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From the president…

My time as president of the ABLE and LAWO boards of trustees has been both challenging and rewarding. I have
watched our law firms grow tremendously. The boards and staffs of LAWO and ABLE have embraced change in ways
that have altered the face of legal aid across the region. I offer great thanks to all who have contributed so generously
to supporting our mission of helping low-income residents of northwest and west central Ohio achieve self-reliance,
and equal justice and economic opportunity.

In 2005, LAWO and ABLE, the sole providers of comprehensive civil legal services in northwest and west central Ohio,
continued to expand and strengthen their commitment to equal access to justice for all. As many of you know, the
high cost of private legal representation puts legal help out of reach of low-income families and individuals when
they face critical legal issues.

ABLE and LAWO advocates, along with the many other professionals it takes to run a successful law firm, possess a
vibrant sense of public values and purpose. Working together with an established network of locally-based organizations
and support centers, ABLE and LAWO are able to serve the civil legal needs of thousands of low-income people in 
32 counties of western Ohio.

I am thankful for the opportunity to have been in a leadership role at a critical time in the growth and expansion of
these fine law firms, and to remain on the boards of trustees of LAWO and ABLE. I take great pride in the high quality
work provided by the staff in order to ensure equal access to justice for those who have no place else to turn. I am
also very appreciative of the financial support of our funders and donors. Your trust in our ability to provide high 
quality legal work has paid off for the people who matter to us most – low income people seeking equal justice.

We appreciate your support, your trust, and your partnership.

William J. Bingle
President
2005 ABLE and LAWO Boards of Trustees



Honoring our supporters

A recent study released by the Legal Services Corporation determined that for every client served by legal aid, at
least one person who sought help was turned away because of insufficient resources. In addition, only a very small
percentage of the legal problems experienced by low-income people are addressed with the assistance of either a
private attorney (pro bono or paid) or a legal aid lawyer. These facts are the reason your support is so vital to our 
programs and to the communities we serve. Your support is critical if we are to continue to respond effectively to the
ongoing demand for legal services.

We support legal aid because we believe it is our responsibility as attorneys to assist with the work and mission of
securing access to justice for all. The combined mission of ABLE and LAWO is to improve the lives of low-income
people in western Ohio by helping them obtain and maintain the basic necessities of life – housing, food, income,
physical safety, and health care. Your support of the Campaigns for Equal Justice underscores both your understanding
of these important services to the community and your generosity of spirit.

We hope you will take great pride in being listed as one of those who financially support the efforts of legal aid.
This public support of the work of legal services programs means so much to our boards of trustees, our staffs,
and our clients. We believe that only by working together can we truly do the community justice.

Thank you.

Gary J. Leppla, Chair
David S. Peterson, Greene County Chair
Roger Bloomfield, Clark County Chair
2005 Campaign for Equal Justice
Miami Valley

James E. Brazeau, Co-chair
H. Buswell Roberts, Jr., Co-chair
2005 Campaign for Equal Justice
Northwest Ohio



“Legal Aid is important, obviously to the 

persons who receive the benefit of the 

representation by Legal Aid lawyers,

because it gives them access to the legal

system, which everyone must have in our

country. It's important not just to the clients,

and to the lawyers who work in Legal Aid,

but to all of us in our society, because we

live by the rule of law, it means that 

everyone is bound by the same rules.

We sometimes lose sight of the fact that

Legal Aid representation is important to us

as a society, not just to those who receive

the representation.”

Chief Justice Thomas Moyer
Ohio Supreme Court



Together, we do the community justice.

In 2005, LAWO and ABLE advocates closed more than
17,000 cases. Our advocates help families escape
domestic violence, avoid homelessness, obtain needed
public benefits or mental health care, access basic 
support services, and resolve many other problems that
threaten the well-being of families and their children.

Our mission is to help improve the lives of low-income
people in northwest and west central Ohio by helping
them obtain and maintain the basic necessities of life –
housing, safety, health care, and food – in addition to
enhancing family stability and security. We do this by
working to resolve a full range of legal problems, including
domestic violence, immigration, civil rights, employment,
consumer, family issues, housing, and public benefits
matters, as well as environmental protection work.

We provide a diverse range of services to the community’s
underprivileged and low-income members. Our law firms
employ a team of highly committed, experienced attorneys,
paralegals, and support personnel. We maintain a strong
record of partnering with other non-profit organizations
and public service agencies that share our mission.

Our work benefits children, seniors, persons with 
disabilities, survivors of domestic violence, immigrants,
uninsured families and individuals, families facing 
eviction, persons moving from welfare to work, homeless
children and families, persons with mental illness,
residents of nursing homes, and migrant farmworkers.
Most often, poverty, language and cultural barriers, low
education levels, or limited access to social services are
issues our clients are living with on a daily basis.

In addition to providing legal assistance for individual
clients, we represent groups of clients with common
legal problems when it is the most efficient and cost-
effective way to resolve these problems. We conduct
community legal education and trainings, including 
providing pro se materials and guidance for those not
facing emergency situations – as well as providing 
advocacy and assistance on a number of systemic
issues affecting our client communities, all of which 
benefit many thousands of poor people.

Legal Aid Line of Western Ohio

In 2005, most of our clients applied for assistance
through Legal Aid Line, a telephone and web-based
intake and brief service system created to provide more
people with streamlined access to legal services.

Legal Aid Line can be accessed 24-hours a day, seven
days per week from any telephone or public computer, a
social worker’s office, or from a home-based personal
computer through the internet at www.legalaidline.org.
This state-of-the-art system serves as a critical point of
access for clients who need free legal help, including
advice, brief legal service, and, where applicable, a
referral for further representation. In 2005, Legal Aid Line
received 27,679 requests for assistance, of which 7,376
were from Lucas County; 7,199 were from Montgomery
County; and 13,104 were from our rural counties.

“I think people who work here are

committed and dedicated to the

kinds of services that we provide

and they feel good everyday

knowing that they're providing

those services to people. We have

a saying here that we're a life line,

so the fact that we're throwing

out that life line is just something

that makes us feel good about

what we do.”

