


These numbers do not include the additional thousands of 
people who have benefited from materials and information 
found on our website; pro bono legal assistance clinics; 
attendance at community legal education presentations 
and trainings; continuing legal education presentations for 
lawyers; and, outreach visits to homeless and domestic 
violence shelters, senior centers, health clinics, nursing 
homes, and migrant labor camps.

* obtained benefits and awards in areas of child 
support, spousal support, unemployment 
compensation, supplemental security income, 
debt write-off, disability assistance, food stamps, 
and damages.
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ABLE and LAWO are law firms for low-income people who cannot afford a lawyer. 
We work together with our many partners and supporters to ensure that the 
disenfranchised and vulnerable in our communities have equal access to our system 
of justice. 

The economic slowdown has taken a harsh toll on the 32-counties served by 
LAWO and ABLE, with thousands of hard-working people living in poverty. Those 
who come to us for help are in crisis, with most facing financial emergencies and 
struggling to meet life’s basic needs. The numbers of people living in poverty is 
staggering – one in eight across the U.S.

Behind the numbers are real people – our friends and neighbors – who are striving 
for genuine and lasting improvement in their quality of life. The pressures of 
poverty, driven by housing and medical costs, lack of adequate government safety 
net programs, and poor educational opportunities, are what bring people to the 
breaking point. 

As lawyers and advocates, we make a dramatic difference in the lives of our clients. 
Every day we approach our work with urgency and intensity necessitated by the dire 
circumstances of our clients and the communities in which they live. Our attorneys 
and other advocates join with clients in their fight against poverty, injustice, and 
disparity to ensure that they will not be an afterthought in the wake of the nation’s 
economic recovery.

ABLE and LAWO are dedicated to empowering people to rebuild their lives and 
become independent and self-sufficient. Our work combines community outreach, 
education, litigation, and policy advocacy – all designed to make a tangible 
difference in our clients’ lives.

Together, we are making a significant difference in the lives of our clients and our 
community.  Together, we do the community justice.



Working to make breathing easier for Nicholas and his grandparents.

Born prematurely, Nicholas weighed two pounds, nine ounces at birth. Like most premature infants, his lungs were under-developed and 
he needed a machine to help him breathe. His grandparents understood that premature babies have a higher risk of getting very sick, 
especially if they contract a virus known as respiratory syncytial virus (RSV). This virus poses a significant risk to children with under-

developed lungs, causing chronic pulmonary complications and sometimes even death. Nicholas’ pulmonologist prescribed Synagis®, 
a medicine that helps prevent children like Nicholas from contracting RSV. Because Nicholas was covered by 

Medicaid, his grandparents didn’t think twice about following the doctor’s orders; however, when 
they scheduled Nicholas for his shot, the state denied their request for the shots. 

Not willing to risk their grandson’s health, they pulled together what 
resources they could and paid the $1,800 for the first of two doses 

Nicholas would need before the RSV season was over. They then 
joined a group of other parents of premature infants represented by 

Legal Aid who filed a complaint on their behalf against the state for 
illegally and arbitrarily placing exclusions on federally mandated 

Medicaid coverage for the physician-recommended treatment for 
preventing illness caused by RSV. 

The Legal Aid attorneys working on this case were 
able to secure a settlement under Ohio’s Medicaid 
Program and Nicholas was approved for the shots 
he needed. This legal victory means that Nicholas, 
and other babies like him, will not be denied the 

medical care necessary to keep him healthy.



The Mobile Benefit Bank continues to identify both benefits for 
clients and client legal needs in a holistic approach to service 
delivery. Using mobile technology, AmeriCorps members reach 
out to community members to provide access to public benefits 
to populations who are eligible, but for one reason or another, 
are not accessing them. 

Through an increase in funding from the Toledo Community 
Foundation, the model originally developed in Lucas County was 
expanded to Wood County. Since the inception of the project 
in 2009, 1,742 clients have been enrolled providing assistance 
to almost 3,000 household members. Home Energy Assistance 
Program (HEAP), prescription assistance, Healthy Start, Healthy 
Families, and Medicaid assistance are among the benefits 
procured. Nutrition assistance totaling $1.6 million in annual 
allotments have been obtained for 535 households. More than 
$269,800 in tax refunds and credits have also been obtained for 
clients. 

The Toledo Medical Legal Partnership for Children (MLPC) is a 
unique program in which doctors and lawyers work together to 
provide legal services to pediatric patients and their families on 
a broad range of issues that affect child health and wellbeing. 
Patients served by the MLPC are the most vulnerable in our 
community – children living in poverty.

The MLPC is a collaborative partnership among LAWO, ABLE, 
Mercy Children’s Hospital and Mercy Family Care Center, 
and University Pediatrics at the University of Toledo Medical 
Center. In 2011, the MLPC assisted 367 people, including adults 
and children – and secured $45,000 in financial benefits for 
clients. MLPC staff and advocates participate in a wide range of 
community coalitions and work with a number of community 
partners to improve health and wellbeing outcomes for children. 
In the course of providing legal assistance to clients, MLPC 
attorneys have identified systemic education advocacy and 
healthy homes advocacy as significant areas of need.
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An overwhelming number of people with mental disabilities 
are living in poverty and have poor physical health. LAWO and 
ABLE’s experienced attorneys and advocates assist mental 
health consumers on housing issues, consumer debt matters, 
SSI/SSD questions, Medicaid problems; secure food stamps, 
and other government benefits; and, legal matters. We help 
secure supplemental security income or social security disability 
income, and we represent individuals who are unable to 
work due to a disability. The assistance we provide is critical 
to help consumers become self-sufficient, to escape or avoid 
homelessness, and to receive the treatment they need. In 2011, 
legal assistance was provided to 112 mental health consumers. 
Our advocates secured more than $560,000 for consumers in the 
form of benefits and other awards. 

These figures included lump sum awards, monthly awards, 
and the value of Medicaid benefits. ABLE and LAWO, along 
with other support services play a critical role in long-term 
stabilization for those with mental health problems. 
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ABLE and LAWO provide assistance to homeowners at risk of 
losing their home to foreclosure through a Homeownership 
Preservation project. Attorneys provide a high volume of 
representation in foreclosure cases and on developing and 
litigating cases to accomplish systemic change and produce 
relief for a large number of homeowners. In addition, LAWO 
and ABLE were the recipients of a U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) grant that allows attorneys and 
advocates to focus on foreclosure rescue scams. Advocacy 
in this area includes outreach to community groups and 
collaboration with fair housing agencies to identify individuals 
who may have been targeted by scam rescue operations. 
Typically these scams involve the homeowner paying the 
scam operators to help them avoid foreclosure. In reality, the 
operators abscond with the funds and do little if anything to 
assist the homeowner. 



Legal Aid Line, our telephone and online client application 
system, continues to focus on eliminating literacy, language, 
and geographic barriers to access to legal assistance. In 
2011, Legal Aid Line’s partnership with LAWO resulted in the 
completion of the Spanish language version of the A2J Online 
Intake application – a project made possible through a Legal 
Services Corporation Technology Initiative Grant. 

The Spanish language version of the online intake application 
provides equal access opportunities to the Spanish-
speaking Limited English Proficiency (LEP) population in our 
32-county service area. Online intake continues to account for 
approximately one-third of all applications. Close to 7,000 online 
applications were submitted in 2011.

In the Dayton area, with the support of Human Services Levy 
(HSL) funding, LAWO is an active participant in a multi-agency 
coalition that addresses the needs of the frail elderly, many of 
whom do not have the ability to leave their homes to access 
services. Caseworkers from senior social services agencies turn 
to LAWO when their frail elderly clients need legal assistance to 
address barriers to health, safety, and security. 

Through education, cross-trainings, referrals, advocacy, and 
individual legal representation, LAWO has been successfully 
addressing legal issues such as domestic violence, elder abuse 
(including financial exploitation), housing problems (including 
landlord/tenant and foreclosures), consumer/financial problems, 
access to Medicaid, wills, and durable powers of attorney. 
With HSL funding, LAWO can provide assistance to clients with 
household incomes above its usual 125% of poverty guideline, 
making it possible to assist many more elderly individuals who 
would not have access to a private attorney.



For the past several years, LAWO and ABLE have partnered with 
several community organizations in the Toledo area to assist re-
entering prisoners with legal issues focused on housing access 
and barriers to employment. As part of the coalition, ABLE and 
LAWO have recruited volunteer attorneys and law students to 
assist with the clinics and legal work. 

In 2011, teams of LAWO attorneys and volunteers worked with 
144 inmates inside Northwest Ohio prisons at least six months 
prior to their release. This six-month head start allows the legal 
team to proactively identify and solve legal issues that otherwise 
would prevent successful re-entry. The project also established 
a program where attorneys represent inmates via video 
conference before the Toledo Municipal Court. Through this 
program, the Court suspended 53 bench warrants, terminated 
two participants’ probation, dismissed 10 active cases, and 
suspended or waived more than $27,000 in fines and court costs, 
making it possible for reentering individuals to return to the 
community with fewer impediments to obtaining their drivers 
license and employment. 

During the sixth year of the CLAS program, LAWO continues to 
provide services to low-income litigants in the Toledo Municipal 
Court in housing and debt collection cases. 

In 2011, the CLAS project received 128 new applications and 
continued providing services to 104 clients with cases opened 
before the period. Of the new cases, CLAS staff provided 
comprehensive representation in 82 cases; brief counsel and 
advice in 30 cases; and referrals to other sources of assistance 
and general information about the program in the remaining 
cases. More than $174,683 in monetary benefits was secured for 
clients in 2011. These benefits include debts that were reduced or 
eliminated in debt collection cases, and awards of damages. 

The CLAS staff also successfully stopped debt collection activity 
in 34 cases, reduced the debt or judgment against clients in nine 
cases, helped clients avoid a garnishment or levy in two cases, 
prevented evictions in 37 cases, and delayed evictions in 18 
cases, giving the client time to find alternative housing.
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ABLE’s Microenterprise Legal Assistance Project is a community 
development initiative that serves entrepreneurs and small 
business owners in Lucas County. The Project is designed to 
facilitate economic empowerment in low-income and minority 
populations in Northwest Ohio, bringing wealth to communities, 
creating jobs, and broadening economic equality for historically 
disadvantaged groups. ABLE attorneys provide both brief advice 
and extended legal services to entrepreneurs who cannot afford 
an attorney. Pro bono attorney volunteers also provide free legal 
advice through business legal clinics held in the community. 
Since its inception, the Project has served more than 120 
individuals with brief advice or extended service cases and close 
to 300 others through outreach and education. 

