 

disability was based in part on mental 

impairments and developmental delay. Steve

did not receive his benefits directly – Social

Security sent the benefits to Steve’s mother

as payee. When Steve was about 35 years

old, he began to work at a part-time job at a

local store; he did not realize that his mother

did not tell Social Security about his employment

income. The mother continued to cash Steve’s

disability benefits and managed all of Steve’s

money. After Steve’s mother died, Social

Security found out about Steve’s part-time

employment and claimed that Steve must

repay an “overpayment” of $80,000 before 

he would be eligible to receive any additional

disability benefits. By that time, Steve no

longer was able to work and would have

faced severe financial difficulties if the 

disability benefits were terminated. An 

attorney from LAWO represented Steve before

Social Security. It was determined that Steve

was not at fault for the overpayment and his

disability benefits were maintained.



Attorneys who provided 
Pro Bono Services

Karen R. Adams
Deborah J. Adler
Joseph F. Albrechta
William Sherman Alge, Jr.
Charles F. Allbery, III
Jeffrey L. Amick
Alan G. Anderson 
Bradley D. Anderson
Barbara J. Ansted
Robert Douglas Aplin
Stephen R. Archer
James S. Armstrong

Matthew R. Arntz
Kevin W. Attkisson
Matthew D. Austin
Stephen J. Axtell
Thomas M. Baggott
Dennis L. Bailey
Erin A. Bair
John Baird
Matthew Bakota
Lynette P. Ballato
Joseph E. Balmer, III
Robert P. Bartlett, Jr.
Ralph Bauer
Patti Baumgartner-Novak
Leonard Bazelak
Jane E. Beach
Scott B. Beals
Phillip L. Beard
Jesse B. Beasley
Ann Beck
Jonathon L. Beck
Suzanne P. Beck
Elizabeth A. Behrendt
David Beitzel
Frank L. Benham
Daniel Bensman
Elaine S. Bernstein
Thomas Berry
Stephen Betts

Martin A. Beyer
Alan Biegel
Irvin G. Bieser, Jr.
R. Scott Blackburn
April R. Blair
Kara M. Blake
Rodney R. Blake, Jr.
Susan Blasik-Miller
L. Michael Bly
John D. Bodin
Jerome B. Bohman
Michael F. Boller
Michael R. Booher
James E Borland
Michael Botros

Richard A. Boucher
Karen D. Bradley
Kevin Braig
Dwight D. Brannon
Randall E. Breaden
Donald Brezine
James Bruce Brimley
Daniel E. Brinkman
Wesley Bristley
Jennifer L. Brogan
Christopher M. Brown
Garth Brown
Jacqueline V. Brown
Jennifer N. Brown
Sarah Brown
Matthew D. Bruder
Ryan Brunk
Stephen Bruns
Joseph B. Buchanan
Michael Buckwalter
Michael J. Burdge
Ronald L. Burdge
Lawrence T. Burick
Robert A. Burke
Chad E. Burton
Donald E. Burton
Melinda K. Burton
James L. Butler, Jr.

Partners in Equal Access to Justice

Legal aid has maintained long standing partnerships 
with pro bono legal services programs, including the
Dayton/Miami Valley Volunteer Lawyer’s Project (VLP) 
and the Toledo Bar Association Pro Bono Legal Services
Program. Both programs provide opportunities for attorneys
to volunteer their services to low-income people.

In addition to providing direct services on cases, volunteer
lawyers also participate in outreach programs, make 
community education presentations, and co-counsel
cases with other volunteers and staff attorneys. Legal Aid
of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO) provided $66,000 to the
Toledo Bar Association for the Pro Bono Legal Services
Program and $110,992 to the Greater Dayton Volunteer
Lawyers Project. ABLE and LAWO also collaborated with
these two programs on fundraising, community legal 
education, and volunteer lawyer recruitment.

One of the most important benefits of pro bono work is
the direct contribution to the principle of justice for all.
Last year, the following legal professionals in northwest
and west central Ohio willingly and graciously gave their
time and expertise to those who could not otherwise
afford an attorney. ABLE and LAWO applaud these men
and women who agreed to give back to the community 
so generously.