Cynthia Elliot
Managing Attorney 

Legal Aid Line of Western Ohio



“My landlord was doing a lot of little things

that I felt he shouldn’t do…but, I thought he

had some authority over me…”

Ele and her three young sons rented a home in Toledo after moving to Ohio from
Vermont. She turned to legal aid for help when her landlord started eviction 
proceedings against her. The eviction notice came shortly after Ele approached the
housing authority with her suspicions that the landlord overcharged her for rent and
was refusing to make repairs in the home. The attorney’s assistance made Ele aware
of her rights as a tenant – and awarded her the time she needed to find a new home.

“The hardest part was having my sons know

what was going on – they were worried that

they would have to leave school and that we

might be homeless. My lawyer, Mary Ellen,

assured me that it was going to be okay.

She was not just a lawyer representing a

client, she’s my friend and she’s my rock.

…at that time, and even now, she’s my Rock

of Gibraltar.”

Ele
Lucas County



• LAWO Dayton received a grant from the Montgomery
County Human Services Levy specifically for frail
seniors who cannot afford private legal counsel and
who are in urgent need of legal services related to
safety, access to medical care/medications, or shelter.

• The Defiance office of LAWO continued to work with
community leaders to establish a Family Justice
Center in a six-county area surrounding Defiance.
In 2004, $1.3 million in funding from the U.S.
Department of Justice was provided to establish the
center in order to provide comprehensive and 
coordinated services to individuals and families 
experiencing domestic violence.

• Dayton AmeriCorps and housing attorneys established
a presence within the homeless community by 
conducting outreach and intake at local homeless
shelters.

• LAWO Toledo provided a series of Pro Se Divorce
Clinics for Wood County residents.

• With the establishment of a volunteer coordinator in
2005, ABLE’s Nursing Home Advocacy Volunteer 
program has grown substantially. Thirty-two volun-
teers provided 1,022 hours of service.

• The AmeriCorps Pro Bono Legal Corps Project had a
record year in recruitment of volunteer law students
and attorneys. Pro bono recruitment in rural counties
increased greatly, with several counties now having
referral procedures in place and accepting cases.
In addition, Continuing Legal Education events were
held in Shelby, Richland, Miami and Allen counties.
All were successful in increasing attorney participation
in Pro Bono representation.

• ABLE received a grant from the Midwest Immigrant
and Human Rights Center to establish an immigrant
detention project that provides legal rights 
presentations and legal assistance to immigrants
being detained in area jails.

• Completed comprehensive strategic planning
process and established a Board-Staff Planning
Committee to oversee implementation.

• Placed a computer for client use in each rural office.

• Purchased new call-back software for Legal Aid Line
that enables applicants to be automatically called
back rather than remain on hold.

• Completed the first year of an Ohio Community
Service Council, AmeriCorps Homelessness
Prevention and Housing Opportunity Project.
Currently, 18 AmeriCorps attorneys and advocates
provide legal information, education, and general
assistance to low-income residents and the homeless
in an effort to help them acquire affordable housing.

• Completed Phase II of ClientsWIN, a web-based
intake system that was created to provide 
24 hour online access to clients.

ABLE and LAWO
2005 Significant Accomplishments

• Established an LAWO office in Mansfield, Ohio to 
provide legal services to Ashland, Crawford, and
Richland county residents.

• Worked with the Toledo Municipal Court Judges and
City Council members to implement a $10 increase
to civil filing fees in Toledo Municipal Court to fund
the hiring of two attorneys to handle housing and
consumer law cases. The Civil Legal Assistance
Services (CLAS) Project office is located directly in
the Toledo Municipal Court.

• The LAWO Dayton office expanded its service with
the creation of a senior law team. This team is 
working on Juvenile and Domestic Relations custody
cases that involve grandparents or other Kinship
Care providers who are age 60 or older.

• ABLE received its third Internal Revenue Service
grant to operate a Low Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC),
helping the working poor to resolve tax controversies
with the IRS and to provide tax information to workers
for whom English is a second language.

• LAWO Toledo was awarded a short term community
based Prevention, Retention, and Contingency (PRC)
contract by the Lucas County Department of Job and
Family Services. The $55,888 contract allowed LAWO
advocates to provide outreach, legal needs assessment,
and legal aid services to low-income families on-site
in the DJFS offices.



“The most rewarding part of my job is being

able to help my clients in resolving their

problems. Being their voice in court. For

instance, with a divorce or a domestic 

violence client, freeing them from their

spouse, who has been abusing them for

years. In eviction cases, being able to help

clients retain their subsidized housing, when

the landlord is being unfair. In conditions

problems in housing cases, where the 

conditions are bad, helping them get what

they deserve.”

Kaser Bhatti
Attorney – LAWO



2005 Campaign 
for Equal Justice
Northwest Ohio

Committee Co-chairs
James E. Brazeau
H. Buswell Roberts

Leadership Committee
David Arnold
John J. Benavides
Kyle Alison Cubbon
Susan Martyn
Lee Pizzimenti
Joseph A. Stancati
Marsha Manahan
Ron Cooperman
Paul E. Accettola  
William F. Bates 
William J. Bingle 
Thomas S. Douglas  
Samuel Z. Kaplan
Richard M. Kerger 
Richard R. Malone 
Sarah Ann McHugh 
Laurie J. Pangle 
John Schlageter, Jr.
Sheldon Slaybod 
Brian R. Williams 
David J. Coyle 
Janis E. Susalla Foley
Janet E. Hales 
James H. Irmen 
Michael F. Jilek Sr.
Stuart J. Goldberg
John F. Kostyo 
Richard S. MacMillan 
Steven R. Smith 
Robert V. Sterling 
Barbara J. Stutz 
David P. Rupp, Jr.