Through the generous support of pro bono attorneys in the 
Toledo area, the Project has provided legal assistance that 
includes advising a community group on incorporation and how 
to obtain federal non-profit status, drafting a gallery contract 
for a stone sculptor, providing intellectual property advice for a 
student with a technology start-up idea, and helping a bicycle 
rickshaw company obtain city licensure. The Project, also 
involves an initiative to create a community-based microloan 
program for Lucas County entrepreneurs. A Toledo Microlending 
Advisory Council has been created to explore the creation of a 
Toledo-based microlending institution. 

Empowering Eve to be a successful business owner.

Eve is considering opening a neighborhood community center in the inner 
city that would focus on providing after school activities, mentoring, 
and tutoring. Eve knows a lot about kids, but as a 
minority female starting a new business, she had 
a lot to learn. While attending a class on setting 
up and running a small business, Eve heard 
about a small business legal clinic offered at no 
cost by Legal Aid. Eve had questions on entity 
choice and whether she should become a non-
profit organization. She also had some fears about 
interacting with the government. She attended 
the clinic and after speaking to a pro bono attorney 
who talked with her about the best way to 
structure a non-profit business, Eve felt 
empowered to move forward with her 
plans. Affirmation that she is on the 
right track with her ideas provided 
Eve with the courage to stick with 
her dream of establishing her own 
organization.



ABLE’s Ombudsman Program promotes and protects the rights 
of residents of long-term care facilities and services. With a 
focus on empowering residents to become self-advocates 
and improving the quality of life and care for residents, the 
Ombudsman Program documented more than 4,000 hours 
addressing issues of wrongful discharge and evictions from 
facilities, unattended or unnoticed symptoms, denial of a 
resident’s right to exercise choice, denial of civil and consumer 
rights, misadministration of medications, incidence of accidents 
or injuries of unknown origins, lack of dignity and respect by 
staff, and insufficient care plans. Staff opened a total of 507 
cases, received 589 requests for assistance that were not cases 
or complaints, and closed 401 cases. Overall, 1,096 individuals 
were assisted by the Ombudsman Program.

Licensed Volunteer Ombudsman Associates are critical to 
the success of the Ombudsman Program. In 2011, associate 
ombudsman contributed nearly 3,000 hours advocating on 
behalf of consumers of long-term care services. 
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Dave Allman
Linda Apling
Barbara Applebaum
Marie Aubry
Timothy Barker
Sheila Beck
Stephanie Beckman
Kathy Bednarski
Jill Bixlera
John Bombrys
Susan Borkovich
Melissa Burke-Skoney
Annette Churchill
Irene Csayni
Donald Cummings
Glenda Cummings
Jeanne Dempsey
Marie Fallon
Barbara Falls

Doris Fauble
Evelyn Feiger
Mary Franks
Emily Fry
Linda Gamber
Angelo Gangas
Rebecca Ganske
Howard Goldman
Marcy Gregory
Anne Guiberson
Sandy Hamilton
Peggy Hancock
Priscilla Harrison
Carol Hayes
Lynda Humbert
John Jacobs
Frank Kohler
Sue Lange
Rita Lessentin
Sheri Luedtke

2011 Certified Ombudsman Associates

Sylvia Manson-Righi
Helen Martaus
Jerry Matheny
Marilyn Miller
Phyllis Morton
Sharon Musch
Patricia Nyler
Julie Otterson
Dorothy Pettaway
Elaine Roy
Colleen Ryder
Peter J. Seniuk
Sandi Sparks
John Stevenson
Nancy Stevenson
Therese (TJ) Symons
Janet Tadsen
Cathy Taylor
Jennifer Wagner



In September 2011, ABLE began a project to address problems 
associated with poverty and a lack of economic opportunities 
in one of Toledo’s struggling neighborhoods. Known as the 
“Old South End,” the area suffers from declining housing stock, 
increased crime and other problems associated with escalating 
poverty. Attorneys with the project work with community-
based groups to plan for long-term solutions, specifically on 
housing-related matters, looking to create practices that can 
be applied to other struggling communities. By learning about 
the history of the Old South End – how it has reacted through 
time to economic forces and residential patterns – combined 
with insight into current problems such as lack of economic 
enterprise, foreclosures and vacant properties, ABLE works with 
community groups to identify critical areas of concern that, if 
properly addressed, may lead to supporting broader positive 
change in the community. 

Now in its tenth year, ABLE’s Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic 
(LITC), provides Federal income tax information and advice to 
ESL (English as a Second Language) taxpayers in thirty-two 
counties in northwest and west central Ohio. The ABLE LITC 
also provides assistance to undocumented ESL taxpayers with 
tax controversies that primarily arise out of their attempts to 
adjust their immigration status or out of their attempts to file tax 
returns using Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers. 

ABLE advocates also continue to work with non-filers needing 
to file returns as a prerequisite to adjusting their immigration 
status, and to address identity theft and worker misclassification 
issues. Outreach is coordinated through ABLE’s migrant 
farmworker program. Outreach materials and educational events 
cover topics including worker classification, earned income 
credit, child tax credit, ITINs, the availability of LITC services, 
audits and examinations, notices of deficiency and the right to 
file in Tax Court, making work pay credits, and collections (liens 
and levies).



Assisting Leticia in finding fairness and freedom from harassment.

Leticia, a lawful permanent resident who worked as a migrant farmworker, contacted Legal Aid when she was fired by her 
employer and evicted from her grower-provided housing. She came to Legal Aid because she was afraid that she would end 

up homeless. After several meetings, however, her Legal Aid attorney determined that Leticia had been sexually harassed 
by her supervisor. Because she refused her supervisor's advances, he retaliated by having her wrongfully terminated and 
evicted by her employer. Leticia was reluctant to report the abuse because she needed her job and she was afraid that her 
life partner would be deported. She was also afraid that the migrant community where she lived might think she was 
responsible for the harassment. What Leticia didn’t know is that there are laws to protect her – sexual harassment is 

discrimination.

On behalf of Leticia, her attorney filed charges of discrimination with the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) and Ohio Civil Rights Commission (OCRC). The charge alleged discrimination based on sex 

and retaliation. The charges stated that Leticia's supervisor groped her, kissed her, touched her, exposed himself 
to her, demanded that she perform sexual acts on him, and punished her for refusing to comply with his 

demands for sex. The OCRC organized mediation sessions between Leticia's attorneys and the grower. 
Following months of negotiations and while the OCRC investigated the claims of the discrimination, a 

settlement was reached between the Leticia and her former employer. Leticia was awarded monetary 
compensation and a letter of reference from the employer stating that she always met her production 

standards while employed at the farm. In addition, the grower was made to implement a bilingual 
anti-harassment and anti-retaliation policy.

Leticia is grateful to her Legal Aid attorney for the settlement made on her behalf; equally 
important, she is proud to be a part of educating and encouraging others to speak out against 

discrimination and harassment.



This report is related to ABLE and LAWO’s combined operations budget 
and does not include revenue or expenses related to the Campaign for the 
Center for Equal Justice or the Legal Aid Foundation of Western Ohio. 

                                                                                       

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) 3,869,047 

2,948,876Legal Services Corporation (LSC) (LAWO)

3,251 , 141 Other grants and contracts

315,357Fundraising and special events

394,980 Miscellaneous income and gain on investments

302,557Application of reserves and transfers from 
Legal Aid Foundation of Western Ohio

                                                                            

8,680,761 

866, 171 

1 ,289,221 

164,901 

80,904

Compensation and benefits

Contract services

Operating costs

Travel, support, and training

Miscellaneous



Access to a Legal Aid lawyer often means access to healthcare, 
safety, food, and shelter. The Annual Campaigns for Equal Justice 
raise funds to support LAWO and ABLE’s efforts to help their 
clients gain equal access to justice. 

We are very grateful to those individuals, firms, foundations, and 
organizations who considered the Campaigns for Equal Justice 
among their 2011 charitable donations.  The collective impact of 
your donations has never been greater, nor has the dire need for 
your support.

Amount raised during the  
2011 Miami Valley Annual Campaign

Amount raised during the  
2011 Northwest Ohio Annual Campaign



Chair

Gary W. Auman

Ambassadors

Amy Blair
Shannon Bockelman
Jennifer Brogan
Richard Carr
Frederick Dressel
David M. Duwel
Caroline Gentry
Jennifer Hann Harrison
James Kelleher
Thomas Knoth
Thomas Kraemer
Erin Moosebrugger
David Pierce
John A. Smalley
Susan Solle
Mark E. Stone
Christopher Walker
D.K. Wehner
Brian Wildermuth
Nikole Xarhoulacos
Steve Yuhas
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Jenn Keeble
Mark E. Stone 
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Anonymous
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WilmerHale

Sustaining 
$1,000 to $1999

Gary W. Auman
Bieser Greer & Landis LLP
Cooper, Gentile, 

Washington & Meyer 
Co., LPA

Freund Freeze & Arnold
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Association
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D. Jeffrey Ireland
Scott A. King
Rogers & Greenberg LLP
Thompson Hine, LLP
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Mark R. Zunich
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$500 to $999

Robert P. Bartlett, Jr.
Todd B. Carver
Robert M. Curry
Darke County Bar 

Association
Dayton Power & Light Co.
Joan Drake Durham
Hon. Patrick John Foley
Karla Garrett Harshaw
Stanley A. Hirtle
Thomas N. Ingersoll
James W. Kelleher
Kathryn A. Lamme
Commissioner Deborah A. 

Lieberman
John C. & Linda Lombard
Charles W. Mahan
David Nadler
Thomas R. Noland
Hon. Walter H. Rice

Timothy G. Rice
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Edward L. Shank
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Mark E. Stone
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Phillip D. Wagar
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Adam R. Webber
Gary J. Weston
Steve W. Whiting

Supporting 
$300 to $499

Charles F. Allbery, III
Michael A. Baer
Dawn Bellinger
Karen D. Bradley
Melinda K. Burton
Richard F. Carlile
Richard L. Carr Jr.
Robert L. Caspar, Jr.
Rebecca A. Cochran

More than 8,000 Miami Valley residents called for help 

last year in dire need of legal services they could not 

afford. All contributions to the Campaign were used to 

help them secure equal access to justice.
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Jeffrey T. Cox
Thomas E. DeBrosse
Daryl R. Douple
Barbara A. Duncombe
Robert T. Dunlevey, Jr.
Charles J. Faruki
Kimberly Gambrel
Caroline H. Gentry
Thomas R. & Martha E. 