Mariah Butler
John R. Butz
Martin A. Byer
Allan Cabral
James Caplinger
Richard F. Carlile
Richard L. Carr, Jr.
Christopher W. Carrigg
Jay B. Carter
Sarah B. Carter
Mary Beth Caudill
Brad A. Chalker
John C. Chambers
Susan Chema
James J. Chrisman
Richard A. Ciambrone
James Childress
Christopher D. Clark
Jan A. Clark
Kristi L. Clark
William Clark
Nathan Clinard
J. Timothy Cline, Jr.
John E. Clough
Thomas R. Cochran
Mark W. Cockley
William Coen
Daniel Collette
Brooks A. Compton
Christopher Conard
Mark A. Conway
W. Michael Conway
Janet K. Cooper
Brent Copeland
Byron D. Corley
John M. Cotner
Christopher F. Cowan
Jeffrey T. Cox
Carl A. Cramer
Brent A. Crane
Thomas P. Croskey
Robroy Crow
Roger Culbert
Carrie Cummings
Robert M. Curry
David Cusack
Linda Cushman
Tod A. Cyester
R. Casey Daganhardt
Ramona Daniels
Steven K. Dankof
Scott S. Davies
Steven J. Davis
Christopher A. Deal
Steven O. Dean
Thomas E. DeBrosse
Joyce M. Deitering
Larry J. Denny
Kent J. Depoorter
Sylvie J. Derrien
Barbara Ann Dibble
John R. Doll

Peter J. Donahue
Mark J. Donatelli
Richard D. Donenfeld
Daryl R. Douple
Edward J. Dowd
Joseph A. Downing
Edward Duffy, Jr.
Melissa Duke Jones
Karen T. Dunlevey
Patrick K. Dunphy
Aaron G. Durden
David M. Duwel
James A. Dyer
Michael E. Dyer
Thomas E. Dysinger

John M. Ebersole
Jennifer N. Elleman
Steven J. Elleman
Howard Elliott
James Ellis
Robert J. Eilerman
Michael J. Ellerbrock
Steven E. Elliott
James C. Ellis
Herbert Ernst, Jr.
C. Marshall Esler, Jr.
Meg Evans
Nika Evans Katchman
Stanley R. Evans
Lee C. Falke
Steven R. Fansler
Jason Farley
Harold R. Farquhar
Charles J. Faruki
Harry N. Faulkner
Robert E. Feighner, Jr.
Joseph L. Feller
Mary Kay Felton
Mark S. Feuer
John Filkins III
John A. Fischer
Dennis Fitzgerald
Sanford Flack

James P. Fleisher
Canice J. Fogarty
John R. Folkerth, Jr.
Martin A. Foos
Mark S. Foster
Charles B. Fox
Anne M. Frayne
Jonathan B. Freeman
Stephen V. Freeze
Bruce French
Ray C. Freudiger
Neil F. Freund
Keith A. Fricker
Gary L. Froelich
Cori Funk

Alan D. Gabel
Robert Gaberman
Suzanne Gagle
Barry S. Galen
Gregory M. Gantt
Phillip R. Garbig
John M. Garmhausen
Carmine M. Garofalo
Barbara Garrison
Rory E. Garrity
Michelle J. Gearhardt
Woody Gearheart
James R. Geisenfeld
Diane L. Gentile
Caroline H. Gentry
Daniel F. Getty
Jennifer S. Getty
Douglas W. Geyer
Lance A. Gildner
John R. Glankler
Robert D. Goelz
Andrew J. Gottman
Nicholas G. Gounaris
Thomas M. Green
David C. Greer
James H. Greer
Douglas B. Gregg
David P. Grieshop

James N. Griffin
Ed Grinvalds
Charles L. Grove, III
Jonas J. Gruenberg
Jim R. Gudgel
Vanessa L. Guenther
Dennis Gump
Gerald E. Gunnoe
Robert W. Gurry
Michael E. Guttman
Christine M. Haaker
Timothy J. Hackert
Vaseem S. Hadi
Philip Evans Haffenden
Roger Hafford
John F. Hall
Paul G. Hallinan
Richard H. Hammond
Paul David Hancock
Diane E. Hanson
Donald F. Harker, III
Sean H. Harmon
Justin D. Harris
John E. Hart
Tami L. Hart
Randal A. Harvey
John F. Haviland
Bridget Hawkins
Margaret B. Hayes
R. Holtzman Hedrick
James K. Hemenway
Richard Hempfling
Lawrence W. Henke, III
Ellizabeth J. Henley
R. Mark Henry
G. Douglas Herdman
Charles S. Herman
J. Michael Herr
Phillip B. Herron
Ralph E. Heyman
John P. Hilgeman
Victor A. Hodge
Louis I. Hoffman
Jonathan Hollingsworth
Robert Bruce Hollister
Carol J. Holm
Thomas A. Holton
James M. Hood
Ryan M. Hoover
Steven B. Horenstein
Laura Hornish-Schlosser
Paul L. Horstman
Cinamon S. Houston
Douglas Hrenko
Stephen F. Hubbard
John B. Huber
William Huber
Lawrence Huffman
Carroll E. Hunt
Deborah D. Hunt
Nathan C. Hunt
Matthew O. Hutchinson

continued...