2005 Phonathon
Volunteers 
Northwest Ohio

Committee Co-chairs
William J. Bingle
Janis E. Susalla Foley
Catherine H. Killam
H. Buswell Roberts

Roman Arce      
W. David Arnold 
Corry Baker 
Paul Belazis 
John Benavides 
Jackie Boney
Paul Bonfiglio 
Thomas Douglas 
Claudia Ford 
Paula Holt 
Jim Jeffery  
James Irmen 
Linda Jones
James Knepp 
John Kostyo 
Drew Masse
Mary Mitchell 
Dan Nathan 
Laurie Pangle 
James Perlman
Joanne Rubin 
Mary Sawers 
John Schlageter II 
Joseph Simpson 
Janelle Schaller 
Stephen Schaefer 
Debbie Tassie

Sustaining Gifts
($2,000 and above)
R. Jeffrey Bixler
Cooper &  Walinski, LPA
Robison, Curphey 

& O’Connell
Shumaker, Loop 

& Kendrick, LLP
David A. Ward
Thomas L. Young

Benefactors
($1,000-$1,999)
Bunda, Stutz & DeWitt, PLL
Connelly, Jackson 

& Collier LLP
Dana Law Department
Marshall & Melhorn
John J. McHugh III
Weber & Sterling, LLC

Advocates
($500-$999)
William J. Bingle
Jacqueline M. Boney
Fritz Byers
Reginald S. Jackson Jr.
Mishelle Jagodzinski
Catherine H. Killam
John F. Kostyo
Margaret J. Lockhart 

& William Balzer
Malone, Ault & Farell
Susan R. Martyn
Martin E. Mohler
Susan Hartman Muska
Beverly Nathan
James O’Doherty 

& Mechelle Zarou
Thomas W. Palmer
Jerome Phillips
Lee Ann Pizzimenti
H. Buswell Roberts Jr.
John J. Siciliano
John P. Stockwell
Joseph R. Tafelski

Hon. Thomas J. Tucker
Watkins, Bates & Carey
Williams, Jilek, Lafferty,
Gallagher & Scott Co., LPA

Sponsors
($300-$499)
James E. Brazeau
Carol A. Contrada
Ronald M. Cooperman
Janis E. Susalla Foley
Jack Fynes
John F. Hall
John F. Hayward
Sandra M. Hylant
Allen W. Inks
Justice G. Johnson Jr.
C. J. Keller Smith
Daniel J. Maloney
Beverly J. McBride
Kevin C. Mulder
Carter P. Neff
Plassman, Rupp, Short 

& Hagans
Christine A. Reardon
Bruce L. Smith
Keith A. Wilkowski

Donors
(100-$299)
Hon. Charles D. Abood
Paul E. Accettola
James S. Adray
Stephen F. Ahern
Joseph J. Allotta
Roman Arce
Mag. Vernelis K.
Armstrong
W. David Arnold 

& Patricia Robb
Arnold, Caruso, Green 

& Belazis in honor of 
R. Michael Frank

Jean E. Atkin
C. Philip Baither III

Barber, Kaper, Stamm 
& Robinson

William I. Barkan
Mark S. Barnes
Barry & Feit
Paul T. Belazis 

& Judy Didion
John J. Benavides
Thomas C. Blank
Samuel G. Bolotin
Michael A. Bonfiglio
William J. Brennan
William J. Brenner
David A. Bryan
Mary Anne Burns
John J. Callahan
V. Robert Candiello
Hon. James G. Carr
James D. Caruso
Phillip J. Closius
Steven P. Collier
Cary Rodman Cooper
C. Craig Covrett
David J. Coyle
Kyle Alison Cubbon
Stuart Cubbon
Richard P. Cuneo
John Czarnecki
Stephen M. Dane
Gabrielle Davis
Jennifer J. Dawson
Scott G. Deller
Alan B. Dills
Randall C. Dixon
John Donovan
Michael D. Dorf
Thomas S. Douglas
James H. Ellis III
Richard L. Emery
William G. Fischer
Vivian C. Folk
R. Michael Frank
Paul D. Frankel
Craig F. Frederickson
Lynn L. Fruth

Thomas R. Furey
Thomas W. Gallagher
Gallagher, Stelzer 

& Yosick, Ltd.
Thomas M. George
Hon. George M. Glasser
Martin E. Goff
Gooding & Winzeler, Ltd.
William H. Gosline
Arnold N. Gottlieb
Eileen M. Granata
Merritt W. Green III
R. Kevin Greenfield
Joseph A. Gregg
George Gusses
Yolanda D. Gwinn
Janet E. Hales
Elizabeth J. Hall
Scott E. Hamner
David A. Harris
Richard C. Hasbrook
Reed Hauptman
Nicholas W. Hetzer
Thedford I. Hitaffer
Vaughn A. Hoblet
Martin J. Holmes Jr.
Martin J. Holmes Sr.
Catherine G. Hoolahan
Robert & Peggy Hopperton
James H. Irmen
Frank D. Jacobs
Marvin K. Jacobs
Michael F. Jilek Sr.
Linda A. Jones
Robert Z. Kaplan
Samuel Z. Kaplan
Thomas A. Karol
Hon. David A. Katz
Richard M. Kerger
Donna & Lawrence Kiroff
James & Heidi Klein
James R. Knepp II
Richard W. Koehn
Robert A. Koenig
Kolb & Zigray
Alan S. Konop



“I remember how scared I was. I would say

to my attorney, ‘When he gets the papers,

I don’t know what I’m going to do. What if he

gets mad? What if…what if he blows?’”

Stacy and her infant son were in a volatile situation. This young mother was dealing
with an unstable marriage and mounting bills. Feeling isolated, Stacy turned to a 
family member who directed her to LAWO. There she found several allies. Legal aid
attorneys provided the free legal assistance Stacy needed to file for bankruptcy,
divorce her abusive husband, and gain custody of her child.

“When I went to see these attorneys, I had

been going through it alone and hoping

somebody would hold my hand. They did,

and I’m fine. I’m better for it. I’m a better

mother, and I’m a better person for what 

I’ve done.”