Gillogly
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Arvin Miller
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Robert J. Brown
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John A. Cumming
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Steven J. Davis
Miner O. Dickason
Peter J. Donahue
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Meg M. Evans
Patrick A. Flanagan
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Ellis Jacobs
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G. Hall Johnson
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Amy C. Mitchell
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Victoria L. Nilles
Allen R. Norris
Hon. Timothy N. O’Connell
Joseph C. Oehlers
Terry W. Parker
Derek A. Petrey
Hon. John S. Pickrel

Lisa S. Pierce
Mary Ann Poirier
Lawrence J. Prochaska
Magistrate Bonnie B. Rice
John P. Rieser
William A. Rogers, Jr.
Patricia E. Rousseau
Susan Rudd
Edwin L. Ryan, Jr.
Alan & Beth Schaeffer
Sebaly Shillito + Dyer
Charles D. Shook
Judi L. Sobecki
Lu Ann Stanley
Richard A. Talda
Tracy & Tracy Co., LPA
Bridget A. Tracy
Louis E. Tracy
Gretchen M. Treherne
Katrina L. Wahl
Thomas P. Whelley, II
Scott A. White
Merle F. Wilberding
Lori R. Withers-Cicero
John G. Witherspoon, Jr.
Marie Penny Wolff
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Friends 
Up to $99

Cynthia M. Adeyemi
Khadijah H. Ali
Anonymous
Deborah K. Badonsky
Nadine L Ballard
Jenna Lynn Beck
Janice C. Beckett
Janice I. Beers
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James E. Beyer
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Joseph P. Buchanan
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Mary M. Morgan
Mary Morris & Mary 
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Lee E. Young, Jr.
Scott Young
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Hollister LLP
University of Dayton Law 

School

Special Thanks

Boston Stoker
Dayton Bar Association
Ed Smith’s Flowers and 

Gifts
Nova Creative Group
Tom Sheibenberger
University of Dayton 

Department of Music
Western Ohio Graphics
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Getting Deidra’s son the educational help he needs to learn and develop.

Deidra’s 10 year old son is diagnosed with ADHD and anxiety disorder. For several years her son struggled in 
school and was labeled a difficult and bad child because he couldn’t focus. After his diagnosis, Deidra removed 
her son from private school and enrolled him in public school for the purpose of requesting a special education 
evaluation. She made a written request for the evaluation early in September. Her first meeting 
with the school was not scheduled until the end of October. By this time, her son’s grades 
dropped and his behavior became increasingly disruptive, resulting in multiple meetings 
with teachers, emails, and suspensions. The school introduced some interventions, but 
only utilized them sporadically. Deidra, a single mom with two other children, 
jeopardized her job by taking a week off of work so she could spend it with her 
son at school in order to figure out what was happening. 

On her own, she attended a session on advocating for children with disabilities 
where she met a lawyer with Legal Aid. With encouragement to be more insistent 
on getting the evaluation and meeting , she was able to finally secure an IEP 
(Independent Education Plan) for her son. Getting help from Legal Aid was the 
turning point for Deidra and her son. Not only did her attorney help her with her 
case, but Deidra also became more educated about how she could advocate for her 
son. The IEP was finally put into place, offering services and accommodations 
to her son. Since then, Deidra has begun helping others learn about 
advocating for their child’s special education issues – and she gives out 
information about Legal Aid to everyone who needs help.



Campaign Chairs

Paul T. Belazis
Robert J. Gilmer, Jr.
Joan C. Szuberla
J. Michael Vassar

Firm 
Ambassadors

Robert M. Anspach
W. David Arnold
William J. Bingle
John A. Borrell, Sr.
James D. Caruso
Patrick B. Cavanaugh
David A. Cole
David F. Cooper
David J. Coyle
Jennifer J. Dawson
Ralph DeNune, III
Craig F. Frederickson
R. Kevin Greenfield
Jessica Hamner
John A. Harris
Stephen D. Hartman
Denise M. Hasbrook
Timothy C. James
Thomas P. Kemp
Michelle L. Kranz

Francis J. Landry
Richard G. LaValley, Jr.
Richard S. MacMillan
Michael J. Manahan
Thomas J. McArdle
C. Thomas McCarter
John J. McHugh, III
Meredith L. Mercurio
Suzanne Belot Norton
Gregg A. Peppel
Milton E. Pommeranz
Stephen Roepke
Sheldon M. Slaybod
Steven R. Smith
Barbara J. Stutz
Paul F. Syring
William E. Takacs
Chad M. Tuschman
Peter Wagner
Marilyn L. Widman
Tybo A. Wilhelms
Patricia A. Wise
Rebecca E. Zietlow

Pacesetter
$5,000+

KeyBank National 
Association Trustee for 
the Walter E. Terhune 
Memorial Fund

Philip McWeeny
Owens Illinois Fund of the 

Charities Foundation

Thomas L. Young

Leadership
$2,000 to $4,999

Allotta, Farley & Widman 
Co., L.P.A.

Anderson Foundation
Anonymous
Russell A.  Kelm
Reminger Co., L.P.A.
Shumaker, Loop & 

Kendrick, LLP

Sustaining
$1,000 to $1,999

Richard H. Alston
R. Jeffrey & Kathleen R. 

Bixler
Bunda, Stutz & DeWitt, PLL
Cooper & Kowalski, LPA
David J. Coyle
Nicholas J. Cron
Greenfield, Killam & 

Frank, Ltd.
Jay A. Harris, III
Mary Ellen Heben
Law Enforcement Trust 

Fund, Julia R. Bates, 
Prosecuting Attorney

Michael J. Manahan
Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Douglas R. Melin
Joseph & Martha 

Membrino
Mark N. Mogavero
Thomas J. Schaffer
Joseph R. Tafelski & 

Jennifer Teschner
William E. Takacs
Ellen Vargyas
Marilyn L. Widman

The 2011 Campaign for Equal Justice for 

Northwest Ohio exceeded its fundraising goal with 

a record amount raised. Despite the challenges 

in our economy,  lawyers,  law firms,  businesses,  

foundations,  and individuals found a way to dig deep 

to support the critical missions of LAWO and ABLE. 
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Benefactor
$500 to $999

All Square, Inc.
W. David Arnold &  

Patricia J. Robb
Fritz Byers
Dr. & Mrs. Lachman 

Chablani
Lori W. Decker
Justice Andy Douglas
Bruce C. & Diane French
James W. Gearheart
Scott Hamner
Dick & Patricia Hanusz
Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.
John F. Kolbeck
Susan R. Martyn
Kevin C. Mulder
Nicholas F. Muska & 

Susan Hartman Muska
Thomas W. Palmer
Jerome Phillips
Gregory W. Robinette
Scott J. Savage
John J. Siciliano
Joseph A. Stancati
Robert V. & Leslie F. 

Sterling
John P. Stockwell

John L. Straub
Toledo Community 

Foundation
Hon. Thomas J. Tucker
Michael Vassar
Weber & Sterling, LLC
Tybo A. Wilhelms
Todd M. Williams

Supporting
$300 to $499

C. Philip Baither, III
William J. Bingle
Jacqueline M. Boney
James E. Brazeau
Eric D. Britton
Cheri A. Budzynski
James D. Caruso
Cary R. Cooper
Sheilah M. Crowley
Janis E. Susalla Foley
Betty Franks
Glenn & Sandy Galbreath
Lisa A. Grego
George Gusses
John F. Hayward
Justice G. Johnson, Jr.
Margaret J. Lockhart

Lyden, Liebenthal & 
Chappell, Ltd.

Richard S. MacMillan
Michael S. McGowan
Frank S. Merritt
Martin E. Mohler
John K.  Nelson
James H. O'Doherty
Mary S. O'Neill
Plassman, Rupp, Hagans 

& Newton
John R. Polofka
Gail M. Purdie
Jon D. Richardson
Joseph A. Rideout
Stephen C. Roach
Richard Ruppert, M.D. & 

Elizabeth Ruppert, M.D.
Magistrate Bradley E. 

Sales
James P. Silk, Sr.
Kyle Ann Silvers
Joan C. Szuberla
Thomas J. Szyperski
Hon. Mary Ann Whipple
Heather Wishart-Smith
David W. Zoll

Advocate
$100 to $299

Norman A. Abood
Mark C. Abramson
James S. Adray
Stephen F. Ahern
The Andersons
Anonymous
Magistrate Vernelis K. 

Armstrong
Jean E. Atkin
Laurie J. Avery
Robert J. Bahret
C. William Bair
Brian J. Ballenger
Brian Philip Barger
Mr. & Mrs. William I. 

Barkan
Behavioral Health 

Professionals of 
Northwest Ohio, Inc.

Paul T. Belazis
Michael D. Bell
Marshall A. Bennett, Jr.
Thomas C. Blank
Kevin J. Boissoneault
Aleta M. Bonini
Gene T. Borgstahl
Theodore A. Bowman

Charles E. Boyk
David A. Bryan
James G. Burkhardt
Mary Anne Burns
Robert W. Cabanski
Esteban R. Callejas
Casey & Slaybod
Patrick B. Cavanaugh
Diane E. Citrino
John A. Coble
The Collaborative, Inc.
Steven P. Collier
Robert J. Comes
Charles V. Contrada
David F. Cooper
Sarah J. Corney
Corpus Christi University 

Parish
Alvina R. Costilla
C. Craig Covrett
John Czarnecki
Stephen M. Dane
Michael P. Dansack, Jr.
Hon. Denise Ann Dartt
Gabrielle Davis
Peter A. Dewhirst
Thomas S. Douglas
Beth A. Eisler
Nancie Entenmann
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Francesco A. Ferrante
William G. Fischer
John B. Fisher
R. Michael Frank
Paul D. Frankel
Jonathan & Susan Frantz
Craig F. Frederickson
Frederickson, Heintschel & 

King Co., L.P.A.
Lawrence M. Friedman
Patricia Fugee
Fulton County Senior 

Programs
Thomas R. Furey
Jack G. Fynes
Ralph W. Gallagher
Jack E. & Kathryn Gallon
Thomas M. George
Terry L. Gernert
Ted C. Gillespie
Robert J. Gilmer, Jr.
Hon. George M. Glasser
Martin E. Goff
William H. Gosline
Arnold N. Gottlieb
Leola Green-Haynes
R. Kevin Greenfield
Teresa Grigsby
John P. Gustafson

