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From the president…
As president of the ABLE and LAWO boards of
trustees, I have watched our law firms grow
tremendously over the past five years. LAWO
and ABLE have embraced change in ways that
have altered the face of legal aid across the
region. Most importantly, they have combined
the use of highly qualified professionals and the
latest technology to meet their mission of helping
low-income residents of northwest and west 
central Ohio achieve self reliance, equal justice
and economic opportunity.  

In particular, 2004 was a year of tremendous
growth. Asked to expand our services to 15
additional counties in western Ohio, ABLE and
LAWO went through a transition that challenged
and energized our approach to solving long-
standing problems that face most of our clients
– before they become crises. We established
additional offices in Dayton, Lima, and
Springfield, and we expanded Legal Aid Line, 
our telephone intake and brief service system,
to reach all 30 counties in the new service area.
At the end of 2004, we brought on two additional
counties, Ashland and Richland, and established
an office in Mansfield. In addition, we launched
a website and on-line application process to 
provide additional access for clients.

Not only did we grow and expand our service
area, we doubled the size of our staff – bringing

together professionals with a wide array of 
backgrounds, life experiences, and perspectives.
Throughout their history, LAWO and ABLE have
employed many of the best public interest
lawyers in the country. They, along with the 
myriad of other professionals it takes to run a
successful law firm, possess a vibrant sense of
public values and purpose.

Combined, all of these have worked to provide
equal access to justice for those who have no
place else to turn. I would, however, be remiss 
if I didn’t take this opportunity to tell you that
without the financial support of our donors,
many of the people we have served over the
past five years would not have received the help
they needed. Your trust in our ability to provide
high quality legal work has paid off for the people
who matter to us most – low-income people
seeking equal justice.

We appreciate your support, your trust, 
and your partnership.   

William J. Bingle
President
ABLE and LAWO Boards of Trustees



Honoring our supporters 
Equal access to justice for all is the mainstay of
the work at ABLE and LAWO. Together, these
nonprofit law firms continue to improve service
delivery, increase the numbers of clients whom
they help, promote systemic change that will
affect large numbers of low-income people, and
search for additional ways to support these critical
services – including individual contributions and
government and private grant funding.  

We support legal aid because we believe it is our
responsibility as attorneys to assist with the
work and mission of securing access to justice
for all. Your support of the Campaigns for Equal
Justice underscores both your understanding of
these important services to the community and
your generosity of spirit. 

We hope you will take great pride in being listed
as one of those who financially support the
efforts of legal aid. LAWO and ABLE are truly
fortunate to have so many supporters past and
present who give their time, talents, and
resources to enrich our efforts. Together, we do
the community justice!

Thank you.

Michael P. Moloney
Thomas P. Whelley, II
Chairs – 2004 Campaign for Equal

Justice–Miami Valley

James E. Brazeau
H. Buswell Roberts, Jr.
Linde Hurst Webb
Chairs – 2004 Campaign for Equal

Justice–Northwest Ohio



About ABLE and LAWO
Our mission is to improve the lives of low-income
people in northwest and west central Ohio by
helping them obtain and maintain the basic
necessities of life – housing, safety, health care,
and food – in addition to enhancing family stability
and security. We do this by working to resolve a
full range of legal problems, including domestic
violence, immigration, civil rights, employment,
consumer, and family issues, as well as housing
and public benefits matters.

Our work involves children, seniors, persons with
disabilities, survivors of domestic violence,
immigrants, uninsured families and individuals,
families facing eviction, persons moving from
welfare to work, homeless children and families,
persons with mental illness, residents of nursing
homes, and migrant farmworkers. Our clients
live with poverty, language and cultural barriers,
low education levels, or limited access to social
services. 

In addition to providing legal assistance for 
individual clients, we represent groups of clients
with systemic legal problems when it is the most 
efficient and cost-effective way to address those
issues. We provide community legal education
and training that benefits thousands of poor 
people, including providing pro se materials 
and guidance for those not facing emergency 
situations.

Together, we do the community justice.
LAWO and ABLE employ a team of highly 
committed and experienced attorneys, paralegals,
and support personnel. We maintain a strong
record of partnering with other non-profit 
organizations and public service agencies that
share our mission. Together with members of
the legal community, the private sector, churches,
government agencies, elected officials, and 
caring individuals, we are able to provide the
critical services needed by our clients.

Although the demand for legal services continues
to out-pace the available resources, ABLE and
LAWO, along with pro bono legal services 
programs and area bar associations, and a 
number of private and public funding sources,
are working to meet the increasing demand.  

Legal Aid Line
Legal Aid Line of Western Ohio, the intake and
advice system created to provide more people
with streamlined access to legal services, 
continues to expand its capacity with improved
technology. This state-of-the-art system serves
as a critical point of access for clients who need
free legal help, including advice, brief legal 
service and, where applicable, a referral for 
further representation. Client referrals also are
made to a number of community social service
agencies, area pro bono programs, or private
attorneys.  

In 2004, we launched an on-line intake application
that allows people to apply for services 24-hours
a day, seven days per week. The system can be
accessed through the internet at 
www.legalaidline.org from any public computer,
a social worker’s office, or a home-based 
personal computer. To date, we have received
an average of 40 to 50 web applications per day.