Stacy
Lucas County
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“Legal aid makes justice tangible. We Pledge

Allegiance to the Flag, and we end with 

‘justice for all.’ But legal aid assures that

there will be justice for all. It’s fundamental

to our American way of life.”

Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur
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“It's very satisfying to be able to

help a community group solve

their problems. It's particularly 

satisfying when you see the 

community come together to solve

a problem, learn a lot, and feel

stronger and more capable when

you are finished working with

them. That's really satisfying,

because you know that they're

going to be able to go on and

address other issues in the future

and contribute to making the 

overall community a much better

place to live.”

Ellis Jacobs
Attorney – ABLE



“I was not aware that legal aid would handle

a benefits case… I was made to feel that it

was my responsibility to find out why the state

was not paying my Medicare premiums.”

While on full disability, Kenneth became eligible to receive state assistance with
monthly Medicare premiums. Although he had been accepted into the program in
1999, he continued to pay the cost of his Medicare coverage six years later, as he
waited for the aid to begin. Growing more and more discouraged, his community 
support specialist directed Kenneth to legal aid for help. In less than one year, a 
benefits specialist represented Kenneth at a hearing, where he was awarded a full 
settlement for premiums dating back to 1999. The funds allowed Kenneth to pay off
balances on several credit cards and a significant portion of child support he owed.

“Legal aid fights for people like me. They

don’t treat you like a second-class citizen.

They treat you fairly.”

Kenneth
Montgomery County
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“I was on public benefits, and my life wasn’t

together. I wanted to go back to work, but I

needed advice. A counselor said I should call

legal aid for help.”

Natasha was supporting herself with public benefits. Depression set in as she 
struggled with the idea of securing a job that would permit her to get off public 
assistance – and possibly losing her assistance altogether. A mental health counselor
encouraged Natasha to call LAWO to speak to an advocate. The advocate explained
the benefits of returning to work and the impact Social Security and disability benefits,
such as getting reimbursed for child care expenses. Today, Natasha works with 
nursing home and hospital patients as she pursues becoming a nurse aide. She has a
new outlook on the future.

“I have a positive attitude now…legal aid has

made a big difference in my life.”

Natasha
Shelby County



Volunteers 
Without question, volunteers
have a positive impact on
the lives of those in need
of civil legal assistance.
Through contributions of
time and talent as attorneys,
legal interns, paralegals,
and in other professional
service areas, the following
individuals have generously
assisted ABLE and LAWO
in their mission of providing
equal access to justice for all.

LAWO Volunteers
Robert Bassett
John Clayton Brett
Michael Bruffey
Cristina Buffington
Kelley Dellinger
Jessie Dumond
Jessica Keigley
Thomas Kerr
Patrick Merris
Christopher Owens
Elinor Parish
Tracy Phelps
Elizabeth Primm
Elizabeth Reamer
Catherine Sadowski
Binafar Syed

ABLE Volunteers
Annelise Araujo
Danny Brown
Anna Falkowitz
Evelyn Feiger
Jennifer George
Thomas George
Gary Lim
Andrew Neuhauser
Mayra V. Rodriguez
Joseph M. Stancati
Alexis Zouhary

Volunteer Ombudsman
Kathy Amon
Dorothea Barker
Ellen Bradley
Danny Brown
Rebecca Coffey
Janaline Darrington
Rita Davis
Wendy DeBord
Maralee Demorest
Janet Desmond
Karen Diaz
Pauline Dinkins
Brenda Downour
Doris Fauble
Robert Gallagher
Rebecca Henderly
Sandie Heyneman 
Sheri Luedtke
Helen Martaus
Lennox Mitchell
Sharon Musch
Regina Patrick
Sue Potter
Carole Ragan
Dollie Smith
Linda Snare
Sandi Sparks
John Stevenson
Jennifer Wagner
Jerry Wertz
Don Williams 
Char Windsor

2005 Access to Justice
Awards Dinner
The annual Access to
Justice Awards Dinner
recognizes individuals,
law firms, and 
organizations for their
extraordinary service in
the public interest. All
event proceeds benefit
ABLE, LAWO, and the
Toledo Bar Associations
Pro Bono Legal Services
Program, enabling their
efforts to provide much
needed legal services for
the poor.
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E.J. Leizerman
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R. Jeffrey 
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David Ward

Bronze Plus
Area Office on Aging of
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Joe Tafelski 
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Ohio Legal Assistance

Foundation
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

Bronze
Arnold & Caruso, Ltd 
Joe I. Cooper Florist
Connelly, Jackson 

& Collier, LLP 
Cooper & Walinski, LPA 
Eastman & Smith, Ltd 
Fulton County Bar

Association and Fulton
County Law Library

Association
Gallon & Takacs Co., L.P.A.
Malone, Ault & Farrell
Merrill Lynch
Robison, Curphey 

& O’Connell
Shumaker, Loop 

& Kendrick, LLP
Spengler Nathanson, P.L.L.
The Toledo Journal
Toledo Bar Association
The Trust Company 

of  Toledo
University of Toledo
College of Law
Wood County Bar Association

Donors
Adelante, Inc.
Economic Opportunity
Planning Association 

of Greater Toledo (EOPA)
Farm Labor Organizing
Committee (FLOC)
Fair Housing Center 

of Toledo
Fifth Third Bank
Fuller & Henry, Ltd
Henry County Bar

Association

Huntington Bank
LaValley, LaValley, Todak,

& Schaefer Co., L.P.A.
Law Enforcement Trust
Fund, Julia R. Bates,
Prosecuting Attorney
St. Francis de Sales 

High School

Supporters
Harris Health Trends, Inc.
KeyBank
LexisNexis
Maloney, McHugh 

& Kolodgy
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Plassman, Rupp,
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Seneca County Bar

Association
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Williams, Jilek, Lafferty,