Yolanda D. Gwinn
Elizabeth J. Hall
John F. Hall
Sandra A. Hamilton & 

Jorge Alfaro
Hon. Peter M. & Claudia 

Handwork
Harold M. Hanna
Anastasia & Paul Hanson
Stephen D. Hartman
Denise M. Hasbrook
Richard W. Heck
Thomas W. Heintschel
Tom R. Helberg
Hon. Jeffrey J. Helmick
Frederick E. Henning
Vaughn A. Hoblet, Sr.
Martin J. Holmes, Jr.
Catherine Griffing 

Hoolahan
Timothy J. Horne
Bradley F. Hubbell
Glenn N. & Lois Ingersoll
Frank D. Jacobs
Mark I. Jacobs
Marvin K. Jacobs
Patricia A. Jacobs
Timothy C. James
Jamille G. Jamra

Gary & Jeanne Johns
Donald L. Johnson, Jr.
Richard L. Johnson
Michael C. Jones
Frederick Kalmbach
Kalniz, Iorio &  

Feldstein Co., LPA
Robert Z. Kaplan
Thomas A. Karol
Robin M. Kennedy
Kevin J. Kenney
KeyBank Foundation
Kenneth Kilbert
Catherine H. Killam
William C. Kimmelman
Douglas W. King
Frances V. King
Kathleen W. Kolodgy
Alan S. Konop
Gerald R. Kowalski
Michelle L. Kranz
Paul M. Kraus
Kathleen A. Kress
Timothy D. Krugh
Hon. Timothy C. Kuhlman
Jon A. Lafferty
Melissa LaRocco
Steven K. Lauer
Peter N. Lavalette

Daniel J. LaValley
Richard G. LaValley, Jr.
Anita Levin
Joel A. Levine
Marilyn Brenner Levine
John M. Liming
Jay J. Lowenstein
Dennis A. Lyle
John D. Mackewich
Thomas G. Mackin
Nicholas D. Malone
Richard R. Malone
William T. Maloney
Law Offices of Margelefsky 

& Mezinko, LLC
Benjamin F. Marsh
Catherine B. Martineau
Andrew R. Masse
Kenneth J. Mauer
Gary & Beverly McBride
Timothy C. McCarthy
Hon. Frederick H. 

McDonald
Peter J. McHugh
Sarah Ann McHugh
Michael & Nancy 

McKelvey
Meredith L. Mercurio
Michael S. Messenger

Kenneth L. Mickel
Andrew W. Miller
Gerald L. Mills
James E. Morgan
Dennis E. Murray, Sr.
James L. Murray
Beverly & Vincent M. 

Nathan
Carter P. Neff
Charles D. Niehaus
Gary W. Osborne
Hon. S. Dwight Osterud
Laurie J. Pangle
Christopher F. Parker
Ericka S. Parker
Janet E. Pecquet
Gregg A. Peppel
B. Janelle Butler Phifer
Lisa E. Pizza
Milton E. Pommeranz
Lester & Eula Pressley
Bonnie R. Rankin
Barbara A. Rath
Cynthia L. Rerucha
Philip M. Rice
Hon. Reno R. Riley, Jr.
Mark F. Roberts
John M. Roca
Roetzel & Andress
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Peter G. Rost
Meghan Anderson Roth
Stephen A. Rothschild
Theodore M. Rowen
R. Paul Saggese
Robert S. Salem
Charles H. Sallah
Jonathan D. Sandys
Lourdes Santiago
Michael S. Scalzo
Hon. Lynn H. Schaefer
James E. Schaefer
Charles R. Schaub
Thomas L. Schlachter
Philip L. Schmidt
John D. Scouten
Mervin S. Sharfman
Hon. James R. Sherck
Gregory S. Shumaker
Sue A. Sikkema
David J. Simko
Hon. Arlene S. Singer
Sarah K. Skow
Anthony P. Sloma
Bruce L. Smith
Steven R. Smith
Kathryn S. Smoker
Keithley B. Sparrow
Scott E. Spencer

Carrie L. Urrutia 
Sponseller

Stephen J. Stanford
Thomas R. Stebbins
Daniel J. Steinbock
David P. Strup
James A. Sulewski
Gary M. Sutter
Deborah Sue Tassie
Joseph P. Thacker
Dr. Warren & Patricia 

Tipton
Michael J. Todak
Robert Charles Tucker
Peter S. Ujvagi
Craig J. Van Horsten
Trevor P. VanBerkom
Brian D. Vicente
Mark D. Wagoner, Jr.
James G. & Joan B. 

Walden
Marguerite E. Waldo
Richard S. Walinski
George C. Ward
Glenn Wasielewski
Linde Hurst Webb
Martin D. Werner
James W. White, Jr.
Kenneth I. White, Sr.

David W. Wicklund
Emily Ciecka Wilcheck
Douglas A. Wilkins
Brian R. Williams
Vernos J. Williams
David Francisco &  

Patricia A. Wise
Lisa K. Wiseman
Joseph L. Wittenberg
Sheldon S. Wittenberg
Cheryl F. Wolff
James E. Yavorcik
Kurt M. Young
Lami H. Youssef-Coyle
Rebecca E. Zietlow
Hon. Jack & Kathleen 

Zouhary
Thomas G. Zraik
Ralph C. Zychowicz

Friend
Up to $99

Rev. Howard Abts
Alfred Albright, Jr.
Heather L. Allred
Van Patrick Andres
Anonymous
Clare Cass Armbruster
Gregory L. Arnold

Jonathan M. Ashton
Tim A. Ault
Janine T. Avila
David R. Bainbridge
Kenneth C. Baker
Gregory E. Bakies
Hon. James E. Barber
Mark S. & Asha W. Barnes
Anthony Bayford
Magistrate Steven C. 

Bechtel
Margaret G. Beck
Gayle K. Beier
Michael J. Berebitsky
Stacy Berliner
Kaser S. Bhatti
Wayne W. Biggert
Dr. Martha Kreimer 

Birnbaum
Scott A. Blake
Magistrate John A. 

Blaufuss
Suzanne Bretz Blum
Kimberly Bogedain-Tiley
John H. Boggs
Samuel G. Bolotin
Brent L. Bondy
LuAnn K. Boone
Lois A. Bowlus

Thomas D. Brainard
James A. Brebberman
Margaret E. Bretzloff
Juanita Brittian
Allan J. Brogan
Susan L. Brotje
Phillip D. Browarsky
Marcus J. Brubaker
Kara Bruce
Michael A. Bruno
Robert W. Bryce
Building Owners and 

Managers Association
Steven M. Burke
Craig P. Burns
Patrick J. Burns
Thomas E. Cafferty
Susan L. Carter
C. Fred Charpie, III
Jonathan B. Cherry
Byron S. Choka
Dawn T. Christen
A. Thomas Christensen
E. Sharon Clark
Eddie M. Cole
Pariss Michael Coleman, II
Kimberly A. Conklin
David Rodman Cooper
Kevin J. Cooper
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Julie Coyle
Lisa Crawford-Nusser
Jennifer J. Dawson
Joseph P. Dawson
Peter O. Dellinger
David A. Dennis
Ralph DeNune, III
Anthony B. DiSalle
Randall C. Dixon
D. Edward Dolgorukov
Brandi L. Doniere
Michael D. Dorf
Renisa Annette Dorner
James A. Duggan
Owen Benton Dunn, Jr.
Marilyn Eichar
William C. Eickholt
Bradley C. Elrod
Gregg W. Emch
Stephen P. Evans
Gregory C. Farell
Larry D. Farley
Kevin M. Ferguson
David J. Fickel
Elizabeth M. Foley
Richard & Elaine Friedmar
Rosa Garcia
M. Catherine Garcia-

Feehan

Patricia Geraghty
Mark C. Geudtner
Jean Gibbons
Paul D. Giha
Gary M. Golden
Michael A. Gonzalez
Hon. Michael R. Goulding
Gressley, Kaplin &  

Parker, LLP
C. Drew Griffith
David G. Grude
Marcia S. Gurecky
Steven C. Hales
Nicholas J. Hammond
Jessica R. Hamner
Khary Hanible
Drew A. Hanna
Frederick H. Harper
Heidi N. Hartman
Patricia C. Hays
John P. Hayward &  

Patricia A. McCormick
David T. Henderson
Brian D. Heskamp
Nancy Hibbert
Christopher E. 

Hohenberger
William D. Holt
Gary E. Horn

Stephen E. House
Arthur C. Ingram
Allen W. Inks
Natalie Jo Jackson
Christine Johnson
Cherrefe A. Kadri
Janet G. Keener
Michael & Cindy M. Kirby
Roger P. Klee
Magistrate James R. 

Knepp, II
Jessica Knouse
Kimberly S. Kondalski
Louis S. Kovacs
Jeanette M. Kuhn
John Lamb
Frank J. Landry
John A. Landry
Bruce D. Lazar
Serena L. Lipski 
Brett Loney &  

Amy Waskowiak
Lynn Vuketich Luther
James F. Machen
Ty S. Mahaffey
Daniel J. Maloney
Suzanne Cotner Mandros
Veronica L. Martinez
Amanda Martinsek

Christine Mayle
Susan D. McClay
Daniel J. McCormick
L. Douglass McCrury
Tom McDonald &  

Liz Facey
Pat McGlothlin
Debra Ann McGuire
Jennifer A. McHugh
Edward T. Mohler
John B. Molnar
Ronald L. Nagy
Jacqueline S. Nathan
Amy McLean Natyshak
Colleen L. Neary
Ean T. Nelson
Susan B. Nelson
Lawrence W. & Carol 

Nichols
Stephen D. Nitschke
James F. Nooney
David W. Nunn
Isobel T. O'Brien
Jeremiah O'Brien
Maurice D. O'Connell
Joseph E. Odom
Tania J. Park-Thomas
Marion E. Parker
Debra A. Paterakis

Douglas V. Pavelko
Sarah E. Pawlicki
Rudolph A.  