Responding to change
January 2004 was a new beginning for legal aid
in northwest and west central Ohio, starting with
a name change for Legal Services of Northwest
Ohio (LSNO) to Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc.
(LAWO) in order to better reflect the new service
area. ABLE and LAWO finalized the consolidation
of services that began in late 2003 with the
Legal Aid Society of Dayton (LASD) and Western
Ohio Legal Services Association (WOLSA).  

The consolidation of services meant expanding
operations, including Legal Aid Line, to an 
additional 15 counties, resulting in a service area
covering 30 counties. We secured an additional
$370,000 grant from the Ohio Legal Assistance
Foundation and a one-time grant from the Ohio
Supreme Court to assist with transition costs,
ensuring that no decrease in services to clients
would result from the consolidation. We hired an
additional 43 employees and the boards of
trustees expanded to 30 representatives of the
enhanced service area. Long-term, the results of
the consolidation have shown an increase in
service capacity and efficiency, along with more
effective use of funding.



• Established new Homelessness Prevention 
and Housing Opportunity Project through the 
Ohio Community Service Council AmeriCorps
Program. The Project works to prevent 
homelessness and promotes affordable housing
opportunities for low-income people. At full
staff, we will have 18 AmeriCorps members,
mostly attorneys, working on this Project.

• Completed implementation of Phase One of
ClientsWIN, an interactive web-based application
process for clients (www.legalaidline.org).  

• Increased contributions to ABLE and LAWO 
from the private bar through expanded
fundraising campaigns in Dayton and Toledo. 

• Established new AmeriCorps Pro Bono Legal
Corps Project in conjunction with Equal Justice
Works. The Project promotes volunteer 
opportunities for attorneys and law students.  

• Completed comprehensive strategic planning
process and established Board-Staff Planning
Committee to oversee implementation. Plan
emphasizes increased collaboration and
increased emphasis on holistic approach in
service delivery.

• Completed independent survey of Legal Aid
Line users that showed a high level of client
satisfaction.

• Established a committee to assess and review
ABLE and LAWO’s progress in the area of 
diversity. The Committee has decided to focus
on the areas of recruitment, retention and 
promotion, and organizational culture.

• Created opportunities for better internal and
external communication for staff and clients
through expanded use of a website and 
video-conferencing.

We established three new offices to serve the
low-income residents of northwest and west 
central Ohio. In 2004, ABLE and LAWO operated
nine offices located in Dayton, Defiance,
Fremont, Lima, Sandusky, Springfield and
Toledo. Together, the law firms provided services
to residents of Allen, Auglaize, Champaign, Clark,
Crawford, Darke, Defiance, Erie, Fulton, Greene,
Hancock, Hardin, Henry, Huron, Logan, Lucas,
Mercer, Miami, Montgomery, Ottawa, Paulding,
Preble, Putnam, Sandusky, Seneca, Shelby, Van
Wert, Williams, Wood, and Wyandot counties.

At the end of 2004, LAWO and ABLE began the
process of working with Community Legal
Services (CLAS) to transfer the delivery of civil
legal services in Ashland and Richland Counties.
On January 1, 2005, LAWO opened an office in
Mansfield, Ohio, increasing its service area to
32 counties. ABLE serves 32 counties from its
offices in Toledo and Dayton.

2004 Significant Accomplishments
• Completed consolidation of additional 15 

counties in southern portion of service area
and two counties in western portion of service
area with staffing and establishment of new
offices in Dayton, Lima, Mansfield, and
Springfield.

• Worked with community leaders to establish 
and secure $1.3 million in funding from the 
U.S. Department of Justice for the Family
Justice Center in a six county area surrounding
Defiance. The Center will provide comprehensive
and coordinated services to individuals and
families experiencing domestic violence.

• Increased program revenue by approximately
$595,561 between 2004 and 2005.
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Lisa’s story

Lisa* and her young son and 
daughter were in a domestic 
violence shelter, secure for the

moment but in need of legal help to get
protection from her abusive husband.
The shelter staff put her in touch with
an ABLE Legal Aid Line attorney who
helped her obtain a temporary 
protection order. 

Once Lisa and her children were out of immediate danger, the 
Legal Aid Line staff referred her to the nearest LAWO office for 
representation at a court hearing. Lisa was awarded ongoing 
protection from her abusive husband, custody of her children, 
child support, and exclusive use of her home.

*Client names have been changed for confidentiality.

Surviving 
domestic 
violence
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Bob’s story

Bob* knew he could not tolerate 
the condition of his building’s 
elevators another day. Most often

the system sat idle waiting for repair.
And, for more than a year, the 
managers of the subsidized apartment
building had ignored repeated requests
from residents for regular maintenance
of the units. 

Bob asked ABLE to advise his tenants’
association of their legal rights and address the problem with the
elevators that served the eight-story complex. The attorney provided
information on the rent escrow process and ways to have the 
conditions corrected. 

After several meetings among the association, building management
and city officials, the building’s owners agreed to overhaul the 
elevator system and complete long overdue renovations.