Gallagher & Scott

Special Thanks
Thurgood Marshall 

Law Association
Rural Opportunities, Inc.
Firelilly Chocolates

Public Interest Law
Award Recipients
Randy Dixon 

and John Blaufuss
Jack Gallon

Previous Community
Advocacy Award
Recipient
Lucas County Court
Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA)

2005 Access to Justice
Awards Steering
Committee
Richard Malone, Chair
Ray Arce
Margaret Beck
Gretchen DeBacker
Brad Hubbell
Kathleen Kolodgy
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
James R. Knepp, III
Gregg Peppel
Peggy Mattimoe Sturgeon

2005 Access to Justice
Awards Selection
Committee
Hon. Denise McColley
Rev. Larry C. Clark
Cary R. Cooper
Claudia Ford
Richard A. Mitchell



“The value of legal aid programs to this or to

any community is to provide access to our

system of justice — for everyone, not just

those who can afford access. By providing

open access to our system, for all persons

regardless of their economic or social status

in life, we guarantee a respect for the law on

the part of all of our citizens, and therefore

the rule of law will always prevail.”

Judge Walter H. Rice
U. S. District Court, Southern District of Ohio



Pro Bono Attorneys
Pro Bono legal work
directly advances the 
principle of ‘justice for all.’
In 2005, the following
attorneys willingly and
graciously gave their time
and expertise to northwest
and west central Ohio 
residents who could not
otherwise afford legal 
representation in civil
cases. ABLE and LAWO
commend these women
and men who give back 
to our communities so
generously.

Herbert Adams
Karen Adams
Deborah Adler
Joseph Albrechta
William Alge
Charles Allbery
Jeffrey Amick
Alan Anderson
Candace Anderson
Barbara Ansted
Stephen Archer
James Armstrong
Matthew Arntz
Kevin Attkisson
Matthew Austin
Stephen Axtell
Evelyn Bachman
Thomas Baggott
Dennis Bailey
Erin Bair
John Baird
Lynette Ballato
Joseph Balmer
E. Charles Bates
Ralph Bauer
Patti Baumgartner-Novak
Jane Beach

Scott Beals
Phillip Beard
Jonathon Beck
Tiffany Beckman
David Beitzel
Paul Belazis
Frank Benham
Frank Bennett
John Bennett
Daniel Bensman
Elaine Bernstein
Thomas Berry
Stephen Betts
Martin Beyer
Alan Biegel
Irvin Bieser
R Blackburn
Kara Blake
Rodney Blake
L. Michael Bly
John Bodin
Jerome Bohman
Michael Boller
Michael Booher
James Borland
Michael Botros
Richard Boucher
Kevin Braig
Dwight Brannon
Paul Branson
Randall Breaden
Donald Brezine
James Brimley
Daniel Brinkman
C. Wesley Bristley
Garth Brown
Jacqueline Brown
Jennifer Brown
Lisa Bruder
Matthew Bruder
Suzanne Brumbaugh
Joseph Buchanan
Michael Buckwalter
Michael Burdge
Ronald Burdge

Lawrence Burick
Robert Burke
Chad Burton
Melinda Burton
Jim Butler
John Butz
Allen Cabral
The Hon. Anthony Capizzi
James Caplinger
Richard Carr, Jr.
Jack Carter
Sarah Carter
Mary Beth Caudill
Brad Chalker
John Chambers
Susan Chema
James Childress
James Chrisman
Richard Ciambrone
Christopher Clark
Jan Clark
Kristi Clark
William Clark
Nathan Clinard
J. Timothy Cline, Jr.
John Clough
Thomas Cochran
Betty Coggin
Daniel Collette
Brooks Compton
Christopher Conard
W. Michael Conway
Scott Coon
Janet Cooper
Brent Copeland
John Cotner
Christopher Cowan
Carl Cramer
Brent Crane
Nicholas Cron
Thomas Croskey
F. Anne Crossman
Robroy Crow
Roger Culbert
Robert Curry

Partners in Equal Access to Justice

Legal aid has maintained long standing partnerships with pro bono legal services 
programs, including the Western Ohio Volunteer Lawyer’s Project (VLP) and the Toledo
Bar Association Pro Bono Legal Services Program. Both programs provide opportunities
for attorneys to volunteer their services to low-income people.

In addition to providing direct services on cases, volunteer lawyers also participate in
outreach programs, make community education presentations, and co-counsel cases
with other volunteers and staff attorneys. Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO) 
provides $66,000 to the Toledo Bar Association for the Pro Bono Legal Services
Program and $110,992 to the Western Ohio Volunteer Lawyers Project. ABLE and
LAWO also collaborate with these two programs on fundraising programs, community
legal education programs, and volunteer lawyer recruitment.

One of the most important benefits of doing pro bono work is the direct contribution to
the principle of justice for all. Last year, the following legal professionals in northwest
and west central Ohio willingly and graciously gave their time and expertise to those
who could not otherwise afford an attorney. ABLE and LAWO applaud these men and
women who gave back to the community so generously.

Together, we do the community justice.



Jonathan Hollingsworth
Robert Hollister
Carol Holm
Thomas Holton
Laura Hornish-Schlosser
Cinamon Houston
Douglas Hrenko
Stephen Hubbard
John Huber
Rex Huffman
Carroll Hunt
Deborah Hunt
Nathan Hunt
Matthew Hutchinson
Henry Hyde III
Ken Ignozzi
Asmina Ikramuddin
Thomas Intili
David Jablinski
James Jackson
Gary Jacobs
James Jacobson
Matthew Jewson
Jerry Johnson
Lindsay Johnson
Robert Johnston
Taylor Jones, Jr.
John Juergens
Tabitha Justice
Dorothy Kantosky
Richard Kaplan
Alan Kappers
Keith Kearney
Ronald Keener
Ralph Keister
James Kelleher
Michael Kelly
Thomas Kendo, Jr.
David Kennett
Grant Kerber
Philip Kessler
Robb Kestner
Charles Kidwell, Jr.
Eli Kiefaber
Scott King
James Kirkland