Henry Hyde, III
Kenneth J. Ignozzi
Asmina Ikramuddin
Thomas J. Intili
D. Jeffrey Ireland
David S. Jablinski
Gary J. Jacobs
James L. Jacobson
Patrick J. Janis
Matthew T. Jewson
C. Terry Johnson
Christopher F. Johnson
Jerry M. Johnson
Lindsay M. Johnson
Robert C. Johnston
Scott K. Jones
Taylor Jones, Jr.
John Juergens
Tabitha D. Justice
Richard L. Kaplan
Alan M. Kappers
Keith R. Kearney
Ronald D. Keener
Ralph F. Keister
James W. Kelleher
Thomas W. Kendo, Jr.
Grant Kerber
Philip E. Kessler
Charles Y. Kidwell, Jr.
Eli W. Kiefaber
Jessica Kimes
Michele L. King
Scott A. King
Virginia M. King
Donald J. Kinlin
James R. Kirkland
Lori E. Kirkwood
Kimberly Kislig
John Kissh, Jr.
Stephen E. Klein
William G. Knapp III
Christopher Knight
Thomas A. Knoth
John Hartman Koehler
Chad M. Kohler
John F. Kolberg
Stephen F. Korhn
David Korte
Thomas R. Kraemer
Leo F. Krebs 
Howard P. Krisher
Kenneth J. Krochmal
Michael W. Krumholtz
Robert Lancaster
David H. Landon
Paula Lang
David E. Larson
Laurence A. Lasky

Kenneth Lather
Lisa Lay
David L. Layman
Michael A. Ledbetter
J. Anthony Lehman
Andrew D. Lemar
Kathleen S. Lenski
Gary J. Leppla
Scott A Liberman
Dennis A. Lieberman
Theodore D. Lienesch
Greg Lind
Thomas P. Liptock
James R. Livingston
John C. Lombard
Jose M. Lopez
Heather M. Loridas
George H. Lovett
Kermit F. Lowery
Roger E. Luring
L. Anthony Lush
Chanda Lynch
Jane M. Lynch
Deborah L. Mack
Crofford J. Macklin, Jr.
Mark M. Maier
Martin L. Malloy
Barry W. Mancz
Douglas A. Mann
Nikolas P. Mann
Thomas J. Manning
Brandin D. Marlow
David W. Marquis
M. Todd Marsh
Duane K. Martin
Thomas P. Martin
Dianne F. Marx
Joseph P. Mattera
Craig T. Matthews
Ronald J. Maurer
Gerald L. McDonald
William J. McGraw, III
William Travis McIntyre
Christine McLaughlin
David M. McNamee

Jeffrey R. McQuiston
Jerry A. Meadows
William D. Meily
Eric A. Mertz
David P. Mesaros
Daniel R. Michel
Drew Joseph Mihalik
David R. Miles
Douglas R. Miley
Arvin S. Miller, III
Karen S. Miller
Roger Miller
Michael J. Millonig
Katherine A. Miltner
Nicole Mitchell
Michael P. Moloney
David H. Montgomery
William Montgomery
Ruth A. Moreland
Larry G. Moritz
Carla J. Morman
David R. Morse
Carolyn L. Mueller
Robert L. Mues
Michele A. Murphy
Christopher A. Murray
Michael K. Murry
Elaine Nailing
Nancy A. Nash
Jack L. Neuenschwander
David A. Neuhardt
Rebekah Neuherz
Victoria L. Nilles
Thomas R. Noland
Allen R. Norris
Wayne P. Novick
Joseph C. Oehlers
Thomas M. O’Diam
Joseph W. O’Neil
James N. Overholser
W. James Owen
Rebecca M. Owen
Beth Allen Owens
Gregory S. Page
Nikki J. Palmer