*Client names have been changed for confidentiality.

Defending
tenants
rights
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Estaban’s story

Based on a promise of new work
from a local grower, Estaban*

traveled to Ohio with his wife and
five children. When he arrived in the
unfamiliar rural town, he was informed
that work would not start for another
week. Five weeks passed, and he
began to worry that he would not be
able to feed his family or pay rent due
at the camp. Estaban called the local
LAWO office for help.

A migrant farmworker advocate helped Estaban resolve his case 
for the full amount he would have earned had work began when
originally promised. The settlement also allowed his family to
remain in the camp rent-free and provided a guarantee of work at
the camp as soon as it became available.

*Client names have been changed for confidentiality.

Advocating
for migrant
farmworkers



2004 Campaign 
for Equal Justice
Miami Valley

Campaign Co-Chairs
Michael P. Moloney
Thomas P. Whelley, II

Leadership Committee
Debra B. Armanini
Susan Blasik-Miller
Dale E. Creech, Jr.
Edward J. Dowd
Aaron G. Durden
Michael E. Dyer
Martin A. Foos
Neil F. Freund
Diane L. Gentile
Gregory C. Gibson
David C. Greer
John E. Hart
Jonathan S. Hoak
Thomas A. Holton
Carley J. Ingram
James W. Kelleher
Scott A. King
James G. Kordik
Ronald J. Kozar
Kathryn A. Lamme
Roger J. Makley
James N. Overholser
Alvarene N. Owens
Richard P. Perna
Walter Reynolds
Timothy G. Rice
Joseph M. Rigot
Patricia E. Rousseau
Jan Rudd
Alan B. Schaeffer
Beth W. Schaeffer
Mark L. Schumacher
Sue Seeberger
Jeffrey S. Sharkey
Mia Wortham-Spells
James Stahler
Nicholas E. Subashi
Robert J. Surdyk
James E. Swaim
Richard A. Talda
Merideth A. Trott
Douglas M. Ventura
Geoffrey P. Walker
Cheryl R. Washington
Timothy Young

Leadership Gifts ($2,000
and above)
Burdge Law Office Co. LPA
Dayton Bar Association

Foundation
Faruki Ireland & Cox PLL
Freund, Freeze & Arnold
Lloyd O’Hara
Porter Wright Morris 

& Arthur
Sebaly Shillito & Dyer
Thompson Hine LLP
Thomas P. Whelley II

Sustaining ($1,000-
$1,999)
John Ackerman Jr.
Cooper & Gentile Co LPA
Caleb & Carol Deupree 
Dungan & LeFevre Co. LPA
Jonathan Hoak
Dianne Marx
Premier Health Partners

Benefactor ($500-$999)
Gregory C. Gibson 
Kathryn A. Lamme 
Thomas R. Noland 
Richard P. Perna 
Pickrel Schaeffer 

& Ebeling Co. LPA
Joe Rigot
Jan Rudd in honor of 

J.Gordon Rudd, Sr.
Beth Schaeffer
Edward L. Shank 
Subashi Wildermuth 

& Ballato
Surdyk Dowd & Turner 

Co. LPA
Joseph R. Tafelski 

Supporter ($300-$499)
Charles F. Allbery III
James T. Ambrose 
Boucher & Boucher
Karen Denise Bradley 
Robert L. Caspar Jr.
Brooks A. Compton in honor

of attorneys in general
Jeffrey T. Cox 
Robert M. Curry 
Peter J. Donahue 
Robert J. Hadley 
D. Jeffrey Ireland 
Jones & Washington Co. LPA
Ronald J. Kozar 
Helenka Marculewicz 
Hon. John M. Meagher 
Michael P. Moloney 
Jeanne Philips-Roth 

& Edward Roth
Ronald S. Pretekin 
Jon M. Sebaly 
Sue Seeberger 
Mark Edward Stone 
Debbie Watts

Advocate ($100-$299)
Karen R. Adams 
Debra B. Armanini 
Gary W. Auman 
Stephen J. Axtell 
Janice I. Beers 
Susan Blasik-Miller 

& Arvin Miller
J. Wray Blattner 
Barry M. Block 
Michael A. Booth 
Glenn L. Bower 
Dwight D. Brannon 
Robert J. Brown 
Lawrence T. Burick 
Betty Busch
Richard F. Carlile 

Mary Beth Caudill 
Hon. William A. Clark 
Rebecca A. Cochran 

in honor of Elizabeth
Cochran Blake

Christopher F. Cowan 
in honor of Robert K.
Corwin, Esq.