Lori Kirkwood
John Kissh
Stephen Klein
William Knapp
Christopher Knight
Thomas Knoth
Chad Kohler
John Kolberg
Stephen Korhn
Thomas Kraemer
Leo Krebs
Kenneth Krochmal
Michael Krumholtz
Patricia Kurt
Robert Lancaster
David Landon
David Larson
Laurence Lasky
Kenneth Lather
John Lawrence
Lisa Lay
David Layman
Michael Ledbetter
Anthony Lehman
Andrew LeMar
Cynthia Lennon
Kathleen Lenski
Gary Leppla
Scott Liberman
Greg Lind
Thomas Liptock
James Livingston
Ronald Logan
John Lombard
Jose Lopez
Heather Loridas
George Lovett
Kermit Lowery
Roger Luring
Tony Lush
Jane Lynch
Melanie Mackin
Thomas Mackin
Crofford Macklin
Mark Maier
Martin Malloy

Frank Malocu
Barry Mancz
Douglas Mann
Nikolas Mann
Thomas Manning
Joshua Marcum
Ed Marks
Brandin Marlow
David Marquis
M Marsh
K. Martin
Dianne Marx
Joseph Mattera
Craig Matthews
Ronald Maurer
Gerald McDonald
William McGraw
Stephen McHugh
Wm. McIntyre
Christine McLaughlin
David McNamee
Jeffrey McQuiston
Jerry Meadows
William Meily
Eric Mertz
David Mesaros
Daniel Michel
David Miles
Douglas Miley
Karen Miller
Roger Miller
Michael Millonig
Katherine Miltner
Shirley Minella
Sheila Minnich
John Mohr
Michael Moloney
David Montgomery
William Montgomery
Ruth Moreland
Carla Morman
David Morse
Robert Mues
Michele Murphy
Christopher Murray
Michael Murry

Harold Farquhar
Harry Faulkner
Robert Feighner
Joseph Feller
Mary Kay Felton
Mark Feuer
Peter Field
John Filkins
John Fischer
Dennis Fitzgerald
Sanford Flack
James Fleisher
Canice Fogarty
Angela Foraker
Mark Foster
James Fox
Anne Frayne
Keith Fricker
Gary Froelich
Alan Gabel
Robert Gaberman
Suzanne Gagle
Gregory Gantt
Phillip Garbig
John Garmhausen
Carmine Garofalo
Barbara Garrison
Michelle Gearhardt
Woody Gearheart
Diane Gentile
Caroline Gentry
Daniel Getty
Douglas Geyer
Lance Gildner
John Goldenetz
Andrew Gottman
Nicholas Gounaris
Dalma Grandjean
Thomas Green
Carol Greenwald
James Greer
Douglas Gregg
David Grieshop
James Griffin
Drew Griffith
Ed Grinvalds

Charles Grove III
Jonas Gruenberg
Jim Gudgel
Vanessa Guenther
Dennis Gump
Gerald Gunnoe
Robert Gurry
Michael Gutmann
Christine Haaker
Vaseem Hadi
Philip Haffenden
Roger Hafford
Steven Hales
John Hall
James Hammer
Richard Hammond
Drew Hanna
Harold Hanna
Diane Hanson
Donald Harker
Sean Harmon
Justin Harris
James Hart
John Hart
Tami Hart
Randal Harvey
Bridget Hawkins
Margaret Hayes
Richard Hedrick
James Hemenway
Lawrence Henke
Elizabeth Henley
Kelly Henrici
Mark Henry
Douglas Herdman
Charles Herman
Michael Herr
Douglas Hess
Ralph Heyman
Greg Hickman
John Hilgeman
Jennifer Hill
Jerome Hock
Victor Hodge
Glen Hoffman
Louis Hoffman

Pro Bono Attorneys
continued...

David Cusack
Linda Cushman
Tod Cyester
R. Casy Daganhardt
Steven Dankof
Scott Davies
Steven Davis
Christopher Deal
Steven Dean
Joyce Deitering
Kent Depoorter
Sylvie Derrien
Barbara Dibble
Larry Dilabbio
John Doll
Philip Dombey
Peter Donahue
Mark Donatelli
Richard Donenfeld
Daryl Douple
Joseph Downing
Edward Duffy
John Dunipace
Karen Dunlevey
Darlene Dunn
Aaron Durden
David Duwel
Michael Dyer
Thomas Dysinger
John Ebersole
Fanny Effler
Michael Ellerbrock
Howard Elliott
Steven Elliott
James Ellis
Herbert Ernst
Marshall Esler
Meg Evans
Nika Evans
Stanley Evans
Lee Falke
Steven Fansler
Jason Farley



Harry Rife
Rick Risner
B. Randall Roach
Nancy Roberson
Brian Roberts
Roberta Roberts
Eugene Robinson
Joan Roddy
Thor Ronemus
Andrew Root
Valerie Roszman
Jamie Rowley
Marshall Ruchman
David Rupp
William Ruse
Marybeth Rutledge
Lisa Sandner
Michael Sandner
Gary Schaengold
Suzanne Scheiner-Albl
Robert Schlemmer
Matthew Schmidt
Richard Schmidt
Alfred (Bud) Schneble
Jerome Schroeder
Kim Schroeder
Robert Schuck
Richard Schulte
Donald Schweller
Nancy Scranton
Steven Scudder
Sue Seeberger
Jeffrey Senney
Anne Shale
Bonnie Shane
Charles Shane
Paul Shaneyfelt
Anne Shank Hilton
Joel Shapiro
Jeffrey Sharkey
Meenu Sharma
James Sharp
Robert Shearer
Sara Sherick
Carl Sherrets