Lisa M. Parilo
Janice M. Paulus
Stacy Pavlatos
Shoshana Pehowic
Timothy G. Pepper
Richard P. Perna
Carol Perritt Lindstrom
Sam Petroff
Thomas M. Phillips
David L. Phipps
David P. Pierce
Pamela L. Pinchot
Kenneth R. Pohlman
John D. Poley
K. Lynn Posey
Wilfred L. Potter
Thomas J. Potts
Cara Powers
Jamey T. Pregon
Ronald S. Pretekin
Connie S. Price-Testerman
Roger Rader
Ronald I. Raether, Jr.
Thomas P. Randolph
Edward C. Redder
Greg Reichenbach
Andrew J. Reitz
Thomas J. Replogle
Walter Reynolds
Erin E. Rhinehart
Michael N. Rhinehart
David M. Rickert
Aaron J. Ried
H. Peter Rife
Joseph M. Rigot
B. Randall Roach
Nancy A. Roberson
Brian M. Roberts
Roberta S. Roberts
Shaun A. Roberts
Eugene Robinson
Joan H. Roddy
Thor G. Ronemus
J. Andrew Root
Jon M. Rosemeyer
Valerie Ann Roszman
Patricia Rousseau
Jamie Rowley
Marshall D. Ruchman
William Ruse
Ralph Russo
Marybeth W. Rutledge
Robin D. Ryan
Jessica S. Sachs
Adam V. Sadlowski
Lisa A. Sandner
Michael W. Sandner
Laura A. Sanom
Alan B. Schaeffer
Gary C. Schaengold
Robert N. Schlemmer
Matthew M. Schmidt
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Alfred W. Schneble, III
Jerome Schroeder
Kim Schroeder
Robert Schuck
Richard W. Schulte
Richard A. Schwartz
Donald G. Schweller
Donald K. Scott
Nancy M. Scranton
Steven C. Scudder
Jon M. Sebaly
Sue Seeberger
Jeffrey S. Senney
R. Anne Shale
Bonnie S. Shane
Charles F. Shane
Paul H. Shaneyfelt
Anne Shank Hilton
Edward L. Shank
Joel S. Shapiro
Jeffrey S. Sharkey
Meenu Sharma
Robert B. Shearer
Sara J. Sherick
Carl D. Sherrets
Beverly F. Shillito
Joe Simmons
Charles D. Shook
David A. Shough
David B. Shuffleton
Dennis K. Shumaker
Jeffrey M. Silverstein
Jeri J. Simmons
Angela M. Sinkovits
Chad Sizemore
Ralph A. Skilken, Jr.
Thomas E. Skilken
Curtis F. Slaton
Charles W. Slicer, III
Charles W. Slicer, Sr.
Lee A. Slone
Ruth A. Slone
Jeffrey D. Slyman
John A. Smalley
Bradley C. Smith
Edward M. Smith
J. MacAlpine Smith
Kelton Smith
Larry A. Smith
Nicholas M. Smith
Patrick K. Smith
Cozette Snead
Cheryl Wright Snyder
Daniel Snyder
R. Bruce Snyder
Robert N. Snyder
Eric Sommer
Mary K. C. Soter
Susan F. Souther
Bret Spaeth
Jonathon W. Spaulding
John H. Stachler

Joseph W. Stadnicar
Dana A. Stamps
Eric A. Stamps
Devon Stanley
Lu Ann Stanley
James Staton
Jean M. Steigerwald
David E. Stenson
Wayne P. Stephan
Andrew B. Stewart
Charles Stier
Bryan K. Stewart
Mark E. Stone
Andrew C. Storar
Erin Strausbaugh

Jeff Strausbaugh
Jennifer L. Stueve
Linda S. Stukey
Nicholas E. Subashi
Thomas P. Sullivan
Robert J. Surdyk
James E. Swaim
Richard Talda
Mary Ann Thinnes
James W. Thomas
James W. Thomas, Jr.
C. Richard Thompson
Christopher W. Thompson
Lester H. Thompson
Ira H. Thomsen
Cornelia E. Tinkler
Jeremy M. Tomb
Ronald Tompkins
Gretchen M. Treherne
Jason E. Treherne
Gregory Turner
Mark A. Tuss
Donna Tweel
Timothy N. Tye
Fred A. Ungerman, Jr.
Sean J. Vallone
Andrew Van Horn
Anthony VanNoy

Navay M. Vaughn
Noel W. Vaughn
Eric P. Voigt
Andrew T. Vollmar
Peter vonMeister
H. Charles Wagner
Jared A. Wagner
Katrina L. Wahl
Brian M. Wakefield
Christopher Walker
Geoffrey P. Walker
Hugh E. Wall, III
Stacy M. Wall
Richard H. Wallace
J. Joseph Walsh

Douglas Walter
E. James Wampler
Harold Wampler III
Sherry Wampler
Marc Warncke
Cheryl R. Washington
Stephen A. Watring
Debbie Watts
James K. Weaner
John W. Weaner
Dan D. Weiner
Heather D. Welbaum
Michael G. Weller
Robert Weltner
Ellen C. Weprin
James I. Weprin
R. Joseph Wessendarp
Elizabeth Ramsey West
William West
Cynthia L. Westwood
Thomas P. Whelley, II
Jeffrey Whitman
M. Lore Whitney
David Wickham
Gabriel D Wickline
David R. Wiechel
Merle F. Wilberding
Lucas W. Wilder