Crew & Buchanan
Robert B. Crew 
Thomas E. DeBrosse 
Edward J. Dowd 
Douglas E. Erickson 
Meg Evans 
Francesco A. Ferrante 
Gale S. Finley 
Chester E. Finn 
Hon. Patrick J. Foley 
Anne M. Frayne 
Gary L. Froelich 
Froelich & Weprin Co. LPA
Lance A. Gildner 
John R. Glankler 
David C. Greer 
Joe Gruenberg 
Dennis E. Gump 
Christine M. Haaker 
Thomas L. Hagel 
Winn C. Hamrick 
Heck & Heck Co. LPA
Mathias H. Heck Jr.
J. Stephen Herbert 
J. Michael Herr 
Hess & Daganhardt Co. LPA
Ralph E. Heyman 
Stanley A. Hirtle 
Howard P. Hobby 
Gary Hoover
Hon. Mary Katherine

Huffman 
Deborah D. Hunt 
Carley J. Ingram 
David E. Izor 
Ellis Jacobs 
Thomas E. Jenks 
Taylor Jones Jr.
Nancy Jones 
Hon. Judith A. King 
Scott A. King 
James R. Kirkland 
Thomas A. Knoth 
James G. Kordik 
Thomas R. Kraemer 
William J. Liebold
Logan Law Office
Crofford J. Macklin Jr.
Hon. William J. MacMillan Jr.
McDonald & McDonald 

Co. LPA
Mark Mitzman 
Jack L. Neuenschwander 
David A. Neuhardt 
Sharen Swartz Neuhardt 
Hon. Robert L. Nolan 
Allen R. Norris 
Timothy N. O’Connell 
Joseph C. Oehlers 
James N. Overholser 
Alvarene N. Owens 
Dennis L. Patterson 
Hon. John S. Pickrel 

David P. Pierce 
Popp & Tuss
Timothy G. Rice 
John P. Rieser 
Hon. Adele M. Riley 
Joan H. Roddy 
William A. Rogers Jr.
Patricia E. Rousseau 
Richard A. Schwartz 
Leigh Anne Sempeles 
Anne L. Shank 
Arik A. Sherk 
Karen M. Sherlock 
Beverly F. Shillito 
Ralph A. Skilken Jr.
Todd W. Souve’ 
James Stahler 
Dana A. Stamps 
Alan J. Statman 
Stevens & Showalter LLP
Richard A. Talda 
Thompson & DeVeny 

Co. LPA
Louis E. Tracy 
Douglas M. Ventura 
Hon. A. J. Wagner 
Merle F. Wilberding 
Mary L. Wiseman 
Hon. William H. Wolff Jr.
Brian D. Wright 

Friend (under $100)
Hon. Charles A. Anderson
Ward C. Barrentine 
Janice C. Beckett 
Neil M. Berman 
Amy S. Boland Law Office
Herbert & Carolyn Boyer 
Daniel J. Brandt 
Kirsten A. Brandt 
Susan M. Brasier 
Michael Buckwalter 
Nicole Burke 
Margaret M. Carper 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Clark
Clarissa E. Clawson 
Joanne E. Clifford 
Michele T. Cole 
Charles D. Cooper 
John A. Cumming 
Robert C. Deschler 
Lynda A. Dodd 
Steven J. Elleman 
Douglas E. Erickson
David M. Farmer 
David M. Franceschelli 
Andrew T. French 
Hon. Jeffrey E. Froelich 
Linn S. Harson 
Patricia L. Hill 
Jonathan A. Horwitz 
Matthew Huber
Nathan C. Hunt 
Janis James
John F. Kane 
Lisa Ann Kloppenberg 

& Mark Zunich
James W. Knight 
Susan Kost 
Hon. Nick Kuntz Jr.
continued...



Dottie’s story

Dottie* has been coping with
extreme panic disorder and
depression for a number of

years. Her symptoms have become 
so significant that working outside the
home is no longer feasible. To make
matters worse, when Dottie applied 
for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
she was denied. 

Dottie felt she had nowhere to turn, until a friend told her about
ABLE's Mental Health Consumer Advocacy program. The program
referred Dottie to an LAWO paralegal specializing in government 
benefits. The LAWO advocate represented her at the appeal hearing,
where she successfully secured for Dottie a lump sum payment of
$20,000 and ongoing monthly benefits of $579. Because of
LAWO's help, Dottie can pay down her debt and save toward the
purchase of a permanent home.

*Client names have been changed for confidentiality.

Accessing
public 
benefits



Platinum Sponsor
E.J. Leizerman 

& Associates, LLC

Gold Sponsor
KMC Telecom
Owens-Illinois, Inc.

Silver Sponsor
R. Jeffrey 

and Kathleen R. Bixler
Mercy Health Partners
David Ward

Bronze Plus
Cooper & Walinski, LPA
Gilmore, Jasion, 

and Mahler, LTD
Joe Tafelski 

and Jen Teschner
UBS Financial Services

Bronze
Area Office on Aging 

of Northwestern Ohio
Arnold & Caruso, Ltd
Brooks Insurance
Keith Brooks Florist
Connelly, Jackson 

& Collier LLP
Dana Corporation
Fifth Third Bank
Fulton County 

Bar Association
Malone, Ault & Farell
Mandell Vasquez, Inc./

Mail It
Marshall & Melhorn
Merrill Lynch
Ohio Legal 

Assistance Foundation 
Robison, Curphey 

& O’Connell
St. John’s High School
Shumaker, Loop 

& Kendrick, LLP
Signature Associates
Spengler Nathanson, P.L.L.
The Toledo Journal
Toledo Bar Association
University of Toledo