Charles Shook
David Shough
David Shuffleton
Dennis Shumaker
Jeffrey Silverstein
Joe Simmons
Gregory Singer
Angela Sinkovits
Chad Sizemore
Ralph Skilken
Thomas Skilken
Curtis Slaton
Charles Slicer
Charles Slicer, Sr.
Lee Slone
Ruth Slone
Jeffrey Slyman
John Smalley
Bradley Smith
Edward Smith
MacAlpine Smith
Kelton Smith
Larry Smith
Nicholas Smith
Patrick Smith
Cozette Snead
Cheryl Snyder
Daniel Snyder
Monte Snyder
Eric Sommer
Mary Soter
Susan Souther
Bret Spaeth
Steven Spitler
John Stachler
Joseph Stadnicar
Dana Stamps
Eric Stamps
Devon Stanley
Lu Ann Stanley
James Staton
Jean Steigerwald
David Stenson
Wayne Stephan
William Stephenson

Bruce Stevens
Andrew Stewart
Mark Stone
Andrew Storar
Erin Strausbaugh
Jeff Strausbaugh
Jennifer Stueve
Linda Stukey
Nicholas Subashi
Thomas Sullivan
James Swaim
Ian Taronji
Mary Ann Thinnes
Christopher Thompson
Lester Thompson
Ira Thomsen
Cornelia Tinkler
Mark Tolles
Jeremy Tomb
Ronald Tompkins
Gretchen Treherne
Jason Treherne
Gregory Turner
Mark Tuss
Timothy Tye
Fred Ungerman
Sean Vallone
Susan Van der Klooster
Andrew Van Horn
Anthony VanNoy
Navay Vaughn
Noel Vaughn
Eric Voigt
Peter vonMeister
Charles Wagner
Jared Wagner
Brian Wakefield
Chris Walker
Geoffrey Walker
Hugh Wall
Stacy Wall
Virginia Wall
Richard Wallace
Joseph Walsh
Douglas Walter

E. James Wampler
Sherry Wampler
John Wannemacher
Marc Warncke
Cheryl Washington
Stephen Watring
James Weaner
John Weaner
Dan Weiner
Heather Welbaum
Michael Weller
Ellen Weprin
James Weprin
Joseph Wessendarp
Elizabeth West
William West
Cynthia Westwood
Thomas Whelley
Jeffrey Whitman
Gabriel Wickline
David Wiechel
Merle Wilberding
Lucas Wilder
Brian Wildermuth
David Williamson
J. Allen Wilmes
Reese Wineman
John Winklejohn
Paul Winterhalter
Jeffrey Winwood
Reuben Wolk
Tamela Womack
Cheryl Wright Snyder
Brian Wright
Kristie Wuebben
Stephanie Wykes
Edward Yim
Stanley Yoder
Mimi Yoon
Margaret Young
Timothy Young
Steven Yuhas
David Yunghans
Anthony Zaharieff
Heather Zilka

Paul Zimmer
William Zimmerman
Julie Zink
Mark Zugelder
Phillip Zukowsky
Jonathan Zweizig

Elaine Nailing
Nancy Nash
Michael Neltner
Jack Neuenschwander
David Neuhardt
Rebekah Neuherz
Victoria Nilles
Jeffrey Nodzak
Thomas Noland
Todd Noll
Allen Norris
Wayne Novick
Daniel O'Brien
Joseph Oehlers
Joseph O'Neil
James Overholser
James Owen
Beth Owens
Gregory Page
Lisa Parilo
Upendra Patel
Leticia Patiño
Stacey Pavlatos
Sam Petroff
Thomas Phillips
David Phipps
David Pierce
Pamela Pinchot
Dwight Poffenberger
Kenneth Pohlman
John Poley
Wilfred Potter
Thomas Potts
Jamey Pregon
Ronald Pretekin
Connie Price Testerman
Elizabeth Putnam-Behrendt
Roger Rader
Ronald Raether
Barbara Rath
Edward Redder
Andrew Reitz
Thomas Replogle
Michael Rhinehart
David Rickert



We can’t do it without you.
ABLE and LAWO’s client services are supported by public
and private funding. Below are the names of the funders
and the programs they support:
Area Agency on Aging, PSA 2
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Champaign, Clark, Darke,
Greene, Logan, Miami, Montgomery, Preble, and Shelby Counties.

Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc. 
Ombudsman Program advocating for residents of nursing
homes, adult care facilities, and consumers receiving in-home
care services.

Ohio District 5 Area Agency on Aging
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Huron, Seneca, Wyandot,
Richland, and Crawford Counties.

PSA 3 Agency on Aging
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Allen, Auglaize, Hancock,
Hardin, Putnam, Mercer, and Van Wert Counties.

City of Toledo Department of Neighborhoods
Federal Community Development Block Grant funds supporting
legal assistance in housing and related matters for low-income
Toledo residents.

Clement O. Miniger Foundation
Support of the Homelessness Prevention and Housing
Opportunity Project in Lucas County.

County Corps
Legal education, outreach, and assistance to very low-income
families, elderly and disabled residents of Montgomery County
with housing issues.

Equal Justice Works
AmeriCorps Pro Bono Legal Corps Project to recruit and 
support volunteer law students and attorneys.

Findlay-Hancock County Community Foundation
Support of the Homelessness Prevention and Housing
Opportunity Project in Hancock County.

Greene County Department of Job and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County assistance.

The Impact Fund
Litigation expenses for the clients of the Responsible Destruction
of Chemical Weapons of the Miami Valley v. Perma-Fix of Dayton
environmental justice case.

Internal Revenue Service
Low Income Taxpayer Clinic to assist people with controversies
on federal income tax matters.

Kettering Fund
Legal assistance for victims of domestic violence.

Legal Services Corporation
Support of LAWO region-wide services.

Lucas County Mental Health Board
Advocacy on behalf of consumers within the mental health 
system, including outreach visits to area mental health 
agencies and community groups.

Lucas County Department of Job and Family Services
Program to remove legal barriers to employment and 
self-sufficiency.

Maumee Valley Presbytery
Legal assistance to migrant workers.

Miami County Department of Job and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County assistance.

Miami County Foundation
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) presentations in Miami County.

Midwest Immigrant and Human Rights Center
Immigrant Detention Project to provide legal rights presentations
and legal assistance to immigrants being detained in the
Seneca County Jail.