Brian L. Wildermuth
David P. Williamson
J. Allen Wilmes
John Winkeljohn
Reese Wineman
Paul J. Winterhalter
Jeffrey A. Winwood
Mary L. Wiseman
Reuben Wolk
Tamela Womack
Brian D. Wright
Kristi A. Wuebben
Stephanie M. Wykes
Edward C. Yim
Stanley J. Yoder
Margaret R. Young
Timothy Young
Steven E. Yuhas
David Yunghans
Anthony J. Zaharieff
Heather R. Zilka
Paul E. Zimmer
William R. Zimmerman, Jr.
Mark A. Zugelder
Philip A. Zukowsky
Jonathan S. Zweizig

Special Project Law Firms
Sebaly Shillito & Dyer –

Juvenile Court Pro Se
Instructional Clinics

Freund Freeze & Arnold –
Montgomery County  
Women’s Jail S.T.A.R.T. Project

Montgomery County Public
Defender’s Office –

Expungement Program

Large Firms with 100%
Participation
Bieser Greer & Landis
Faruki Ireland & Cox
Pickrel Schaeffer & Ebeling
Porter Wright Morris & Arthur

continued...



Access to Justice

The Access to Justice Awards events in Dayton 
and Toledo honor those individuals and organizations
who join us in our mission of providing access to justice
for all. Our honorees are evidence that individuals and 
organizations can make a difference in the lives of 
significant numbers of people. In addition, those who
sponsor these events help to ensure that ABLE, LAWO,
the Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyer’s Project and the
Toledo Bar Association Pro Bono Legal Services Program
are able to provide the critical services on which our
clients have come to depend.

2006 Miami Valley Access to Justice Awards
With the support of the Dayton Bar Association and the Dayton
Bar Association Foundation

Award Recipients
John C. Lombard – Lloyd O’Hara Public Interest Law Award
East End Community Services Corporation – 

Community Advocacy Award
Faruki Ireland & Cox PLL – Community Impact Award
Gary J. Weston – Distinguished Service Award

Gold Sponsors
Faruki Ireland & Cox, PLL
NEC Unified Solutions

Bronze Plus Sponsors
Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF)
Taft Stettinius & Hollister
Thompson Hine, LLP

Bronze Sponsors
Bieser Greer & Landis, LLP
Chernesky, Heyman & Kress, PLL
DP&L Company
Porter Wright Morris & Arthur, LLP
Premier Health Partners
Sebaly Shillito + Dyer
Joseph R. Tafelski and Jennifer Teschner
University of Dayton

Donor
LexisNexis
The Dayton Urban League

Supporter
Artemis Center for Alternatives to Domestic Violence
Richard P. Arthur, Attorney at Law
Branford Brown
CASA
Crew & Buchanan
Dayton Metropolitan Housing Authority
Aaron Durden
Honorable Barbara Gorman
Jones, Washington Co. LPA
Laurence A. Lasky, Attorney at Law
Honorable John Meagher

University of Dayton
School of Law Volunteer
Student Law Project
Lisa Worley – President
Melissa Gifford – 

Vice President
Courtney White – Treasurer
Jenna Harmount – Secretary
Richard Huff – 

1L Representative
Julie Reiter – VLP Liaison
Ashley Russell – 

Training Coordinator
Chris Moore – 

Special Projects Coordinator
Elizabeth Alberico
Adam Benson
Bruce Berst, Jr.
Heather Brune
Ben Carpenter
Angela Ceccarelli
Phil Cornelius
Daniel Craine
Adam Dale
Michelle Depping
Amanda DiOrio
Lindsey Donehue
Kyle Dvorak
Mark Evans
Matthew J. Fery
Kenneth Finley
Melissa Ford
Tom Fullerton
Elise Gallagher
Kyle Geiger
Melissa Gifford
Kevin Grady

Jenna Harmount
James Harned
Casie Hollis
Richard Huff
Sana Jilani
Shon Johnson
Connie Klayko
Deepak KulKarni
Kristi Lindner
Lauria Lynch-German
Jennifer Maco
Thu Mai
Ameer Mabjish
Meaghan McEwen
Erin Meyer
Benjamin Miller
Katie Minnott
Chris Moore
George Moore
Katherine O’Hearn
Erin Paul
Eric Penkal
Julie Reiter
Carrie Rowland
Nicole Rumba
Ashley Russell
Kelly Schroeder
Emily Sluk
Angela Stearns
Luke A. Steffel
Danielle Stewert
Michael Temporiti
Brandy Tolley
Amit Uttam
Melinda Warthman
Thomas Walz
Molly Weyrich
Courtney White
Kevin Wills
Timothy Wilson
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Preservation of housing subsidy