Peckinpaugh, Jr.
Dirk P. Plessner
Benjamin S. Pryor
Charles E. Racine
Paul A. Radon
Hon.  M. Scott Ramey
David J. Rectenwald
Steven D. Reinbolt
George Kott Reiser
Michael D. Repass
Darrel L. Rice
Rene L. Rimelspach
Marquettes D. Robinson
Tonya Robinson
James L. Rogers
Mark H. Rose
Cynthia Ann Sanchez
Kathryn J.T. Sandretto 
Mark W. Sandretto
Mary L. Sawers
Denise Ford Saxon
Scheer, Green and  

Burke, Co., LPA
Thomas G. Schlageter
David G. Schlaudecker
Kate E. Schuyler
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Nicole Schwieterman
Tracy Blankenship Selis
Peter R. Silverman
David M. Smigelski
Mark J. Sobanski
Harold M. Steinberg
Harold L. Stevens
Jeffrey Mark Stopar
David W. Stuckey
Michelle T. Sullivan
Marie E. Suplica
Connie S. Swemba
Jeffrey W. Swiech
D. Casey Talbott
Cynthia G. Tesznar
Joseph M. Thomson
Steven Timonere
Paul H. Tobias
Kimberly J. Todd
Lafayette E. Tolliver
Nicole Snow Underwood
John H. Utsinger, Jr.
Jason M. Van Dam
Julita L. Varner
Carmen Vega-Perez
Kristin S. Wacha
Melissa M. Wagner
Peter J. Wagner
David A. Wallingford

Joseph M. Walsh
Bradley R. Waugh
Margaret J. Weinberger
Lucinda J. Weller
Rebecca L. West-Estell
Kenneth J. White
Keith A. Wilkowski
Laura A. Wilson
Susan Wilson
David G. Wise
Hon. Charles S. Wittenberg
Doris K. Wohl
Fairie L. Woods
Joyce A. Woods-Sansbury
Louis J. Yoppolo
Cynthia M. Zalewski
Maria Zapiecki
Amy L. Zawacki
James & Joni M. Zechman
Hon. Connie F. Zemmelman
Hon. Norman G. 

Zemmelman
Emily C. Zillgitt

In memory of Ian 
Huffman

Norman A. Abood

In honor of Jack Gallon

Kevin J. Boissoneault 

William E. Takacs

In memory of  
John T. Landwehr

John H. Boggs

In honor of  
Jim McCarthy

Diane E. Citrino

In memory of  
Melvin L. Resnick

William C. Eickholt

In memory of  
Richard A. 
Entenmann

Nancie Entenmann

In honor of  
Idell Woodard

Leola Green-Haynes

In honor of  
James Millon

George Gusses

In memory of  
Neil Light,  
Joseph Loeffler & 
Lyman Spitzer

Susan Hartman Muska

In memory of  
John T. Landwehr

William D. Holt

In memory of  
Marshall Desmond

Christopher E. 
Hohenberger

In memory of  
Rex C. Keener

Janet G. Keener

In honor of  
Michael McGuire

Debra Ann McGuire

In memory of  
Mark J. Mogavero

Mark N. Mogavero

In memory of Hon. 
William J. Skow

Martin E. Mohler

In memory of  
Michael T. Murray

Dennis E. Murray, Sr.

In memory of  
Johnny Pecquet

Janet E. Pecquet

In memory of  
Ophelia Garcia

Cynthia Ann Sanchez

In tribute to Hon. 
William J. Skow

Sarah K. Skow

In memory of  
Joseph Vargyas

Ellen Vargyas

Northwest Ohio



Leading Law Firms 
with 100% Attorney 
Participation

Cooper & Kowalski, LPA

Frederickson, Heintschel  
& King Co., LPA

Gallon, Takacs, 
Boissoneault &  
Schaffer Co., LPA

Greenfield, Killam  
& Frank, Ltd.

Malone, Ault & Farell

Maloney, McHugh & 
Kolodgy, Ltd.

Niehaus & Associates, Ltd.

Northwest Ohio

Saving John’s home.

Throughout his adult life John worked as a waiter in local restaurants. When he 
began having mental and physical disabilities that made it difficult for him to 
work, he applied for Social Security. When his application was denied, he was 
referred to Legal Aid for help. As his Legal Aid attorney assisted John with his 
Social Security application, he began to fall behind on his mortgage payments. 

Only six years from paying off his mortgage, John was in desperate need of income. 
His bank filed a foreclosure action against him and the local court appointed 

a pro bono attorney to help with his foreclosure. 

John’s Legal Aid attorney requested an expedited hearing from 
Social Security based on the possibility that John was in danger of 

becoming homeless. A sheriff’s sale of John’s home was scheduled 
when he received a favorable decision from Social Security. The 

sheriff’s sale was stopped and John, who is now receiving a 
retroactive settlement from Social Security, is working with 

his foreclosure attorney to save his home.



Award Reci pients

Community Advocacy 
Award 

Billie Johnson
Elizabeth S. Ruppert, M.D. 

Public Interest Law 
Award

Paul T. Belazis

Distinguished Service 
Award

Laurie J. Pangle

Co-Chairs

Angelita Cruz Bridges
Julie Brotje Higgins
Stephen A. Rothschild

Steering 
Committee

Michael J. Beazley
William J. Bingle
James E. Brazeau
Esteban R. Callejas
David J. Coyle
Dale R. Emch
Barbara F. Gessel
Matthew Hutchinson
James Irmen
Catherine H. Killam
Kathleen W. Kolodgy
David Kontur
Margaret J. Lockhart
Michael J. Manahan
C. Thomas McCarter
Richard A. Mitchell
Richard Parr, II
Greg Peppel
Kathryn Sandretto
James P. Silk, Jr.
Carrie L. Sponseller

Robert V. Sterling
Gregory Wagoner
Patricia A. Wise

Selection 
Committee

Richard Anderson 
Hon. James Barber 
Pam Howell Beach
Jennifer Dawson 
Hon. Charles Doneghy
Diane Ohns
Rhonda Sewell

Sponsors

Partner

Medical Mutual of Ohio
Mercy
O-I
Owens Corning
Titus Holdings LTD

Associate

R. Jeffrey & Kathleen R. 
Bixler

Comfort Line, Inc.
Gilmore, Jasion, & 

Mahler, LTD

HCR ManorCare
Health Care REIT, Inc.
LaValley, LaValley & Todak 

& Schaefer Co., L.P.A.
Malone, Ault & Farrell
Marathon Petroleum 

Company, LLC
Toledo Bar Association
Toledo Community 

Foundation
The Trust Company of 

Toledo
UBS Financial Services

Of Counsel

The Andersons, Inc.
Area Office on Aging of 

Northwestern Ohio
The Blade
Brooks Insurance
Buckeye Cable System
Cherry Street Mission 

Ministries
Cooper & Kowalski
Eastman & Smith, Ltd.
Fulton County Bar 

Association and
Fulton County Law Library 

Association

Gallon Takacs 
Boissoneault & Schaffer 
Co., L.P.A.

Greenwood, Killam, and 
Frank, Ltd.

Lamar Toledo
Law Enforcement Trust 

Fund, Julia R. Bates, 
Prosecuting Attorney

Maloney, McHugh & 
Kolodgy, Ltd.

Marshall & Melhorn, LLC
Murray & Murray Co., LPA
Niehaus & Associates, Ltd.
Ohio Legal Assistance 

Foundation
Robison, Curphey & 

O’Connell
Rohrbachers Cron 

Manahan Trimble
Zimmerman Co., LPA
Roman Catholic Diocese 

of Toledo
Shumaker, Loop & 

Kendrick, LLP
Spengler Nathanson P.L.L
University of Toledo 

College of Law
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Contributor

Aly Sterling  
Philanthropy, LLC

American Interiors, Inc.,  
Corporate Office 
Furnishings

Anonymous
The Collaborative Inc.
Connelly, Jackson & 

Collier, LLP
Cubbon & Associates
E.O.P.A.
Findley Davies
Lucas Metropolitan 

Housing Authority
Mitchell Law, LLC
Schindler, Neff, Holmes, 

Schlageter & Mohler, LLP
Signature Associates
James Stengle
Joseph R. Tafelski & 

Jennifer Teschner
Toledo Building Services
Toledo Fair Housing 

Center
Toledo-Lucas County Port 

Authority
UAW Region 2B

Supporter

Adelante Inc.
Alzheimer’s Association 

Northwest Ohio Chapter
Michael J. and Julie 

Beazley
Charles E. Boyk Law 

Offices, LLC
Brady, Coyle & Schmidt LTD
Estaban R.Callejas
Corpus Christi University 

Parish
Hon. Keila D. Cosme
Coy, Konieczny &  

Peppel, LLC
Barbara F. Gessel
Glass City Black Brothers 

United
Greater Toledo Urban 

League
Groth & Associates 

Attorneys at Law
John F. Hall
Congresswoman Marcy 

Kaptur
Kerger & Hartman, LLC
KeyBank
Lourdes College

Law Office of C. Thomas 
McCarter

Northwest Ohio 
Association of Legal 
Administrators

Law Office of Gary 
Osborne & Associates

Hon. S. Dwight Osterud
Poggemeyer Design 

Group
Rankin Law Office, LLC
Relman & Dane
Reminger Attorneys at 

Law
SeaGate Office Products
Spitler, Huffman, LLP
Thurgood Marshall Law 

Association
The Toledo Journal
Toledo-Lucas County 

Public Library
Toledo Women’s Bar 

Association
United Way of Greater 

Toledo
David A. Ward
Waterford Bank, N.A.
Weber & Sterling LLC
Tybo & Mary Jo Wilhelms

Willson Builders
Zepf Center
Law Office of Jeffrey C. 

Zilba

Tables

Dana Holding Corporation

Donations

Paul Goldberg
Herschel Accettola & 

Bloom
Areti Tsavoussis
Rebecca Zietlow

Special Thanks

Brenda Belair, Brooke 
Genson, H.O.T. Printing 
& Graphics

Jen Habrych

Northwest Ohio



Helping disabled adults like Debbie get health benefits they deserve.

When Debbie applied for Medicaid benefits, she was having liver problems. She also required back therapy and 
was unable to work because of pain. Like thousands of Ohioans who were denied timely health care benefits, 
Debbie waited more than two years to receive the medical help she desperately needed. Debbie is one of five 
individuals who joined the Ability Center of Greater Toledo in a class action lawsuit filed on their behalf by 
ABLE in 2010. 

In late 2011, ABLE won a Consent Decree that guaranteed more timely reviews for thousands of Ohioans 
with disabilities who had been in limbo waiting for health-care benefits. The Consent Decree that settled the 
class action lawsuit included Debbie and alleged that the excessive delays in reviewing cases caused many people 
to be denied Medicaid services for an unreasonable length of time. The settlement required the Ohio Department 
of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) to automatically enroll in Medicaid any individuals whose applications have 
been pending more than 90 days, and directs the agency to work toward permanently eliminating lengthy waits. 
At the time the case was filed, there were more than 22,000 applications pending with the ODJFS for more than 
90 days, with some like Debbie who had been waiting in excess of one year. Many of these individuals had severe 
disabilities, and were not able to obtain necessary medical care while their applications were pending. 