College of Law
Wood County Bar Association

Donors
Fair Housing Center 

of Toledo
Henry County 

Bar Association
Kerger & Kerger
Libbey Inc.
Plassman, Rupp, Hensal,

Short & Hagans
Scott Walsh, Savage 

& Associates
Trust Company of Toledo

Supporter
Ernst & Young
Frederickson, Heintschel 

& King Co., L.P.A.
Mickel & Huffman

Special Thanks
Toledo Building Services

Volunteers

Individual volunteers can
make a big difference in
the lives of those needing
civil legal assistance. The
following individuals have
generously contributed
their time and talent to
assist ABLE and LAWO in
its mission of providing
equal access to justice
for all. Time and caring
are gifts that often mean
more than money. 
The following individuals
have volunteered as 
attorneys, legal interns,
paralegals, and in other
professional service areas.

ABLE Volunteers
Dylan Borchers
Linda M. Carey
Quinten T. Cupps
Larry DeHoff
Katrina Gillin
Michael Glover
Sean Graves
Jarling Ho
Elizabeth Kroll
Marc Mallone
Megan Mattimoe
Carmen Moctezuma
Stephen R. Mowry
Megan V. Rose
Emily Rostash
Craig Smith
Gulzar S. Sundreji
Mary Jo Swartzberg
Sister Jo Ann Maria Torti

LAWO Volunteers
Lauren Baker
Larry DeHoff
Matt Dunning
Elizabeth Himmler
Tiffany Hoyt
Stephen B. Johnston
Jessie Kemp
Tara Kozlowski 
Christopher Owens 
Elinor Parish 

Volunteer Ombudsman
Kathy Amon
Elaine Anderson
Dorothea Barker
Ellen Bradley
Rebecca Coffey
Maralee Demorest
Robert Gallagher
Robert Goodwin
Rebecca Henderly
Sandra Heyneman
Corinna Jock
Bruce Kellow
Camille Koralewski
Helen Martaus
Sharon Mitchell
Edwin Mitchell
Jerry Moore
Katheryn Mueller
Regina Patrick
Pamela Pullella
Carole Ragan
Elva Scribellito
Sandi Sparks
Jerry Wertz
Char Windsor

Friend (under $100)
continued...
Rene M. LaForte 
Jennifer Maffett 
Shannon Martin 
Jeffrey C. Metzcar 
Allison D. Michael 
Murr Compton Claypoole 

& Macbeth
Victoria L. Nilles 
P. Christian Nordstrom 
R. Lynn Nothstine 
Wayne P. Novick 
Timothy N. O’Connell
George B. Patricoff 
Jeffrey M. Patzer 
Michelle D. Phipps 
Patricia A. Pickrel 
David W. Reid 
Edwin L. Ryan Jr.
John M. Scott, Jr. 
Jeffrey B. Shulman 
Jill Sink 
Robert N. Snyder 
Scott T. Stirling 
Nolan C. Thomas 
Chris Van Schaik 
Katrina L. Wahl 
Heather Duffey Welbaum 
Robert B. Weltner
Laura L. Wilson 
Reuben Wolk 
Johnna M. Yim

2004 Access to
Justice Awards Dinner

The purpose of the
Access to Justice Awards
Dinner is to raise critical
funds for legal services for
the poor, while recognizing
individuals, law firms, and
organizations for their
extraordinary service in
the public interest. All
proceeds from the event
benefit ABLE, LAWO, and
the Toledo Bar Association
Pro Bono Legal Services
Program.

Steering Committee
Richard Malone, Co-chair
Laurie J. Pangle, Co-chair
Ray Arce
Jacqueline Boney
Gretchen DeBacker
Kathleen Kolodgy
Reg Jackson
William Meyer
Richard Mitchell
James R. Knepp, III
Gregg Peppel
Joseph A. Rideout
Peggy Mattimoe Sturgeon
Hernan Vasquez
Rebecca West-Estell



Shelly’s story

Shelly* moved to Toledo to help
her sister, nieces and nephew
through a difficult time. When the

living arrangements did not work out as
planned, however, Shelly found herself
homeless. As a participant in the federal
government’s housing choice voucher
program (Section 8), she was required
to find another apartment that met the
program’s standards for health and
safety. After a long search, the local
public housing agency approved an
apartment complex where the owner
agreed to accept Shelly’s subsidy as payment in full for monthly
rental of the housing unit.

Later, the landlord began to demand extra payments from Shelly,
claiming the housing agency required them under Section 8. Having
not been alerted to a need for extra payments, she inquired at the
housing agency and, at the same time, reported the back door of
her unit did not lock and that she had been burglarized. Suspecting
fraud, the public housing agency terminated both the landlord and

Shelly from the voucher program. The agency immediately stopped
making rent payments on Shelly’s behalf, and Shelly’s landlord

evicted her. That’s when she turned to an LAWO attorney for
representation at the housing agency’s administrative hearing

and at the eviction proceedings. LAWO succeeded in having
her voucher reinstated and the eviction dismissed.

Today, Shelly is comfortable in another apartment
and enjoys renewed independence working full time

at a local social service agency.