“Deidre” (not her real name) made ends meet

by driving a school bus. Deidre’s income 

varied depending on the time of year and

whether the local school district was in 

regular session. Deidre thought she had done

everything she was required to do to report

the seasonal changes in her income, but the

manager for Deidre’s subsidized apartment

claimed Deidre had not reported her income

changes on time and tried to evict her. An

attorney from LAWO proved that Deidre

remained eligible for the housing subsidy and

prevented the eviction.



continued...
2006 Miami Valley Access to Justice Awards

Police Athletic League (PAL)
Pickrel, Schaeffer and Ebeling
Planned Parenthood of Southwestern Ohio
Jan Rudd-Goenner
Think TV
Thurgood Marshall Law Association
Mary Ann Thinnes
Andrea Seielstad
United Way of Greater Dayton
Thomas P. Whelley II

Media Sponsor
WYSO 91.3

2006 Access to Justice Awards Steering Committee
Dianne Marx, Co-Chair
James Stahler, Co-Chair
Branford Brown
Laurie Pangle
David Ruffner 
Bill Wheeler

2006 Access to Justice Awards Selection Committee
Magistrate Anne Brumbaugh
Honorable Wilfrid Dues
Honorable Thomas Grady
Dannetta Graves
Carol Greenwald
Rev. Bob Jones
Helen Jones-Kelly
Linda Kramer
Heather Martin
Rev. Wayne Morrison
Honorable Walter Rice
Kathy Scarbrough
Annie Saunder
Arthur Sidell
Gloria Wolff

2006 Northwest Ohio Access to Justice Awards

Award Recipients
Cindy M. Voller – Public Interest Law Award
Shelly Papenfuse – Community Advocacy Award
William J. Bingle – Distinguished Service Award

Platinum Sponsors
E.J. Leizerman & Associates, LLC

Gold Sponsors
R. Jeffrey and Kathleen R. Bixler
NEC Unified Solutions, Inc.

Silver Sponsor
Mercy Health Partners

Bronze Plus Sponsors
Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio
Brooks Insurance Agency
Gilmore, Jasion & Mahler, LTD
Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation
Toledo Bar Association
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
David Ward

Bronze Sponsors
Adelante, Inc.
Arnold, Caruso, Green & Belazis, Ltd
The Blade
Catholic Diocese of Toledo/Catholic Charities
Connelly, Jackson & Collier, LLP 
Cooper & Walinski, LPA 
The Catholic Diocese of Toledo
Eastman & Smith, LTD
Fulton County Bar Association and Fulton County 

Law Library Association
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Malone, Ault & Farrell
Merrill Lynch
ProMedica Health System



Robison, Curphey & O’Connell
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP
Spengler Nathanson, P.L.L.
Joseph R.Tafelski and Jennifer Teschner
The Toledo Journal
Toledo Bar Association
The Trust Company of Toledo
University of Toledo College of Law
Wood County Bar Association

Donors
Brady, Coyle & Schmidt, L.L.P.
Economic Opportunity Planning Association 

of Greater Toledo (EOPA)
Enterprise Rent-a-Car
Fair Housing Center of Toledo
James A. Gibb
LaValley, LaValley, Todak, & Schaefer Co., L.P.A.
Law Enforcement Trust Fund, Julia R. Bates,

Prosecuting Attorney
Maloney McHugh & Kolodgy, Ltd
Martin E. Mohler, Shindler, Neff, Holmes, Schlageter 

& Mohler, L.L.P.
Murray & Murray Co. LPA
St. John’s Jesuit High School
Signature Bank

Supporters
Behavioral Health Alliance, Neighborhood Properties, Inc.,

and Rescue Mental Health Services
The Collaborative
Coy, Konieczny & Peppel
Findley Davies
First Merit Bank
Greater Toledo Urban League
KeyBank
Koder, Strauss & Vanderhorst, LLC
Libbey, Inc.
William G. Meyer
National City Bank
Notre Dame Academy
Plassman, Rupp, Short & Hagans
Richard Rupper, M.D. and Elizabeth Ruppert, M.D.
Seneca County Bar Association
St. Francis de Sales High School
St. Ursula Academy

Special Thanks
Cynthia Garcia-Feehan
Glenn and Cassarndra Galbreath
Office of Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur
Jennifer and Timothy Lanier
Rural Opportunities, Inc.
John Worchester

2006 Access to Justice Awards Steering Committee
Richard Malone, Chair
Ray Arce
Mark Barnes
Margaret Beck
Gretchen DeBacker

Paula Hicks Hudson
Brad Hubbell
Kathleen Kolodgy
James R. Knepp, III
Gregg Peppel
Joe Simpson
Steve Smith

2006 Access to Justice Awards Selection Committee
Honorable James Barber
Randall Dixon
Ellen Grachek
Richard Mitchell
Lisa Rice
Honorable Gene Zmuda



We can’t do it without you.