In addition to ordering the state agency to reduce the application backlog , the settlement calls for ODJFS 
to hire an outside vendor to help collect medical documentation needed by the county agencies for 
processing applications. This addition is a major redesign in the disability determination process. 
The change will mean more help for applicants who need to collect medical evidence necessary 
for their claims.



President 
David J. Coyle
Attorney-at-Law
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP
Toledo

Vice President
James L. Murray
Attorney-at-Law
Murray & Murray Co., LPA
Sandusky

Vice President
Susan Solle
Attorney-at-Law
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
Dayton

Secretary 
Khadijah H. Ali
Client Representative
Kettering

Treasurer
William J. Bingle
Attorney-at-Law
Maloney, McHugh & Kolodgy, Ltd.
Toledo

Rosie N. Brown
Client Representative
Toledo

Mary Anne Burns
Attorney-at-Law
Lucas County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities
Toledo

Esteban R. Callejas*
Attorney-at-Law
Bowling Green

Joyce Clarke
Client Representative
Dayton

Michelle Dewey
Client Representative
Delta

Prof. Bruce C. French *
Attorney-at-Law
Lima

Jacqueline Gaines *
Attorney-at-Law

Dayton

John F. Hall
Attorney-at-Law
Fremont 

Leola Haynes
Community Representative
Toledo

Justice G. Johnson, Jr.
Attorney-at-Law
Marshall & Melhorn LLC
Toledo

John Kostyo
Attorney-at-Law
Findlay

Marci Matthews
Client Representative
Archbold

Pat McGlothlin
Client Representative
Port Clinton

Laurie J. Pangle
Attorney-at-Law
Spengler Nathanson PLL
Toledo

David P. Pierce
Attorney-at-Law
Coolidge Wall Co. LPA
Dayton

Penny L. Hamilton
Client Representative
Xenia

Patricia Rousseau
Attorney-at-Law
Public Defenders Office
Dayton

Jeffrey S. Senney
Attorney-at-Law
Pickrel, Schaeffer &  

Ebeling Co., LPA
Dayton

Oretta Smith
Client Representative
Port Clinton

J. Michael Vassar
Attorney-at-Law
Toledo

Anna M. Walker
Client Representative
Toledo

*   2011 only
** ABLE Board Member Only



Kathryn Watson
Client Representative
Toledo

Diane Welborn
Community Representative
Dayton

Rebecca West-Estell
Attorney-at-Law
Toledo

Patricia A. Wise **
Attorney-at-Law
Niehaus & Associates, LTD
Toledo

Hon. Mary Wiseman
Montgomery County Court
of Common Pleas
Dayton

James Stahler (Emeritus)
Retired Social Worker
Clayton

David Ward (Emeritus)
Attorney-at-Law/Mediator
Columbus

Helping Faith to give back to the community.

Faith is a private attorney who was looking to give back to her 
community. When the foreclosure crisis hit, she volunteered with Legal 
Aid and received training and support for pro bono cases. Her first client, 
a single parent with several young children, was not able to make the 
monthly payments on her limited income. When served with a foreclosure 
notice, her client had filed an answer with the court on her own and the 
court ruled in favor of the lender. Faith took the case and worked with 
several Legal Aid attorneys to determine if there was a basis for filing 
an appeal. As a result of key legal issues identified by the team 
of attorneys, Faith was able to file the appeal and then 
negotiate a very favorable settlement for her client. 

Thanks to Faith and the expert advice provided 
by a Legal Aid team of foreclosure defense experts, 
the client and her children are able to stay in their 
home with a manageable payment plan.



Bill Abdallah
Karen R. Adams
Hon. Dennis J. Adkins
Dianne Adkinson
Joshua Albright
Charles F. Allbery, III
Jeffrey L. Amick
Andrew M. Anastasi
Melissa Angst
Adam C. Armstrong
James S. Armstrong
W. David Arnold
Matthew R. Arntz
Deborah Ashbaugh
Kevin W. Attkisson
James E. August
Stephen J. Axtell
Evelyn Bachman
Thomas Baggott
Gregory E. Bakies
Joseph E. Balmer, III
Hannah Barnhorn
N. Shannon Bartels
Robert P. Bartlett, Jr.
Phillip L. Beard
Jonathon L. Beck
Elizabeth A. Behrendt

David Beitzel
Paul T. Belazis
Kelly A. Bennington
Veronica N. Bennu
Molly R. Benson
Thomas Berry
Zachary J. Beutler
Martin A. Beyer
Alan A. Biegel
Irvin G. Bieser, Jr.
R. Scott Blackburn
Erik R. Blaine
James L. Blunt, II
L. Michael Bly
Shannon Bockelman
Jerome B. Bohman
Ernest E. Bollinger
Anna  Bonarrigo
Jacqueline M. Boney
Michael R. Botros
Richard A. Boucher
Kevin Braig
Douglas Brannon
Dwight D. Brannon
Todd Brannon
Randall Breaden
Donald Brezine

The economic slowdown has taken its toll on the 32 counties 
served by ABLE and LAWO, with thousands of hard-working 
people living in poverty. Facing critical budget shortfalls for 
the past three years, LAWO and ABLE continued to rely on 
pro bono programs to secure volunteer lawyers. The time, 
hard work, and dedication of local volunteer attorneys made 
it possible to provide legal assistance to even more clients. 
Pro bono attorneys help fill the gaps for those who would 
otherwise go unrepresented in legal matters that affect their 
lives.

ABLE and LAWO maintained our long standing partnerships 
with pro bono legal services programs, including the Greater 
Dayton/Miami Valley Volunteer Lawyers Project (VLP) and 
the Toledo Bar Association (TBA) Pro Bono Legal Services 
Program. Both programs, along with the LAWO and ABLE 
Private Attorney Involvement (PAI) program recruit hundreds 
of lawyers each year who represent thousands of low income 
clients throughout our service area. The programs provide 
opportunities in a number of legal areas for attorneys and 
other legal professionals to find meaningful pro bono work. 
LAWO is a major funder of the VLP and the TBA Pro Bono 
Legal Services Program.

Volunteer lawyers also participate in outreach programs, 
make community legal education presentations, and co-
counsel cases with other volunteers and Legal Aid attorneys. 

Volunteers Who Provided Pro Bono Services



Jennifer M. Brill
J. Bruce Brimley
Jennifer L. Brogan
Phillip D. Browarsky
Christi L. Brown
Dan Brown
Garth W. Brown
Jennifer N. Brown
Sarah Brown
Ryan Brunk
Jennifer Brush
Carl Bryan
Michael J. Burdge
Ronald L. Burdge
Lawrence T. Burick
Stacey L. Burns
Chad E. Burton
Rachel Butt
John R. Butz
John C. Califf
James L. Caplinger
Trinity Car
Timothy L. Carlin
Richard L. Carr, Jr.
Jack Carter
Julius Carter
Robyn Carter
Sarah B. Carter
James D. Caruso

Mary Beth Caudill
Wendy Cedoz
Walter J. Celley
Peter R. Certo
F. Stephen Chamberlain
John C. Chambers
Christopher D. Clark
Kristi L. Clark
William E. Clark
Nathan Clinard
Kelly Cline
John M. Cloud
John E. Clough
Wanda Coats
Patricia Colegrove
Michael T. Columbus
Brooks A. Compton
W. Michael Conway
Scott Coon
Janet K. Cooper
Russ B. Cope
Brent Copeland
James Courter
Christopher F. Cowan
Jeff Cox
David J. Coyle
Nicholas J. Cron
Thomas P. Croskey
Gillian Crowl

John C. Cunningham
David J. Cusack
R. Casey Daganhardt
Mark E. G. Davis
Steven J. Davis
Timothy J. Dawe
Christopher A. Deal
Steven O. Dean
Lindsey Deck
Joyce M. Deitering
Kent Depoorter
Mark A. Deters
Matthew DiCicco
J. Conrad Dillon
Lynette P. Dinkler
John R. Doll
Peter J. Donahue
John (Jack) D. Donaldson
Mark Donatelli
Richard Donenfeld
Daryl R. Douple
Joseph A. Downing
Edward Duffy
Susi Dugan
Paul Hanley Duggan
John M. Dunipace
Joshua A. Dunkle
Karen T. Dunlevey
Aaron G. Durden

David M. Duwel
Katherine L. Early
John M. Ebersole
Robert J. Eilerman
John Elder
Howard Alden Elliott, II
Steven E. Elliott
Nicholas Endsley
Christopher Epley
Lauren Epperley
Herbert Ernst, Jr.
C. Marshall Esler
Lorena Esparza
Stanley R. Evans
Rebecca L. Fahim
Lee C. Falke
Steven R. Fansler
Jason R. Farley
Gene Farmer
Valerie J. Fatica
Mark S. Feuer
John Filkins, III
Theodore O. Finnarn
Robert B. Fitzgerald
James P. Fleisher
Jason N. Flower
Canice J. Fogarty
Nicole Fox
Sarah Fox

Anne M. Frayne
Bruce C. French
Keith A. Fricker
Gary L. Froelich
Scott Ganow
Gregory M. Gantt
Phillip R. Garbig
Gregory Garner
Charles F. Geidner
Erik Geiger
Spencer German
Daniel F. Getty
Douglas W. Geyer
Gary Gottschlich
Nicholas G. Gounaris
Dalma Grandjean
Thomas M. Green
Douglas B. Gregg
Robert L. Gresham
James N. Griffin
Edwin Grinvalds
Jonas J. Gruenberg
Dennis E. Gump
Gerald E. Gunnoe
Michael E. Gutmann
Christine M. Haaker
Philip E. Haffenden
Patrick F. Haggerty
Thomas Hale



Janet E. Hales
James A. Hammer
Julie C. Hammond
Paul D. Hancock
Harold (Hal) M. Hanna
Diane Hanson
Elisa L. Harmon
Sean H. Harmon
James H. Hart
John E. Hart
Bridget D. Hawkins
Brandon C. Hedrick
Richard H. Hedrick
Dennis Heitz
Tom R. Helberg
James K. Hemenway
Richard Hempfling
Lawrence Henke, III
Elizabeth W. Henley
Mark A. Herder
David P. Herier
Douglas A. Hess
Ralph E. Heyman
John P. Hilgeman
Benjamin Hiser
Lauren Kimberly Danek 