*Client names have been changed for confidentiality.

Securing 
safe housing



Pro Bono Attorneys

One of the most important
benefits of doing pro bono
work is the direct 
contribution to the 
principle of justice for all.
Last year, the following
legal professionals in
northwest and west 
central Ohio willingly and
graciously gave their time
and expertise to those
who could not otherwise
afford an attorney. ABLE
and LAWO applaud these
men and women who give
back to the community so
generously.

Karen R. Adams
Deborah J. Adler       
Tony Alexander
Charles F. Allbery     
Jeffrey L. Amick       
Alan G. Anderson       
James S. Armstrong     
Matthew R. Arntz       
Kevin W. Attkisson     
Evelyn Bachman
Thomas Baggott
David R. Bart  
Jane E. Beach  
Scott Beals   
Phillip L. Beard       
John F. Bennett
Elaine S. Bernstein    
Thomas Berry  
Daniel H. Binegar      
R. Scott Blackburn     
John D. Bodin  
Jerome B. Bohman       
Michael R. Booher      
Michael R. Botros      
Richard A. Boucher     
Dwight D. Brannon      
Paul M. Branson
Randall Breaden       
Donald Brezine
Richard C. Brooks      
Garth Brown   
Matthew D. Bruder      
Michael Buckwalter    
Michael J. Burdge      
Ronald L. Burdge       
Lawrence T. Burick     
John R. Butz   
The Hon. Anthony Capizzi     
Richard L. Carr, Jr.   
Mary Beth Caudill     
John C. Chambers       
Susan Chema   
Richard A. Ciambrone   
J. Timothy Cline       
John E. Clough 
Thomas R. Cochran      
Brooks A. Compton      
W Michael Conway       
Janet K. Cooper
Brent Copeland
John Cotner   

Christopher F. Cowan   
Brent A. Crane 
Nicholas Cron 
Thomas P. Croskey      
F Ann Crossman 
Robroy Crow   
Robert M. Curry
David Cusack  
Linda Cushman 
Tod A. Cyester 
Kara A. Czanik 
Steven J. Davis
Christopher A. Deal    
Steven O. Dean 
Joyce M. Deitering     
John R. Doll   
Peter J. Donahue       
Richard Donenfeld     
Daryl R. Douple
John M. Dunipace       
Aaron G. Durden
John M. Ebersole       
Howard Elliott
James C. Ellis 
Herbert Ernst 
Meg Evans     
Nika Evans    
Lee C. Falke   
Jason R. Farley
Harold R. Farquhar     
Robert Feighner       
John Filkins  
John A. Fischer
Sanford Flack 
James P. Fleisher       
Canice J. Fogarty       
Angela M. Foraker      
James E. Fox   
Anne M. Frayne  
Keith A. Fricker
Alan D. Gabel   
Woody Gearheart       
Diane L. Gentile
Lance A. Gildner
Nicholas G. Gounaris    
Thomas M. Green 
Douglas B. Gregg
David B. Grieshop       
James N. Griffin
Charles L. Grove III    
Jonas J. Gruenberg      
Vanessa L. Guenther     
Dennis E. Gump  
Gerald E. Gunnoe
Christine M. Haaker     
Vaseem S. Hadi  
Richard H. Hammond      
Drew A. Hanna   
Sean H. Harmon  
John E. Hart    
Randal A. Harvey       
James K. Hemenway       
Lawrence W. Henke       
Elizabeth J. Henley     
G. Douglas Herdman      
Ralph E. Heyman 
Greg Hickman  
John P. Hilgeman
Jennifer L. Hill
Victor A. Hodge
Jonathan Hollingsworth

Thomas A. Holton
John B. Huber   
Rex H. Huffman  
Deborah D. Hunt 
Nathan C. Hunt  
Carroll E. Hunt
Henry Hyde III
Ken Ignozzi   
Thomas J. Intili
Matthew T. Jewson       
Robert C. Johnston      
Taylor Jones, Jr.     
Alan M. Kappers 
Keith R. Kearney
Ronald D. Keener
Thomas W. Kendo, Jr.    
David Kennett 
Charles Y. Kidwell, Jr. 
James R. Kirkland      
Lori E. Kirkwood
Stephen E. Klein
John F. Kolberg
Leo F. Krebs    
Michael W. Krumholtz    
David H. Landon
David E. Larson 
Laurence A. Lasky       
John T. Lawrence
David L. Layman 
Kathleen Lenski       
Gary J. Leppla  
Thomas P. Liptock       
John C. Lombard 
Jose M. Lopez   
Heather M. Loridas      
L. Anthony Lush 
Karen J. Lynn   
Mark M. Maier   
Barry W. Mancz  
Ed Marks      
Brandin Marlow
M. Todd Marsh   
Dianne F Marx  
Ronald J. Maurer       
David M. McNamee       
Jeffrey McQuiston     
William D. Meily
David P. Mesaros
David R. Miles  
Roger Miller  
Karen Miller  
Michael J. Millonig     
Carla J. Morman 
Robert Mues   
Michele A. Murphy      
Christopher Murray    
Michael K. Murry
Elaine Nailing
Michael M. Neltner     
David A. Neuhardt       
Victoria L. Nilles      
Thomas R. Noland
Allen R. Norris 
Wayne P. Novick 
Joseph C. Oehlers       
James N. Overholser     
Upendra Patel 
David L. Phipps 
David P. Pierce 
Pamela L. Pinchot       
Dwight Poffenberger   