ABLE and LAWO’s client services are supported by public and
private funding. Below are the names of the funders and the
programs they support.

Area Agency on Aging, PSA 2
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Champaign, Clark, Darke,
Greene, Logan, Miami, Montgomery, Preble, and Shelby counties.

Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc.
Legal assistance to senior citizens in ten counties of LAWO’s
service area Ombudsman Program advocating for residents of
nursing homes, adult care facilities, and consumers receiving 
in-home care services.

Ohio District 5 Area Agency on Aging
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Crawford, Huron, Richland,
Seneca, and Wyandot Counties.

PSA 3 Area Agency on Aging
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Allen, Auglaize, Hancock,
Hardin, Putnam, Mercer, and Van Wert Counties.

City of Toledo Department of Neighborhoods
Federal Community Development Block Grant funds supporting
legal assistance in housing matters for low-income City of
Toledo residents.

Clark County Department of Job and Family Services
Clark County Predatory Lending Project for services to victims
and potential victims of predatory lending.

Clement O. Miniger Memorial Foundation
Support of the Americorps Homelessness Prevention and
Housing Opportunity Project in Lucas County.

County Corps
Legal education, outreach, and assistance to very low-income
families, elderly and disabled residents of Montgomery County
with housing issues.

Equal Justice Works
AmeriCorps Pro Bono Legal Corps Project to recruit and support
volunteer law students and attorneys

Findlay-Hancock County Community Foundation
Support of the AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and
Housing Opportunity Project in Hancock County.

Greene County Department of Job and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for county assistance.

Heartland Alliance for Human Needs and Human Rights
Immigrant Detention Project to provide legal rights presentations
and legal assistance to immigrants being detained in the
Seneca County Jail.

The Impact Fund
Litigation expenses for the Clients for the Responsible
Destruction of Chemical Weapons of the Miami Valley v.
Perma-Fix of Dayton environmental justice case.

Internal Revenue Service
Low Income Taxpayer Clinic to assist people with controversies
on federal income tax matters and educate taxpayers for who
English is a second language.

Improved Solutions for Urban Systems (ISUS)
Legal assistance to students at the ISUS Manufacturing 
High School in Dayton

Legal Services Corporation
Support of LAWO region-wide services

Lucas County Mental Health Board
Advocacy on behalf of consumers within the mental health 
system, including outreach visits to area mental health agencies
and community groups

Lucas County Department of Jobs and Family Service
Programs to remove legal barriers to employment and self-
sufficiency and to assist seniors and persons with disabilities.

Miami County Department of Job and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for county assistance.

Miami County Foundation
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) presentations in Miami County.

Montgomery County Human Services Levy
Legal assistance to frail elderly residents.

Montgomery County Department of Job 
and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for county assistance.

Ohio Coalition on the Education of Children 
with Disabilities
Community legal education events on the legal needs 
of children with disabilities

Ohio Community Service Council
AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and Housing Opportunity
Project to provide legal assistance and advocacy to low-income
clients and long-term care residents with legal problems related
to the ability to obtain or maintain safe, affordable housing.

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation
Support of ABLE and LAWO region-wide services, Legal Aid
Line, and the migrant farmworker program.

Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services
Legal assistance to victims of domestic violence in LAWO rural
counties.

Reynolds & Reynolds Associate Foundation
Support of the AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and
Housing Opportunity Project in Montgomery County.



Richland County Foundation
Support of the AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and
Housing Opportunity Project in Richland County.

St. Marguerite D’Youville Foundation
Medical-Legal Partnership for Children to provide legal assistance
at medical locations to low-income children and families with
legal problems affecting child health.

Sandusky Municipal Court
Support of legal assistance to Sandusky residents in housing
cases.

Social Security Administration
Benefits planning and information on Social Security Work
Incentives.

Stranahan Foundation
Support of the AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and
Housing Opportunity Project in Lucas County.

Toledo Community Foundation
Support of the Homelessness Prevention and Housing
Opportunity Project in Lucas County.

Toledo Municipal Court
Community Legal Assistance Services Program to provide legal
assistance on-site at the Toledo Municipal Court to individuals
with housing and consumer cases.

Turner Foundation
Support of the AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and
Housing Opportunity Project in Clark County and the Clark
County Predatory Lending Project for services to victims and
potential victims of predatory lending.

United States Department of Justice
President’s Family Justice Center Initiative Legal Assistance 
to Victims Project – legal assistance to victims of domestic 
violence and co-located services with shelters and victim 
assistance agencies.

United Way of Defiance County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Defiance County.