Hoffa
Jennie Hoffman
Carol J. Holm

Thomas A. Holton
John B. Huber
William E. Huber, II
Jonathan F. Hung
Carroll E. Hunt
Deborah D. Hunt
Nathan C. Hunt
Tonya Jo Hunter
Dustin Hurley
Kenneth J. Ignozzi
Glenn N. Ingersoll
Thomas J. Intili
Francisco A. Irizarry
David S. Jablinski
James L. Jacobson
Robert E. Jacques
Michelle James
Mary Lynch Jarrell
Matthew T. Jewson
Jeanne Johns
Jerry M. Johnson
Lindsey M. Johnson
Robert C. Johnston
Patrick Jones
Taylor Jones, Jr.
John Juergens
Richard L. Kaplan
Alan M. Kappers
Keith R. Kearney

Ronald D. Keener
Rodney D. Keish
James W. Kelleher
Marvin E. Keller
C. Bradford Kelley
Robert T. Kelsey
Laurel A. Kendall
Thomas W. Kendo, Jr.
Catharine D. Kidd
Charles Y. Kidwell, Jr.
Eli W. Kiefaber
Jessica Kimes
William C. Kimmelman
Louie R. Kindell
Scott A. King
Virginia M. King
Tami L. Kirby
James R. Kirkland
Alan R. Kirshner
Kimberly S. Kislig
John Kissh, Jr.
Katherine A. Klaeren
Stephen E. Klein
Marci Levine Klumb
Thomas A. Knoth
John H. Koehler
Anthony E. Kohler
Julia Kolber
John F. Kolberg

Patricia A. Kovacs
Thomas R. Kraemer
Leo F. Krebs
Kenneth J. Krochmal
Judy LaMusga
Valerie A. Lang
Jeffrey R. Lankenau
David E. Larson
Laurence A. Lasky
John T. Lawrence
Walter M. Lawson, III
David L. Layman
Michael A. Ledbetter
Mick Leddy
Anthony J. Lehman
Gary J. Leppla
Dr. Hilary Lerman
Scott A. Liberman
Joshua Liles
Greg Lind
Carol Perritt Lindstrom
Thomas P. Liptock
Margaret Lockhart
Amy Long
Stephen D. Long
Alvin Lopez
Jose M. Lopez
Kermit F. Lowery
Thomas E. Luettke

Roger Luring
Brian Lusardi
L. Anthony Lush
Jane M. Lynch
Deborah L. Mack
Kathryn M. Mack
Claire Denisco Mackey
Thomas G. Mackin
Crofford J. Macklin, Jr.
Martin L. Malloy
Barry W. Mancz
Ed Marks
Brandin Marlow
James J. Martin
Julia Martin
Dianne F. Marx
Kristina Masterson
Joseph P. Mattera
Craig T. Matthews
Frederic E. Matthews
Ronald J. Maurer
Andrew R. Mayle
Thomas C. McCarter
Brandon McClain
Becky McClennen
Sean P. McCormick
Gerald L. McDonald
John J. McHugh, III
Stephen M. McHugh



Christine McLaughlin
Glen R. McMurry
David M. McNamee
Jeffrey McQuiston
Jerry A. Meadows
Eric A. Mertz
David P. Mesaros
Beverly A. Meyer
Jonathan Meyer
Daniel R. Michel
Kenneth L. Mickel
Drew J. Mihalik
David R. Miles
Andrew W. Miller
Karen Miller
Michael B. Miller
Keith L. Mitchell
Matthew A. Molloy
Jeffrey J. Mondville
David H. Montgomery
Sherita Moore
Erin Moosbrugger
Carla J. Morman
Charles Morrison
Jennifer Mueller
Nancy A. Nash
David A. Neuhardt
Rebekah S. Neuherz
James D. Neumeyer

Sarah N. Newland
John Nicholson
Thomas R. Noland
T. Hamilton Noll
P. Christian Nordstrom
Jane Novick
Wayne P. Novick
James S. Nowak
Cristy Oakes
Joseph C. Oehlers
W James Owen
Gregory S. Page
Lois A. Palau-Ulm
Erika S. Parker
Melissa Patzek
James Pauley
Stacey Pavlatos
J. Tim Payne
Victor H. Perez
Daniel Perry
Sam Petroff
David L. Phipps
David P. Pierce
Jerry O. Pitts
Kenneth R. Pohlman
Mary Ann Poirier
John D. Poley
Jim Popil
Lindsey C. Posey

Wilfred Potter
Shanon M. Potts
Dave Purdue
Mark Puthoff
Margaret Quinn
Kristina M. Rainer
Brent E. Rambo
Candi Rambo
Benjamin A. Randall
Richard (Dick) T. Reese
Tamara Reeves
Andrew J. Reitz
Melissa Replogle
Thomas J. Replogle
David M. Rickert
H. Pete Rife
Virginia M. Riggs
Enrique Rivera-Cerezo
B. Randall Roach
Nancy A. Roberson
Brian M. Roberts
Roberta S. Roberts
Eugene Robinson
Tonya M. Robinson
Paul B. Roderer, Jr.
Charles Roedersheimer
Sara J. Roller
Thor Ronemus
J. Andrew Root

Jon Rosemeyer
Robert D. Ross
Marcia Rouse
J. Douglas Ruck
C. Allan Runser
William E. Ruse
Kenneth G. Rush
Ralph D. Russo
Jason Saldanha
Robert S. Salem
Dawn E. Sanderson
Lisa A. Sandner
Michael W. Sandner
Tara C. Santarelli
Gary C. Schaengold
Robert N. Schlemmer
Matthew Schmidt
Richard A. Schmidt
Alfred (Bud) W. Schneble, III
Kim Schroeder
Richard Schulte
Donald G. Schweller
Todd Seaman
Mark J. Sedor
Jeffrey S. Senney
R. Anne Shale
Charles F. Shane
Paul H. Shaneyfelt
Anne Shank

Edward L. Shank
Jeffrey S. Sharkey
Meenu Sharma
Carl D. Sherrets
Tedd Shimp
Jessica M. Shively
Charles D. Shook
Jeffrey B. Shulman
Jeffrey M. Silverstein
Thomas W. Simms
Holly A. Sinn-Bailey
Ralph A. Skilken, Jr.
Curtis F. Slaton
Ruth Slone
Jeffrey D. Slyman
John Smalley
Jade Smarda
Bradley C. Smith
Edward M. Smith
J. Gregory Smith
Stephen Smith
W. Alexander Smith
Joseph Snyder
Susan Solle
Matthew Sorg
Mary K.C. Soter
Alma Sove
Kari Sowell
Steven L. Spitler



John H. Stachler
Joseph W. Stadnicar
John J. Staler, Jr.
Dana A. Stamps
Eric A. Stamps
Lu Ann Stanley
Debra L. Starbird
Tyler Starline
James Staton
Jean M. Steigerwald
David E. Stenson
Alissa M. Sterling
Bruce B. Stevens
Andrew B. Stewart
Matthew D. Stokely
Adam C. Stone
Mark E. Stone
Andrew C. Storar
Karl E. Strauss
Michael W. Striff
Isabel A. Suarez
Nicholas E. Subashi
Bruke H. Sullivan
James E. Swaim
Richard F. Szczepinski
Jill Tanner
William W. Taylor
Thomas E. Teet
Mary Ann Thinnes

James W. Thomas, Jr.
Kimberly M. Thomas
Anne Thompson
Christopher W. Thompson
Lester R. Thompson
Ira Thomsen
Jeremy M. Tomb
Robyn  Traywick
David M. Treadway
Gretchen M. Treherne
Jason Treherne
Gregory Turner
Mark A. Tuss
Timothy Tye
Karl Ulrich
Fred A. Ungerman, Jr.
Jason M. Van Dam
Andrew Van Horn
Navay M. Vaughn
Noel W. Vaughn
Lindsay Verhoff
Peter F. von Meister
H. Charles Wagner
Jared Wagner
Katrina Wahl
John B.P. Wakefield
Geoffrey P. Walker
Hugh E. Wall, III
Richard H. Wallace

J. Joseph Walsh
Patrick D. Walsh
E. James Wampler
Sherry Wampler
Melinda Warthman
Cheryl R. Washington
Halli Watson
Mark D. Webb
Adam R. Webber
Rudy D. K. Wehner
Jim Weinandy
Heather D. Welbaum
Michael G. Weller
Amy Wells
Ellen C. Weprin
James I. Weprin
Thomas Whalen
Thomas P. Whelley
Amanda White
M. Whitney
David R. Wiechel
Elizabeth F. Wilber
Merle F. Wilberding
J. Michael Wilder
Lucas Wilder
Brian L.  Wildermuth
Todd M. Williams
David P. Williamson
Reese M. Wineman

Nicole M. Winget
Paul Winterhalter
Patricia A. Wise
Molly Wollet
John Woodard
Stephanie M. Wykes
Edward C. Yim
Mimi S. Yoon
Margaret R. Young
Robert Young
Steven E. Yuhas
Anthony J. Zaharieff
William R. Zimmerman, Jr.
Phillip S. Zukowsky
Jonathan P. Zweizig



The Development Advisory Council is composed of professional, 

legal, business, and philanthropic leaders dedicated to promoting 

the mission and vision of ABLE and LAWO. The Development 

Advisory Council’s mission is to assist the staff of ABLE and LAWO 

in securing individual and corporate gifts, trusts, and bequests 

Development Advisory Council

to nourish programs throughout our 32-county service area; and 

to serve as a resource by providing suggestions and advice on 

programs and activities. Members of the Development Advisory 

Council provide leadership for a united effort to ensure ABLE and 

LAWO’s reputations as one of the nation’s foremost Legal Aid firms.

Robert M. Anspach

R. Jeffrey Bixler

James E. Brazeau

Steven P. Collier

Cary R. Cooper

David J. Coyle

Auxiliary Bishop Robert 
Donnelly

Northwest Ohio Members

Lawrence M. Friedman

Reginald S. Jackson, Jr.

Justice G. Johnson, Jr.

Catherine H. Killam

C. Thomas McCarter

Laurie J. Pangle

Richard A. Parr, II

Dayton Members

Gary W. Auman

Marsha Froelich 

Linda Lombard

John E. Moore, Sr.

Bill Rieger

Jan Rudd-Goenner

James D. Stahler

Mark Edward Stone

Stephen A. Rothschild

Sarah K. Skow

E. James Stengle, III

Robert V. Sterling

David A. Ward

Thomas L. Young



Jennifer A. Belt

James A. Duggan

Henry J. Geha

Hon. Michael R. Goulding

Anneliese Grytafey

Jason A. Hill

Matthew O. Hutchinson

Lisa Mantel

Andrew R. Mayle

Meredith L. Mercurio

Andrew W. Miller

L. Kate Mitchell

Eugenio Mollo, Jr.