Kenneth R. Pohlman      
John D. Poley   
Ronald Pretekin       
Connie Price Testerman
Ronald I. Raether       
Edward C. Redder       
Thomas J. Replogle      
Michael N. Rhinehart    
David M. Rickert
Harry P. Rife   
B. Randall Roach      
Roberta S. Roberts      
Eugene Robinson       
J. Andrew Root 
Marshall D. Ruchman    
Marybeth W. Rutledge    
Lisa A. Sandner 
Michael W. Sandner      
Alfred (Bud) W. Schneble
Kim Schroeder 
Donald G. Schweller     
Steven C. Scudder       
S. Sue Seeberger
Jeffrey S. Senney       
Charles F. Shane
Paul H. Shaneyfelt      
Carl D. Sherrets
Charles D. Shook       
Dennis Shumaker       
Jeffrey M. Silverstein  
Joe Simmons   
Gregory F. Singer       
Rebekah Sinnott Neuherz    
Ralph A. Skilken
Thomas E. Skilken       
Charles W. Slicer       
Charles W. Slicer, Sr.  
Lee Slone     
Ruth Slone    
John Smalley  
Nicholas M. Smith       
Patrick K. Smith
Cozette Snead 
Mary K. C. Soter       
Susan F. Souther
Dana A. Stamps  
Eric A. Stamps  
Lu Ann Stanley
Jean M. Steigerwald     
David E. Stenson
Wayne P. Stephan
William V. Stephenson  
Mark E. Stone   
Jennifer L. Stueve      
Linda S. Stukey 
James E. Swaim  
Ian A. Taronji 
Christopher W. Thompson 
Mark D. Tolles  
Timothy Tye   
Fred A. Ungerman
Anthony VanNoy
Navay M. Vaughn 
Noel W. Vaughn 
Eric P. Voigt   
Hugh E. Wall    
E. James Wampler       
Sherry Wampler
Dan D. Weiner   
Heather D. Welbaum 
continued...



Partners in Equal Access to Justice
Legal aid has maintained long standing partnerships with pro bono
legal services programs, including the Dayton/Miami Valley Volunteer
Lawyer's Project (VLP) and the Toledo Bar Association Pro Bono Legal
Services Program. Both programs are designed to provide opportunities
for attorneys to volunteer their services to low-income people.

In addition to providing direct services on cases, volunteer lawyers
also participate in outreach programs, make community education 
presentations, and co-counsel with other volunteers and staff attorneys.
Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO) provides major financial support
for both the Pro Bono Legal Services Program and the Volunteer
Lawyers Project. In addition, ABLE and LAWO collaborate with these
two programs on fundraising programs, community legal education 
programs, and volunteer lawyer recruitment.

Together, we do the community justice.

Pro Bono Attorneys
continued...
Ellen C. Weprin 
Joseph Wessendarp     
Thomas P. Whelley       
Merle F. Wilberding     
J. Allen Wilmes
John Winklejohn       
Paul Winterhalter     
Jeffrey A. Winwood      
Reuben Wolk   
Tamela Womack 
Mimi S. Yoon    
Timothy Young 
Steven E. Yuhas 
Anthony J. Zaharieff    
Phillip A. Zukowsky



We can’t do it without you.
ABLE and LAWO receive public and private 
funding. Below are the names of the funders
and the programs they support:

Ohio Community Service Council
AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention 
and Housing Opportunity Project

Ohio District 5 Area Agency on Aging
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Huron,
Seneca, Wyandot, and Crawford Counties 

PSA 3 Agency on Aging
Legal assistance to senior citizens in Allen,
Auglaize, Hancock, Hardin, Putnam, Mercer, 
and Van Wert Counties 

Area Agency on Aging, PSA 2
Legal assistance to senior citizens in
Champaign, Clark, Darke, Greene, Logan, Miami,
Montgomery, Preble, and Shelby Counties

Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio
Legal assistance to senior citizens in ten 
counties of LAWO’s service area. 
Ombudsman Program advocating for residents 
of nursing homes, adult care facilities, and 
consumers receiving in-home care services

City of Toledo Department of Economic and
Community Development
Federal Community Development Block Grant
funds supporting legal assistance in housing
and other matters for low-income City of Toledo
residents

The Community Technology Fund of Ohio
Creation of an Urgent Response System to 
provide increased access to legal services to
rural counties 

The Dayton Foundation
Senior Outreach Project for legal presentations
to seniors in Montgomery and Greene Counties

Equal Justice Works
AmeriCorps Pro Bono Legal Corps Project

Greene County Department of Job 
and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County
assistance

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation
Support of ABLE and LAWO area-wide services,
Legal Aid Line, and the migrant program

Internal Revenue Service 
Low Income Taxpayer Clinic to assist people with
controversies on federal income tax matters