United Way of Fulton County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Fulton County

United Way of the Greater Dayton Area
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Montgomery,
Greene, and Preble Counties through programs that assist 
families, the disabled, and the elderly, and provide education on
legal rights and responsibilities to youth.

United Way of Greater Lima
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Allen County

United Way of Greater Toledo
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Lucas, Wood,
and Ottawa counties

United Way of Williams County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Williams County



Support & Revenue

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) ..................................$9,093,708

Legal Services Corporation (LSC) ..............................................$2,414,031

Other grants and contracts........................................................$3,313,947

Fundraising and special event .................................................... $529,774

Miscellaneous interest and other income ....................................$111,714

Total........................................................................................$15,463,174

Expenses and Other Expenditures

Compensation and benefits ......................................................$8,205,557

Contract services ......................................................................$1,501,329

Operating costs ........................................................................$1,441,110

Travel, Support, and Training ........................................................$509,736

Miscellaneous ................................................................................$82,596

Total Expenses ........................................................................$11,740,328

Establishment of Legal Aid Foundation of Western Ohio

– Net Investment ....................................................................$2,528,406

Purchase of Center for Equal Justice Building 

and related expenses ................................................................$750,000

Total Expenses and Other Expenditures ..................................$15,018,734
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Patricia (not her real name) was repeatedly

beaten by her husband. He beat her throughout

her pregnancy, resulting in her son being born

disabled. After leaving her husband, Patricia

met him in a public place where he grabbed

her cell phone headset, knocked her down,

and proceeded to stomp on her. In another 

incident her husband hit her head against a

wall repeatedly until she bled. Her oldest son

witnessed this incident. Patricia contacted an

LAWO attorney who helped her get a Civil

Protection Order and represented her in

divorce proceedings.



Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc.
Administrative Office
520 Madison Avenue, Suite 640
Toledo, OH 43604

419.724.0030
Fax 419.321.1582
Toll-free 1.877.894.4599
www.lawolaw.org
Offices in Dayton, Defiance, Fremont,
Lima, Mansfield, Sandusky,
Springfield, and Toledo, Ohio

2005-2006 ABLE and LAWO
Boards of Trustees
Laurie J. Pangle
President
Attorney-at-Law
Spengler Nathanson PLL
Toledo, Ohio

David J. Coyle – Vice President
Attorney-at-Law
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick
Toledo, Ohio

James Stahler – Vice-President
Clayton, Ohio

Paula Holt – Secretary
Toledo, Ohio

J. David Ruffner, II – Treasurer
Attorney-at-Law
Chernesky, Heyman & Kress, P.L.L.
Dayton, Ohio

William J. Bingle
Attorney-at-Law
Toledo, Ohio

Mary Anne Burns
Attorney-at-Law
Lucas County Board of Mental

Retardation
Toledo, Ohio

Raymond M. Donadio, Jr.
Attorney-at-Law
Donadio & Wagner LTD
Greenville, Ohio

Melissa Pepper Firestone*
Attorney-at-Law
Napoleon, Ohio

Hans C. Giga
Beavercreek, Ohio

John F. Hall
Attorney-at-Law
Fremont, Ohio

Terry Hart
Attorney-at-Law
Urbana, Ohio

Leola Haynes
Toledo, Ohio

Justice G. Johnson, Jr.
Attorney-at-Law
Marshall & Melhorn LLC
Toledo, Ohio

James Knepp, II
Attorney-at-Law
Robison, Curphey & O’Connell
Toledo, Ohio

John Kostyo
Attorney-at-Law
Findlay, Ohio

Pat McGlothlin
Port Clinton, Ohio

James L. Murray
Attorney-at-Law
Murray & Murray Co., LPA
Sandusky, Ohio 

Amie Deann Pelfry
Dayton, Ohio

Patricia Rousseau
Attorney-at-Law
Public Defenders Office
Dayton, Ohio

Clayton Rusch
Toledo, Ohio

Oretta Smith
Port Clinton, Ohio

Patty Spencer*
Sidney, Ohio

David Ward (Emeritus)
Attorney-at-Law/Mediator
Presque Isle, Michigan 

Kathryn Watson
Toledo, Ohio

Rebecca West-Estell
Attorney-at-Law
Toledo, Ohio

Anthony VanNoy
Wright & VanNoy LPA Inc.
Dayton, Ohio

Mary Wiseman
Attorney-at-Law
Coolidge Wall Womsley 

& Lombard Co. LPA
Dayton, Ohio

* Served in 2006 only.

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc.
Administrative Office
520 Madison Avenue, Suite 740
Toledo, OH 43604

419.255.0814
Fax 419.259.2880
Toll-free 1.800.837.0814
www.ablelaw.org
Offices in Dayton and Toledo, Ohio

Together, we do the community justice.
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