Lindsay D. Navarre

Thank You to the Inaugural Class of ELC Members:

Colleen L. Neary

Rebecca Anne Nowak

Ericka S. Parker

Tonya M. Robinson

Jane E. Roman

Rebecca E. Shope

Sarah K. Skow

Professional development and social interaction are key parts of the 
ELC. Highlights of the ELC’s first year include: Pro Bono Assistance 
to ABLE and LAWO clients through Legal Aid Line clinics; organizing 
and presenting a CLE on Consumer and Housing Law Issues; and 
organizing the first ever Race4Justice 5K and One Mile Walk.

The Emerging Leaders Council is a group of attorneys who are the 
next generation of leaders in the northwest Ohio legal community. 
The ELC was created to support the work and mission of Legal Aid 
through professional development, pro bono participation, and 
other ways that will raise awareness.

Karl E. Strauss

George Thomas

Kelly J. Tomlinson

Jason M. VanDam

Julita Varner

Lucinda J. Weller

Todd M. Williams



General Office Volunteers

Mary Berg, Toledo

Marie Blake, Toledo

Larry DeHoff, Dayton

Saffron Goetschius, Defiance

Jen Habrych, Toledo

Kim Maples, Findlay High School

Kristyne Trader, Bowling Green State University

Law Student Volunteers

Renae Bomba, University of Toledo College of Law

Carla Chapman, University of Toledo College of Law

Amber Chuhy, University of Toledo College of Law

Pamela Cordy, University of Toledo College of Law

Jenna Curcio, University of Dayton School of Law

Billy Harmon, University of Toledo College of Law

Kapree Harrell, Case Western Reserve School of Law

Elizabeth LaValley, University of Toledo College of Law

Michael McGuire, University of Illinois College of Law

Fancy Moreland, Thomas M. Cooley Law School 

Raymond Pniewski, Thomas M. Cooley School of Law

Maryam Qureshi, University of Toledo College of Law

Raheela Rahman, University of New Hampshire College of Law

Brandon Rehkopf, University of Toledo College of Law

Noelia Rodriguez, Loyola University Chicago School of Law

Marissa Tregoning, University of Dayton School of Law

Lindsey Verhoff, University of Toledo College of Law

Cara Wall, University of Michigan College of Law

Rahman Woods, University of Toledo College of Law

Paralegal Volunteers

Michelle Church, Stautzenberger College Paralegal Program

Amanda Fassold, Sinclair Community College, Paralegal Program

Joy Ham, Stautzenberger College Paralegal Program

Elizabeth King, Sinclair Community College, Paralegal Program

Rachel Lewinsky, Sinclair Community College, Paralegal Program

Shanda Mefford, Sinclair Community College, Paralegal Program

Amy Nicewaner, Sinclair Community College, Paralegal Program



Area Office on Aging of Northwestern 
Ohio, Inc. 

Supports advocating for residents of 
nursing homes, adult care facilities, and 
consumers receiving in-home care services 
through ABLE's Regional Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman Program. 

City of Toledo, Department of 
Neighborhoods 

Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-
housing Program through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

Community Shares of Northwest Ohio

Operating support through workplace 
giving.

Four Freedoms Fund

Support for the Migrant Farm Worker and 
Immigration Program's Anti-Profiling and 
Immigrant Detention Project.

Area Office on Aging of Northwestern 
Ohio, Inc. 

Legal assistance to senior citizens in 10 
counties of ABLE and LAWO's service area. 

CareSource Foundation

Support for the Medical Legal Partnership 
for Children.

Clement O. Miniger Memorial 
Foundation

Support for the Medical Legal Partnership 
for Children.

Equal Justice Works

Support for Attorney Fellows working in the 
areas of neighborhood revitalization and 
foreclosure prevention.

Mental Health and Recovery Services 
Board of Lucas County

Advocacy on behalf of consumers within 
the mental health system, including 
outreach visits to area mental health 
agencies and community groups.

Ohio Community Service Council

AmeriCorps Homelessness Prevention and 
Housing Opportunity Project to provide 
legal assistance and advocacy to low-
income clients and long term care residents 
with legal problems related to the ability to 
obtain or maintain safe, affordable housing.

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation

Support of ABLE and LAWO area-wide 
services, Legal Aid Line, and the migrant 
program, as well as support for the ABLE 
Immigrant Detention Project and the Save 
the Dream foreclosure prevention project, 
the Equal Justice Works Fellowship, and 
Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Fellows.

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development

Support for services to members of fair 
housing protected groups who have been 
victims of foreclosure rescue scams.

ABLE & LAWO Combined ABLE

ABLE and LAWO’s client services are  
supported by public and private funding.



The Ford Foundation, Institute for 
International Education

Support for travel and staff development 
for the Migrant Farm Worker and 
Immigration Program

Internal Revenue Service 

Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic to assist 
people with controversies on federal 
income tax matters and provide outreach 
and education on tax issues to English as a 
Second Language taxpayers. 

National Center on Elder Abuse 

Support for the Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman Program to coordinate a 
multidisciplinary elder abuse prevention 
task force in Lucas County.

Ohio Attorney General 

Victims of Crime Act funding to provide 
services to crime victims residing in 
nursing homes in 10 northwest Ohio 
counties.

Listed are the names of the  
funders and the programs they support. 

Ohio State Legal Services Association 

Support for pre-foreclosure legal assistance 
to homeowners.

Toledo Community Foundation

Support for the Mobile Benefit Bank Project 
in Lucas and Wood counties.

Area Agency on Aging, PSA 2

Legal assistance to senior citizens in 
Champaign, Clark, Darke, Greene, Logan, 
Miami, Montgomery, Preble, and Shelby 
Counties. 

Area Agency on Aging, PSA 3 

Legal assistance to senior citizens in Allen, 
Auglaize, Hancock, Hardin, Putnam, Mercer, 
and Van Wert Counties.

Area Agency on Aging - Ohio District 5

Legal assistance to senior citizens in 
Ashland, Crawford, Huron, Richland, 
Seneca, and Wyandot Counties.

Avon Foundation for Women

Support for an Economic Self-Sufficiency 
Coordinator to provide services to domestic 
violence victims in six northwest Ohio 
counties.

LAWO



City of Toledo Department of 
Neighborhoods 

Federal Community Development Block 
Grant funds supporting legal assistance 
in housing matters for low-income Lucas 
County residents.

Clark County Department of Job and 
Family Services 

Support for legal assistance to Clark County 
residents with predatory lending issues.

Findlay/Hancock County Bar 
Association 

Support for staffing of the Findlay satellite 
office and the AmeriCorps Homelessness 
Prevention and Housing Opportunity 
Project in Hancock County.

Findlay-Hancock County Community 
Foundation 

Support for the Legal Assistance for Victims 
Project in Hancock County.

Internal Revenue Service 

Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic to assist people 
with controversies on federal income tax 
matters.

Legal Services Corporation 

Support of LAWO area-wide services.

Lucas County Department of Jobs and 
Family Services 

Program to remove legal barriers to 
employment and self-sufficiency and 
provide services to seniors and persons 
with disabilities.

Mathile Family Foundation

Support for the implementation of a 
Medical Legal Partnership for Children 
in Dayton. 

Miami County Department of Job and 
Family Services 

Support for legal assistance to residents 
eligible for County assistance.

Montgomery County 

Support for legal assistance to frail elderly 
individuals in Montgomery County.

Reynolds & Reynolds Associate 
Foundation

Support for the implementation of a 
Medical Legal Partnership for Children in 
Dayton. 

St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center 

Support for the Medical Legal Partnership 
for Children through the Abandoned Infants 
Assistance Project and the Empowering 
Families Project.

St. Marguerite d'Youville Foundation II

Support for legal services to individuals 
with mental health issues in Lucas County. 

Sandusky Municipal Court 

Support for legal assistance to Sandusky 
residents. 

ABLE and LAWO’s client services are  
supported by public and private funding.

LAWO (con’t)



Springfield Foundation 

Support of the Clark County Predatory 
Lending Project for services to victims and 
potential victims of predatory lending.

The Stranahan Foundation

Support of Medical Legal Partnership for 
Children, Education Advocacy Initiative.

Treatment Alternatives to Street Crime 
(TASC)

Support for pro bono assistance to 
incarcerated individuals being released 
from correctional institutions in Toledo and 
Lima through the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act.

Toledo Municipal Court 

Civil Legal Assistance Services Project to 
provide legal assistance onsite at the court 
to individuals with housing and consumer 
cases.

Listed are the names of the  
funders and the programs they support. 

Turner Foundation 

Foreclosure Prevention in Clark County.

United States Department of Justice 

Legal Assistance for Victims Project to 
provide legal assistance to victims of 
domestic violence in 21 rural counties.

Rural Domestic Violence Project to 
collaborate with partners to provide 
coordinated community response and legal 
assistance to victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking 
in 21 rural counties.

United Way of Defiance County 

Legal assistance to low-income residents of 
Defiance County.

United Way of Fulton County 

Legal assistance to low-income residents of 
Fulton County.

United Way of the Greater Dayton Area 

Legal assistance to low-income residents of 
Montgomery, Greene, and Preble Counties 
through programs that assist families, the 
elderly, and persons with disabilities.

United Way of Greater Lima 

Legal assistance to low-income residents 
and domestic violence victims in Allen 
County.

United Way of Greater Toledo 

Legal assistance to low-income residents of 
Lucas, Wood, and Ottawa Counties.

United Way of Williams County 

Legal assistance to low-income residents of 
Williams County.

LAWO (con’t)



Advocates for Basic Legal Equality,  Inc.

Administrative Office

Center for Equal Justice

525 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 300

Toledo, Ohio 43604

(419) 255-0814

(419) 259-2880 Fax

(800) 837-0814 Toll-free

www.ablelaw.org

Offices in Dayton and Toledo

Legal Aid of Western Ohio,  Inc.

Administrative Office

Center for Equal Justice

525 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 400

Toledo, Ohio 43604

(419) 724-0030

(419) 321-1582 Fax

(877) 894-4599 Toll-free

www.lawolaw.org

Offices in Dayton, Defiance, Fremont, Lima, 
Sandusky, Springfield, and Toledo

Join the conversation: 

facebook.com/ABLEandLAWO
facebook.com/ABLEandLAWOMiamiValley