Montgomery County Department of Job 
and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County assistance.

Newman’s Own Foundation
Legal assistance to victims of domestic violence.

Ohio Community Service Council
Homelessness Prevention and Housing Opportunity Project to
provide legal assistance to low-income clients with legal problems
related to the ability to obtain or maintain safe, affordable housing.

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation
Support of ABLE and LAWO region-wide services, Legal Aid
Line, and the migrant program.

Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services
Legal assistance to victims of domestic violence in 14 LAWO
rural counties.

Reynolds & Reynolds Associate Foundation
Support of the Homelessness Prevention and Housing
Opportunity Project in Montgomery County.

Richland County Foundation
Support of the Homelessness Prevention and Housing
Opportunity Project in Richland County.

Social Security Administration
Benefits planning and information on Social Security Work
Incentives. (Project BRIDGE)

Stranahan Foundation
Support of the Homelessness Prevention and Housing
Opportunity Project in Lucas County.

Toledo Community Foundation
Support of the Homelessness Prevention and Housing
Opportunity Project in Lucas County.

Turner Foundation
Support of the Homelessness Prevention and Housing
Opportunity Project in Clark County.

United States Department of Justice
Legal Assistance to Victims Project – legal assistance to 
victims of domestic violence and collaborative relationships
with shelters and victim assistance agencies.

United Way of Defiance County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Defiance County.

United Way of Fulton County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Fulton County.

United Way of the Greater Dayton Area
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Montgomery,
Greene, and Preble Counties through programs that assist 
families, the disabled, and the elderly, and provide education
on legal rights and responsibilities to youth.

United Way of Greater Toledo
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Lucas, Wood,
and Ottawa Counties.

United Way of Williams County
Legal assistance to low-income residents of Williams County.



Support & Revenue

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) ..........................$3,750,060

Legal Services Corporation (LSC) ......................................$2,445,246

Other grants and contracts ................................................$2,212,892

Fundraising and special events ............................................$162,418

Miscellaneous interest and other income................................$48,125

Total ..................................................................................$8,618,741

2005 Combined Record of Service

• 17,830 closed cases
• 44,252 individuals benefited across 32 Ohio counties
• $4,036,968* in monthly benefits
• $3,926,782* in lump sum awards 

* obtained benefits and awards in areas of child support, spousal support, unemployment compensation,
supplemental security income, debt write-off, disability assistance, food stamps, and damages.

43.5%

28%

26%

2% .5%

Expenses

Compensation and benefits ..............................................$6,249,985

Contract services..................................................................$628,347

Operating costs ................................................................$1,224,978

Travel, Support, and Training ................................................$444,467

Miscellaneous ......................................................................$148,567

Total ..................................................................................$8,696,344

72%

7%

14%

5% 2%



Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc.

Administrative office
520 Madison Avenue, Suite 640

Toledo, OH 43604

419.724.0030
Fax 419.321.1582

Toll-free 1.877.894.4599
TDD 419.259.2883

www.lawolaw.org
Offices in Dayton, Defiance, Fremont,

Lima, Mansfield, Sandusky,
Springfield, and Toledo, Ohio

2005-2006
ABLE and LAWO 
Boards of Trustees

Laurie J. Pangle – 
President
Attorney-at-Law
Spengler Nathanson PLL
Toledo, Ohio

David J. Coyle – 
Vice President
Attorney-at-Law
Shumaker, Loop 
& Kendrick
Toledo, Ohio

James Stahler – 
Vice President
Clayton, Ohio

Paula Holt – Secretary
Toledo, Ohio

J. David Ruffner, II –
Treasurer
Attorney-at-Law
Chernesky, Heyman &
Kress, P.L.L.
Dayton, Ohio

William J. Bingle*
Attorney-at-Law
Toledo, Ohio

Mary Anne Burns
Attorney-at-Law
Lucas County Board of
Mental Retardation
Toledo, Ohio

Raymond M. Donadio, Jr.
Attorney-at-Law
Donadio & Wagner LTD
Greenville, Ohio

Melissa Pepper Firestone**
Attorney-at-Law
Napoleon, Ohio

John F. Hall
Attorney-at-Law
Fremont, Ohio

Terry Hart
Attorney-at-Law
Urbana, Ohio

Leola Haynes
Toledo, Ohio

Justice G. Johnson, Jr.
Attorney-at-Law
Marshall & Melhorn LLC
Toledo, Ohio

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc.

Administrative office
520 Madison Avenue, Suite 740

Toledo, OH 43604

419.255.0814
Fax 419.259.2880

Toll-free 1.800.837.0814
TDD 419.259.2883

www.able law.org
Offices in Dayton and Toledo, Ohio

James Knepp, II
Attorney-at-Law
Robison, Curphey 
& O’Connell
Toledo, Ohio

John Kostyo
Attorney-at-Law
Findlay, Ohio

Pat McGlothlin
Port Clinton, Ohio

James L. Murray
Attorney-at-Law
Murray & Murray Co., LPA
Sandusky, Ohio 

David S. Peterson
Attorney-at-Law
Xenia, Ohio

Maria Redieck
Risingsun, Ohio

Patricia Rousseau
Attorney-at-Law
Public Defenders Office
Dayton, Ohio

Clayton Rusch
Toledo, Ohio

Oretta Smith
Port Clinton, Ohio

Patty Spencer**
Sidney, Ohio

Anthony VanNoy
Attorney-at-Law
Wright & VanNoy LPA Inc.
Dayton, Ohio

David Ward (Emeritus)
Attorney-at-Law/Mediator
Presque Isle, Michigan 

Kathryn Watson
Toledo, Ohio

Rebecca West-Estell
Attorney-at-Law
Toledo, Ohio

Mary Wiseman
Attorney-at-Law
Coolidge Wall Co. LPA
Dayton, Ohio

*Served as President in 2005  
** Served in 2005


	AR_part1
	AR_part2