Legal Services Corporation
Support of LAWO area-wide services

Lucas County Mental Health Board
Advocacy on behalf of consumers within the
mental health system, including outreach 
visits to area mental health agencies and 
community groups

Lucas County Department of Jobs 
and Family Services
Program to remove legal barriers to employment
and self-sufficiency

Miami County Department of Job 
and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County
assistance

Miami County Foundation
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) presentations
in Miami County

Maumee Valley Presbytery
Legal assistance to migrant workers

Montgomery County Department of Job 
and Family Services
Legal assistance to residents eligible for County
assistance

Montgomery County Juvenile Court
Legal assistance to residents who needed legal
help with issues before the Juvenile Court

Paul Newman
Legal assistance to victims of domestic violence

Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services
Legal assistance to victims of domestic violence
in 14 northern rural counties 

Social Security Administration 
Benefits planning and information on Social
Security Work Incentives

Toledo Legal Aid Society
Legal assistance in domestic relations issues 
in Lucas County

United States Department of Justice
Legal Assistance to Victims Project – legal 
assistance to victims of domestic violence and
support of collaborative relationships with shelters
and victim assistance agencies

United Way of Defiance County
Legal assistance to low-income residents 
of Defiance County 

United Way of Fulton County
Legal assistance to low-income residents 
of Fulton County

United Way of the Greater Dayton Area
Legal assistance to low-income residents 
of Montgomery, Greene, and Preble Counties
through programs that assist families and the 
disabled and elderly, and provide education on
legal rights and responsibilities to youth

United Way of Greater Toledo
Legal assistance to low-income residents 
of Lucas, Wood, and Ottawa Counties



Support & Revenue

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) ..............$3,404,753

Legal Services Corporation (LSC)..........................$2,428,587

Other grants and contracts ..................................$2,023,614

Fundraising and special event ................................$137,230

Miscellaneous interest and other income ..................$34,809

Total ..................................................................$8,028,993

Expenses

Compensation and benefits..................................$5,527,964

Contract services ..................................................$594,669

Operating costs ..................................................$1,213,676

Travel, Support, and Training ..................................$322,347

Miscellaneous ........................................................$146,795

Total ..................................................................$7,805,451

2004 Combined Record of Service

• 17,005 closed cases
• 43,292 individuals benefited across 30 Ohio counties
• $4,202,971* paid in monthly benefits
• $4,627,339* paid in lump sum awards

* obtained benefits and awards in areas of child support, spousal support, unemployment compensation, 
supplemental security income, debt write-off, disability assistance, food stamps, and damages.
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Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc.
Administrative office
520 Madison Avenue, Suite 640
Toledo, OH 43604

419.724.0030
Fax 419.321.1582
Toll-free 1.877.894.4599
TDD: 419.259.2883

www.lawolaw.org
Offices in Dayton, Defiance, Fremont, 
Lima, Mansfield, Sandusky, 
Springfield, and Toledo, Ohio

2004-05 Boards of Trustees

William J. Bingle – President
Attorney, Bingle & Henderson
Toledo, Ohio

Laurie J. Pangle – Vice President
Attorney, Spengler Nathanson PLL
Toledo, Ohio

James Stahler – Vice President
Clayton, Ohio

Paula Holt – Secretary
Maumee, Ohio

David J. Coyle – Treasurer
Attorney, Shumaker, Loop 

& Kendrick
Toledo, Ohio

Mary Anne Burns
Attorney, Lucas County Board 

of Mental Retardation
Toledo, Ohio

April Crawford
Defiance, Ohio

Melissa Peper Firestone
Attorney, Peper Law Firm
Napoleon, Ohio

John F. Hall
Attorney
Fremont, Ohio

Terry Hart
Attorney
Urbana, Ohio

Leola Haynes
Toledo, Ohio

Justice G. Johnson, Jr.
Attorney, Marshall & Melhorn LLC
Toledo, Ohio

James Knepp, II
Attorney, Robison, Curphey 

& O'Connell
Toledo, Ohio

John Kostyo
Attorney
Findlay, Ohio

Maria Redieck
Risingsun, Ohio

Patricia Rousseau
Attorney, Montgomery County 

Public Defenders Office
Dayton, Ohio

J. David Ruffner II
Attorney, Chernesky, Heyman 

& Kress PLL
Dayton, Ohio

Clayton Rusch
Toledo, Ohio

Oretta Smith
Port Clinton, Ohio

Patty Spencer
Sidney, Ohio

David Ward (Emeritus)
Attorney/Mediator
Presque Isle, Michigan

Kathryn Watson
Toledo, Ohio

Rebecca West-Estell
Attorney
Toledo, Ohio

Mary Wiseman
Attorney, Coolidge, Wall, Womsley 

& Lombard Co. LPA
Dayton, Ohio

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc.
Administrative office
520 Madison Avenue, Suite 740
Toledo, OH 43604

419.255.0814
Fax 419.259.2880
Toll-free 1.800.837.0814
TDD: 419.259.2883

www.ablelaw.org
Offices in Dayton and Toledo, Ohio

Together, we do 
the community justice.


